: however, is not so.
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determined to accomplish; and that was, to

finish the work which was given him to do.
The other thing essential to the manly

Christian character, is, that this decision of

~ mind shall he accompanied with energy of
Our Saviour exhibited this in every,

"action.
moment of life; not only did he resolve
- withoot . hiesitation, but he -accomplished his
purposes as soon as it was forwed. Very
different this from the usual ways of men.
Thay make up their minds that they will do
a duty, and then delighted with this victory
over themselves,—they sit down as sel-satis-
fied as if it were actually done, and take the
care to forget that resolving is one thing, and
performance quite avother. If their con-
cience Gpbraids them, they put it off’ by
saying that they will do the duty to-morrow ;
and this is precisely the same as saying that
they will 2t do it now.- They have no rea-
son to think that a day will bring forth any
better disposition, any holier energy ; they
know that time sweeps away the resolution

v as well as the works of man; it always de-
stroys, and never rebutlds, nor repairs. The
word to-morrow should be bLlotted from the
ealendar of life; it is a mirage, which gives
eocouragement ending in despair.

‘ [W. B. O. Peabody.

DIALOGUE ON UNITARIANISH.

[The following dialogue appeared in the pages
of the Unitarian Miscellany, published in Balti-
more, Md., some five and twenty ycars ago. —

- Such conversations sometimes take place still,

_and we think it will bear reading in Montreal at

the present day. —D»n.B.C.] ,

The conversation was commenced by an
elderly gentleman, who had been engaged in
reading a tract entitled, * Whatis Religion 7"
Having Snished it, he laid it down, and tarn-
ing to the person who bad handed 10 him,
addressed him in the following words:

Eld. Gént. 1 sce that this tract was pub-
lished by a society in New York. 1 hear
there is a Socinian church bailt there lately,
but that they are all young men who are
conpected withit. 'This Socinianism isquite
a new doctrine—some new fancy for young

‘mainds.

Unit. -The society to which you allude,
Sir, disavow_the name of Socinians. Mhis
is a term which implies that they believe as

“ Socinus believed ;. that they take Socinus. a
" faltible man as a goide, in_matters of faith.
‘“But, on the contrary, they profess to have no

‘ guide or master but Christ, and no ereed but
the Bible. Tt is not generous or chatitable to
fasten on any society ‘a pame which they
deny. . -
- Eld. Gent. "If not Socinian, then, pray,

" what are they 7

Unit. They call themselves Unitarian
Christians, as they believe in one Gobp in
one person, and worship one Being, “and are
thus distinguished from other Christians,
who believe in what they themscives de-
nominate a * trivne God," or a God in three

. persons, each. of whom, under different

names, they waorship as God.  As to this so-
ciety’s consisting exelusively of young per-
sons, though frequently said with a view to

“its diseredit, T presume you do not imagine

that.1ruth resides only with age. The fact,
But whether young or
old, it is much more to the purpose, that you
will never bear any one call in question their
serinusness, or their Christian dcportment,

_as compared’ with otlier societies, who are

exhorted by .their pastors 10 have no inter-

_ course with them, and even to shut their

doors against them, ™ -
©Bld. Gent: " Butyou admit that this Uni-

“tarianism:is a very new doctring.

.. Unit. - Sofar from it, they hold its distin-
. guishing tenel to be as old as the first revela-
tion ‘God'made of himself toman; that it was
taught explicitly by God' himself 1¢ the peo-

- ple of Israel, when he'said, * Hear, Q Israel!
- the:Lord .your. God .iIs oxg Lorp;" or, as

.the passage is translated by many ecritics,
“ the Lord is your God,—the Lord is O~E.”
 See now that I, even 1, am Ilg, and there
-is'n6 Gad with me." "They bold also, that
it‘was’ taught! by our’Saviour, in language
“whicl could hardly be misunderstood, when
“he declares; ¢ T'his'is life ‘eternal, that they
“might : kilow " T%hee, Tni oxny TrUE Gop,

“and ‘Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.”"
e UElds Gent. . Well well, all this may be

‘trug, but T am -content to be as wise as'my
fathers were in these 'matters,‘and I shall
“.eave these points to be'settlet by the prigsts,
lor it is'their study and iheir concern. ..
" [The Unitarian turned from this disciple
‘of the'doetrine of his fathers, with' a lack, of
" which the prevailipg expression” was that of
it A younger gepileran, with the 1han-
ners of a’'man’of the World, dud tlie ¢onfidence

- 'of apracticed disputant, n6w took:up ihe

“word Wwith a good-huimigured, self-complacent

Tor my part, T am_a Trivitarian, because
T amy an Episcopalian.. T feel perfectly safe
under ithe guidance of the churel, and shall
believe as the church believes, Aprogos, I
Tell the other day into the King's Chapel,
in Boston, where they have strangely de-
serted ‘their former belief, though they have,
preserved some of the church forms.  They
use a form of prayer, principally taken from
our excellent liturgy, but so garbled, that I
bardly knew it again. I observed, though,
o my surprise, that they address their prayers
to the Father, through Jesus Christ.. I'won-
der what they believe Jesus Christ to be?

Unit. 1 presume they believe him to be
what he declared himseif to be—the Son of
God. )

Episcopalian. They believe, then, that
Jesus s the Son of God. I did not know
they believed so mueh. But what signifies
ity if they do not also believe in his divinity.

Unit.” They do believe in the divinity of'
his mission, and of his doctrines. They be-
keve that he was sent from God, diviuely in-
structed, for purposes the most inportant to
mankind; that he taught with the authority
of God, and spake as he was commanded of
God. And Unitariaus honour him cven as
they honour the Father; for he was the am-
bassador of God, the sent of God, ecommis-
sioned to make known his will. In him
dwelt the fulness of the Godhead bodily, for
he did what no man could do, unless God
were with him ; and in him were manifested
the power and grace of the beneficent Father
of all.

Epis. Still, they do not believe that he
was equal with the Father.

Unit. Noj; and for this plain reason, that
he himself'declares his own inferiority. ** My
Father is greater than I.” ¢ Of that hour
knoweth no man, no, not the angels which
are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Fa-
ther.” And there are nuniorous passages ‘to
the same cfiect.

Epis. But these he said in_his Auman
nature. .

Unit. Where do you learn that? He
himself makes no mention of bis being pos-
sessed of two natures, and how else could
we have derived the knowledge of a combi-
nation so wonderful; a combination of the In-
finite with a feeble man, of Omniscience with
ignorance, of Almighty power with that de-
pendent frailty, which eannot provide for its
own support a single moment. .
Fpis. Henowhere says, however, that he
was not.possessed of two natures, the human
and divine, ‘and upon no othér supposition
can we reconcile Scripture with Scripturé.’
Unit. - Upon no other supposition can you
reconcile Secripture with the Athanasian
Creed. But how can you set aside the posi-
tive testimony of our Lord himself upon the
subjeet?  You will admit that of Jesvs it is
truly said, ** no guile was found in his mouth.”
Now, suppose I were to shut one of my eyes,
and protest, while I was looking at you with
the other, that I did not see you. "I might
excuse myself for this falsehood, b?r saying, 1
did not see you with the eye which was clos-
ed; but would you think me guiltless in at-
tempting to: deceive you by such a quibble;
will you impute such conduct, as would be
basein another, to him who was without guile,
and whose example we are commanded in
all things 1o follow 7+

Epis. Without answering -what, [ am
willing to confess, . find at present rather
difficult 10 answer, I will bring the plain
worils of Christ against you, to prove that he
was God. He says. * I and my Father are
one? . E i .
Unit.. True ;. bot does he not sufficiently
determine the meaning of this expression, by
what is recorded a few chapters afterwards ?
In praying for his disciples, he says, * Holy
Tather,, keep through thine own name those
whom thou bast ziven me, that {hey may be
one as we are.”. ‘And. further on -he makes
the signification of these words still more ge-
neral, by saying, ¢ Neither pray I for.these
alone, but for; them-also which shall believe
on me through their word, that they all may
be.one ; as thou Father art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us."” - Does
Jesus Christ-mean {0 say, that he and bis
I"ather are one, in-any other sénse than thay
in which, not only his immediate followers,
but his disciples through all dges, might be-.
come one 7. You surely. cannot. help seeing,
that the passage you haveé quoted is not dnly
of no assistance, but that it is of decided’ dis<
advantage to your argument. ' And even if
it proved all that you thought it did, it Wwould
not prove the doctrine of the trinity. Tt would
prove. that;three were two_persons only, and
not three, in one, T
+ - [Here the first Speaker, who had been for
some time silent, again rallied to the attack,
with'd look of expected trinmph.} S
*Bld. Gent. The tribity inay tot be prov-
-ed’in’ that text, but'it certainly is in this—]
$ There are three that bear record in heaven,
thie ' Father, ' the Word, and.the Holy Ghost ;
‘and these:three are one? - » v w0 -

{7nit. 1 have vothing to do with what is,
ur is not proved by words which were never
penned by vne of the sacred writers, The
verse which you have cited from the first
Epistle of John, is contained in not a single
Greek manuscript. of the Scripturcs, of any
antiquity ot authority. The most learned
among the orthodox themselves have altoge-
ther rejected it, as not genuive; and it is a
shame’ that it should still be printed in our
Bibles, as a part of the oracles of truth.

Eld. Gem. Well, well, I know very lit-
tle about those matters. But did not Jesus
command -his disciples to go and teach all
nations, * baptising them in the name of' the
[Pather,and of the Son,and of the Holy Ghost?’
Thatisin the manuseripts, that is genuine,
is it not ?

Unit. Tt is. I cannot see, however, that
it proves the doctrine of 1he trinity. It docs
not go on to say that the Father, the Son, und
the Holy Ghest are one God. The converts
to Christianity, by their baptism, acknow-
ledged their belief in, and subjection to, the
one God as their Father, to Jesus Christ as
his authorized and inspired Messenger, and
1o the Holy Spirit of God, by whose influen-
ces, and not by those of any other power, the
new religion had been revealed, its Messen-~
ger had been directed, and its apostles endu-
ed with supernatural gifts.  You cannot think
that the mere circumstance of these names
being placed together in the same sentence,
is of any weight. Inl Chron. xxix. 20,11 is
said, ** All the congregation blessed the Lord
God of their fathers, and bowed down their
heads, and worshipped the T.ord, and the
king.” Now, you would not contend, from
these words, citherthat Jehovah and the king
were the same being, or that the people, in
worshipping them, as our translators have
rendered 1ty paid them equal homage;
would you ? :
[How much longer thisconversation would
have continued, ot what impression was pro-
duced by it on the advocates for tle Trinity,
I know not ; for, just at this time, the sicam-
boat touched the wharf at New York. lna
moment, all was confusion. The porters
swarmed into the boat; each man husried to
look afier his own baggage, and then took his
own way into the city.} .

CHRISTIANITY IN RELATION TO CIVILIZA-
TION.

[From' the Quurter!y Reviewer.}
‘“From this brief and hasty survey of* the
doings of Christiauity in the past, and the re-
lation which it bears at present to the civili-
zation and progress of the entire human
family, it is abundamly manifest thatit alone
commands the power that can renovate man-
kind. Christianity has ever proved, through
all its checkered history, and all the perver-
sions it has suffered, the great patron and
promoter of human progress, yet having a
special source and foundation of its own, ex-
ecuting @ mission peculiar and sublime.
It arises with eivilization,” and it rises above
it. Tt crowns that civilization when itis
highest, stimulates it when it is lowest, and
originates it where it is not. The mental
vigor which Christianity calls forth, is the
very elementoutat which civilization springs,
and in which it produces its most healthy
enduring roots.  Yet Christianity is neither
the effcct nor the offshoot of eivilization. It
asserts A sublime independence of it, as of
everything else thatis purely human. Conf-
ding in its own resources,evineing its own di-
vine and independent life, originating its own
impulse, and providing for its own defence,
it has slowly but surcly advanced in the ex-
ecution of its high behest, in defiance of
all antagonisms with which it has had to con-
tend, the greatestof which it has. already
overcome, and the whole of which it will ul-
timately exhaust. =~ "T'he’ great seeret of its
power over human nature lies in the fact that.
it fills all the desires,-and gives . scope 1o all
the capabilities of man.. Tt fully compre-
hends his nature, recognises and satisfies all
his objective tendencies; ‘while it “ennobles
and purifies -all the subjective.” ‘It does so
perpetually and pexfectly, and it does so by
placing the origin of man’s nature upon the
only foundation worthy of him, and directing.
it back again to the only issue “that comports
with so honorable a Ueginning,  and answérs
to such noble power.”: - Biit ithis’ origin -and
this consummation are both found in the in-
finite,. the cternal, the perfect and blessed—
short of this, man never rests, and can never
be’ satisfied. ' In" this-perfect ‘adaptation of
Christianity-to his nuture, are to be found the
sure auguries that the systém is designed by.
the author of nature for perpetuity -and uni-
versality. "It meets no rival, dnd it fears no

‘|opposition.: - There is nothing upon eartii, nor

among the possibilitiés of the future, that can
endanger its existence or prevent its triunph.
Who can entertain 2 doubt of .its ultimate
universality,. while we witness in.its doings

Dwhether - of ancient ot inodern times, an om:

nipotence that coverts enemies into friends,
and obstacles into fucilities.”
* » * .

“ But it ought still further 10 be noticed,
that Christianity seeures and promotes hu-
man civilization in a way altogether its own,
and carries it to the highest point, by a prin-
ciple dircetly opposed to pagavism and Ma-
homedanism, and yet a principle which in-
stantly approves itself to human conscious-
ness, and universally secures its concurrence;
it makes every man profoundly conscious, in
the first instance, of his own individuality.
It brings to light his true and proper dignity,
and places-him upon a natural and moral
equality with all his fellow beings. “There
is the secret of its mighty power.  There it
first proves its life, and shows its deep wis-
dom. In this consists its fundamental dis-
tinction from heathenism. This demonstrates
and explains its infinite superiority.  Pagan-
ism, under all its forms, destroys the sense
of its individuality, by perverting it 1o some-
thing extrancous. Christianity recognizes,
authorizes, and sanctifies it : undertakes to
sustain and guide it to its only adequate and
satisfactory issue. OChristianity alone har-
meonizes all the sacred rights of individuality
with the social tendency, with thesupremacy
of law, the claims of goverament, the spirit of
pationality and of patriotism. Hence, it most
ellectually works for civilization, and carries
it, upon sure principles, to the highest point.
It founds all rights upon the rights of con-
science, which precede all others in order, and
ought never 10 be superseded or counteracted
Ly any that follow them.

But the civilization and religion of all pa-
gan nations have been based upon the denial
of these rights.  The state was supposed in
theory to create or confer all the rights that
the individual man possessed.  He was the
creature of the state, not the creature of God.
Hence the individval conseience was praeri-
cally annulled. It was recognized only in
the public conscience, it worked only asit
was influenced by the national authority,—
Man was nothing by bimself. He became
a contribution .t a vast aggregate, but he
never rose to the sublimity of his own indi-
vidual being. The state was his command-
ing idea. Around that centre all his powers
and atlections moved ; towards it all were
attracted, into itall were absorbed.  Between
the citizen and the -worshiper their “ was ne
distinetion..  T'he rights aud the duties of the
latter were identical with those of the former,
and founded upon’them. * Civil-and religious

from oné fountain. " Neither the-statenor the’
individual recougunized, excepti in the lowest
deparuncut, and very occasionally the rights
of personal counscience 3 mever when they
came into collision with those of the siate.~~
Henee personal laith, domestic education, iu-
dependent goverment of families, and the su-
premacy of moral right over.civil, were all
denied and superseded by that principle of
legislation which made the people the pro-.
perty of the state, and immolated the man to
the aggrandisement of his country. The do-
mestic hearths had no sacredness; the {ami-
ly no independence.  They were not circles
complete of themselves, and overflowing with
spontaneous joy. - They were but scgments
and fractions of that large circle which hud
its centre in the public place, where the bu-
man materials wet to be appropriated by the
organs of the state. The niachinery was ad-
mirably coutrived, and worked well for state
purposes, and for those only..  But it was
felt all ihe time to be jarring and crushing to
human ewmotions. It started on a wrong
principle, and it aimed at a false end.  States
should be for men, and not men f6r states.”

EXTRAVAGANT LANGUAGE.

Nearly akin to these oflences against good
grammar is another. untasteful  practice, into
which you are probably more in danger of
falling, and. which is a erying sin among
young ladies, I mean the use of éxaggerated
extravagant forms of spéech,—saying splen-
«lid for. pretty, magnificent for handsome, hor-
7id for very, horrible for. unpleasant, immense
for large, thousands or myriads for any num-
ber more thano,lwoe. | Were [ to. write down,
for.one day, the conversation of some young
ladies of my, acquaintance, and then to in-
terpret it literally, it would imply that with-
in the compass-of twelve. or fourteen hours
they had met with more marvellous ‘adven-

through: more distressing cxpériences,’

more fright, and enjoyed more rapture,’

| would suffice for half a dozén common lives. . :

"This habit is attended with nany igcony
ences.; 1t deprives you of (he intelligible
of stroug. expressions when need the
If. you use them ail the time,
stands or "believes: you when ‘you’ use theém
in, earnest. * Youn are.-in the same. predica~
ment with.the boy. who: éried worLr,so often

when:therg was no wolf, that nobbdy “wolild

law fornted but.one - codezand sboth tlowed &

tures and hair-breadth, éscapes, had .passed

seen ‘more imposing 'spectacles, liad eaduied .

iise "
cd them. -
ody uinder--

ek




