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TOE DEAD GUEST:

A TRADITION  OF GERMANY=FROM TIIE GERMAN oF ZSCHOKKK.

ny HOH.{CE IAMILTON, .

I\TI‘ODLL'IIO\

Terbesheim—remaining from the first 1o the ]us!.

I\ the town, or tather the v , of 1lerbesheim,
- lived the Lurgomaster Bantes, n rich, me ¥, self-
“willed old mun, whase best iiches was his as yet
only daughter, Frederika, the greatest beauty for
many miles around; and as aminble as handsome.
Now, it-happéned that, the Burgomastér had n
fuster-son, Ceul"'c Wi .ll(hll.ll, li
lmt lnc o aged ns n sul(lwr in the w s nl h |pn-

.Lsuclpt.un lu.-dt.d\ctl \nth Illllllll_) orlers 5 aml
huppily without o wound. Tt hoppened, too, that
his company was afterwards ordered to Herbes-
Lo, heimy and hey as commanding officer, was natu-
U rally qu-u!crud in the best house in the place,
(whicli was that of his fuster- fmhcr s useloss
“to ndd,"that he way |n3lully_ d by hisold
“iend. and I'unn
mv.-. with that intense fecling th

rono\\' their aequs aintance w ith hin, aad his society

"was solicited by lhc biest ﬁmuhes in lhe nex"h--

“houthond. .

 Valinnt, discwet, in o r-lk\m t:l !
llxml'rhtsm'm. dancer; and musician; he was cons
sidered “the life of society by all - the l’uhus ol
“Herhesheim. : \mmg and old agreed in xo"'nnl-
ings him us @ pretty, ploxls:ml and very dang

“ous man. Ihuy nn beauty eontd enthrall hin,:
“though =t this time both the handsome and the’

L gy wero busily employed in endenvouring to
avereome his heart, which he watched witl pecu-
liar care, and would not suffer to he vanguished.

The now closing year was the Centenary (or
hundredth year) Fenst, or rather. the Lpoch of

the so-culled Drab. Gmsr, an extremely dun- |-,

N sgerous visit, ]mruullml) to the britles of Herlics-

¢ 1e 0 heim) . Nobody in lllc icinily’ of. ]Icrboshcxm

Lnew who the Dead ( uest was. | But the pre-
‘thnt lm \\'ouhl mukc I

o withahim g

ks but it
speales’in Jooks:
l‘ulhcx than words, His ol camrades sought ln'

Smul.ly in Advent. He was 'iupposed to harm
no one, with the exception 'of the brides, peying
3 his court to them, but in the end wringing thei
;‘ niecks,  The next morning, they are {'uuml dead;
f in their heds, their appearanee much ehanged. . |
o

1

that it does not appear at the
wstial "hOst h wm cleven to t\\'(.-lu.m. night,*
{ but. fushionably at “mid- (Illj “Fo hals i .lluln
! danee of gold, and the woist of it'is; 1Inl, \\htny
hie'finds no bride, hie presents himself as & wooer, | |
uu(l charms the hearts of' poor aidens. ut;
“Iwn by his fine speecl s, e has turned thei
EN lhe) (~mmotulm'\\ rds be set vight on their
shouldcr .. .No, one cun give o soluuon of this .,
n 'wlcx'\.
i Wemay res din' lhe Lhurt,h rc"lsler.lhennmoq.‘
“of ‘three brides, whe, in - the year 1716, died ©
ull(l(lLllh—\\llh this wddition: “Tlmu' nppe’lr-j

all olhura, wh

take pity on their sonls!” Bub as the L-.\phnn.- )
“tion-of the, chutel register wis no proof to'a sen-.

‘sible mun, it was o dent that (he ‘hislory must
_have, been the sume . century hefor

cession of‘ the Spanish Wars. .
: one took it for an old woman’s fuble—but

every one, notwithstanding, waited with intenso

expeetation, the approaching Advent, to see how

fur events woild verify the tale.  The most sen- | g
sible agreed that there might be Somelluu" in
this mysterious ailhir. The oldest Lhost-mlu-
tellers spoke more sagely. :
“I shall be much u:lom:hetl if llu prote .
truc, since "I believe n riot ; bitt if it is true, I
!.rnsr. to God 1 hefit such a'thema of dnmn"e"‘ "
'J.Im )ounn- gonllcmcn “erc lh‘u most trlﬂmr'.

-apprdrance at the end of every hundred years in’ “"

Oue cireumstance distinguishes this C‘ho~t from .

ance was mmpletel) altered after .death ! Gorl _' o

- Unfortu-
nnlcl) the carly registers were burnl Jin the sue- .

that as it may, ‘every otd I\new the mln— ‘




