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"88%¢ Lim o sort of provisional promise “that if
Mter the expiration of a year, her sentiments had
Crgone no change, she would become his wife.”
"8 also gave him clearly to understand, that the
Agement was no more binding on his side,
. n on hers, and that if during the interval,
taneq threw him with any one he might prefer
to berslf, he was perfectly free to transfer at
his hand and homage.
From all this it might naturally be infeyred
that the young barenct was passionafely attached
o fho object of his attentions, and yet incredible
W'lt may appear, aflection had very little to do
Wit 11 eertainly Joved Eva in a measure,
of .iﬂ to say, he preferred her to any other lad y
18 acquaintance, the charming Miss Stanton
&“r“lf, not excepted, and the very difficulty he
nd in winning her, made him more anxious,
Hem doggedly determined to sccure the prize.

W too that she was gentle, well-bred, and
th::ld make in all respects a desirable wife, but
deem‘;m the extent of his love and when Eva
vy, Ing it a necessary duty, gently informed him
«r final explanation :

-1at, though her gratitude and esteem might
18, she feared her love never could,” he most
Shanimously declared :
That, that was quite enough, he should be
Perletly atified with it”

Y Huntingdon was as happy as her charac-
h“:’“ld permit, when informed of her daughter’s
MthNent, conditional thoughit was. Her world-
hag And self love were both gratified by it. She
ehim:ec“md & suitable and wealthy parti for her
"m:nd still more signal triumph '—the very man
lay, she had from the first selected ns a son-in-
be 20 Whosé rejection had excited so strongly
'eg,;:gwm' Tlis tardy acceptance of him
Ten; an act of amendment, a tacit acknowledge-
‘ﬁOn,Of her own superior power and discrimin-
th%ema her deportment towards Eva became
hefore, rth kinder, her manner more friendly than
i Lord Huntingdon, too, was pleased in his
d‘cla:nt Way, and he, one night, confidentially

wned to his future son-in-law: '

'%Tl:‘:t he was cursed glad, little Evy would
tagy, 94t of her mother’s dominion, for the lat-
he .dor““? the very soul out of her. To be sure,”
Vo 3 it the samo breath, “ twil be all tho
the 'e'_‘" myself then, for I'} be all alone, to bear
nolght of her Iadyship's brimstone . temper,

Matter, 'tis timo Evy should have a little

b ),

Wi . :
of it.mn the Proseribed year was within a month
thyy the O Lady Huntingdon issued her mandato
faily should return to England for the
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celebration of the nuptials, but this return was
sorely against her daughter's will, who opposed
it, though vainly, by cvery means in her power,
Tho change indeed, that came over Eva from tle
hour the voyage was ultimately decided, was in.
explicable, even toherself,  The species of monot-
onous calmuess 4hat bad for many months falien
to her lot, vanished, and was repluced by a rest-
less disquict, a vague unhappiness that partook
at times of foreboding.  With terror, ehie found,
too, that hier heart was often insensibly yearning
for freedom from the new ties she had contracted,
and which she had sehooled herself at one tinie to
look on with resignation, nay, chicerfulness,

Equally alarmed was slie, by the strange and
almost fatal pertinacy with which her thoughts
ever recurred to passages in her life, that now shie
felt "twere most unwise to dwell upon, to scenes
and events, trifling in themselves, but all forming
part of that one whole, all connccted with that
being she wished at once and forever to forget.
Even Sir George noticed the change, though of
course, without divining the cause, and annoyed by
Eva’s occasional irrepressible coldness of manner,
and singular marked predilection for solitude, he
at times murmured, though indeed very low, to
himself:

“That after, all, he was not certain he had been
8o remarkably fortunate. He might have been
just ag’ happy with Miss Stanton, whom he was

certain, was not by one half as whimsical as her -

more successful rival.”

There were times when but for very shame’s
sake, Eva would have cancelled the engagement,
but the childish inconsistency of such a step, the
pain and humiliatien it would inflict on Sir George,
whose feelings she really fearcd wounding, and
the motive that had chiefly swayed her through
life—~dread of her mother—restrained her. With
such feelings, feelings she had vainly strugzled
against with all the gencrous determination of an
upright will, it required no sibyl to foretell the
amount of happiness awaiting her as Lady Leland.

The only eolacing thought connected with her
return to England, was the hope of secing her
brother and his youthful wife, but even this ex-
pectation was clouded by anxious doubts, for
more than four years had elapsed since she had
heard from them. Their silence, certainly, was
in & measure easily accounted for. The move-
ments of the Huntingdons abroad had been so
uncertain and Eva so littlo taken into her mo-
ther's confidence, that it had been utterly impos-
sible for her to givo her home friends her address,
with any degreo of cortainty. A letter might
bave ayrived for her at Nice, when she was on
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