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thus preferred to. them, employed spies. to watch ‘every part of |
his conduet, that ihey mrrrht find matter of accusation’ against
him, and deprive him of the extravagantﬁzvor of his sovereign.
They soon discovered: that his affections were really fixed ona
girl of ‘obscure situalion in lrfe, naméd TLaodice, to 'whom he
had vowed: an eternal at{achment,’ and with whomhe lamented
all the honors'and wealth showered upou him by the unsohcrted»
‘favor ‘of his royal. mrstress.e R By el

Tlns drscovery once made, means were easnly found to com-
municate it, in a proper manner, to the queen, and prove {o her
the fact, beyond the possibility of doub't -—She questioned Ortanes
on the subject, who, after' some’ hesitation, throwing himself at
the fect of his’ royal mistress, avowed his love for Laodrce a
love which nothing should gver eradrcate from 'his heart, and
which hie would never e\chanfre for crowns and dladems.

Artemisia, in all the rage of Jealousy and drsappomted passron,
ordered him into the custody of.a gumd, vho conducted him to

udunfreon. T S ST P -

Laodice soon heard what had befallen herlover, and presen;ed
herself, unsummoncd; before the throne of the vindictive queen.
She prostrated herself before her sovereign, and entreated for
mercy for her. lover.: The fury of ‘Artemisia at the sight of the
rival, who was the insuperablo. bar to all her wishes, blazed out
with double violence. . As’ she - perceived she was exquisitely
beautiful, her passion ‘was still.more: irritated by,despaxr, and
she poured: forth on her a torrent of bitter invectives, concluding
with tlic dreadful menace, that Ortanes should never more behold
those seducing charms whrch had oceasioned hrm to slrﬂht and
despise his queen. e SRR g TN

" Laodice, alurmed ‘for'the life of her Iover, redoubled ber
entreaties with an earnestness bordering on frenzy She offered
to go into volunhry banishment, or resign hér life for his sake ;
but the queen, deaf to all her supphculrons, ordered her {o be
led to prison, and commanded that the eyes of Ortanes should -
be put-out, which was oxeculed on the spot. :



