
CANADIA ND RUGGIST.

It Belongs tr tho Druggjst.

'lie ownelship of the prescriptioni has
been settled by law in New Vork, ïMassa-
lusetts, and a few other states, says the

Albany Mfedial Annal/s. They aill give
the presciption to the druggist. Soume
lune ago a judge of a court in Berlin,
Germany, gave a similar dccisinn. ''he
text of the decision fron the judge of the
Supreme Court of one of our stales is as
fullows ." 'he question before the court
seems to be very simple, indeed. A pa-
tient applies to a physician and receives
fromîf him certain advice, for which lie
tenders a fee. 'Flie physician hands a
piece of paper to the patient, purpurpting
to be a written order for ceitaùî goods
called drugs, which order is filled by' a
imerchant or apothecary. The payient
of the fee and the delivery of the gonds
or drugs terminates the verbal contract,
and the druggist keeps the prescription as
an evidence tat the contract has heen
fulfilled, as far as he is concerned. 'l'he
druggist can, if lie so please, on his own
responsibility, renev the drrgs, for le is
but a merchant, and lias a pei fect right
to seil drugs to anyone and in any shape.
He need not keep the prescription, nor
is lie bound to give a copy, but should
error occur, he bas no protection in case
of suit."-The Pzharmiacologist.

Adulteration of Olive 011 by Castor oil.

Ferraro Annibale states that the adul-
teration of olive oil by castor oil has risen
to such a degree that the Italiani Govern.
n.nt intends to legislate against the prae-
lice, A simple test will suffice to detect
this fais'fIcation, since castor oil will dis-
solve readily in absolute or high grade
alcohol and itself dissolves fuchsin. The
reagent consists of 25 vols -í alcolhol and
1.2 vols. of a 0.05 per cent. solution of
fuchsin in alcohol, and 25 parts of this
mixture are carefilly poured into a tube
containing 5 parts of the oi' t be tested,
the height of the plane of contact being
narked by a strip of guîmmned paper or
other means. 'T'he tube is then agitated
for a few minutes, and left at rest for half
an hour, whercupon the alteration t the
level of contact will afford a direct inca-
sure or the castor oil originally preselt in,
the oil and extracted by the alcohol.
'The method is equally adapted for the de.
tection of adulteration in castor oil itself.
-Bolleina 1ita irm.

Pearl Coating PUlls.

The following paper wvas read at the
meeting of the Edinburgh Chemiists' As-
sistants' Association :

Mr. James Gauld stated that after
being made, the pilis should be allowed
to dry for a day or two. They should
then receive two coats ol varnish (ether
tolu one drachn and ether one ounce, or
sandarac one part and absolute alcohol
one part). This prevents pitting and the

exuidation of e:sentral oi), which colors
tie coating. TI-- apparatus for coating
consists of iliree covered pots, a sieve, and
a marble slab. l'he coating.powder is
F-rench chalk, or a mixture of 1-rench
chalk and starch (one drachm to one

uince), which is wiiîter. A snall quant.
ity of Martindale's mucilage of tragacanth
(four grs. to one oluce, vith one drachmi
Sp). vii. rect.) is placed lit one of the
covered pots, and the pills are evently
coated with tlts b) shakig thei up in
the pot. They are then transferred to a
covered pot containing the cha"<, and ro-
tated for a minute or so. Thenl they are
tuirnied into the sieve, which removes ex-
cess of clalk. They are then placed
upon the slab, and carefully rolled under
the palm of the band gently, and gradu.
al'- increasing the pressure as the coat-
og drues. They are next turned mbt a
cleanf pot, and rotated gently so as to
make Ihe coainîg .adherc more IrjIy.

'lhe process is then repeated, two coat-
ings beinîg sufflient. To glve the l)ils
the hilgh polish so mîuch desired, they
should be allowed to staad for a day ta
dr%, thuein vigruusly rotate them for soine
tite in a clean smuooth covered pot.
For prescription pills the same perfect
finish cannot be obtainîed, but witl a finle
practice two or three dozen pills can be
finished satisf.ctorily i about fifteen
minutes. Pinîk pills are easily made by
adding a itie carmine to the chalk. -
Mo. Mtag. P>har.

Detecting NIte'Ites.

4anibelli recommends the followmng
colorinetric imethod for determining i-
trites. A reagetn is made by dissolving
2 grannies of sulphanilie acid and 2

grammenu. of phenol in 50 cc. of equal
parts of sulphuric acid and water. A
measired quantity of the solution to bc
tested is placed n a flask, and 2 or 3 cc.
of the above so!ution added. li ten to
fifteen minutes the solution is inade just
alkaline with annonia ; if nitrous acid be
present a yellow coloration will be pro-
duced. This color is natched by repeat-
ing the reaction, using a standard solu-
tion of silver nitrite.-four. Soc. Chen.

Drugs Made In Germany.

TFle Afedical .Record says that a Gernian
pharmaceutical journal is authority for the
estimate that 1 17 new drugs were brouglit
on the narket in Germany during six
months last year. It is said that there
are already more than o,ooo different
niedicinal substances in use. If the in-
troduction of newr therapeutic agents is
cuntinued at the present rate for the next
fifty years the consequences will be aip-
palling. Il will take a large sized book
:o even mention thtm. An encyclopedia
will be required to describe then. 'lie
medical student of the next century will
have a great deal to learn.

An ElectrJo Plant.

Nicar.agua produces a plant whîicl ap
pears to be charged with clectricity to
suth an extent that, if its biankhes are
touched vith the bare iand, a liermect
shock is felt, simdtolar to taIt gtei lby
elecu icity. It iltiences the imîagnetic
needle at a distance of[ half a dozein yaids,
and the' nearcr ià Vs plated the greautr
this iîflutence is ail.1relit, nhile f the in
struimient is plate.1 lin the %-ltre of the
bush a steady circular miovemient is ob-
servable. The time of day exerts a
marked influence upon the at tvity of the
plant, the nmaxiuiniii of its electrical iflu-
ente belig ened at abut two o'clock
in the afternoon, while durmg the îiight it
appears to have no eff'ct whatever.
Storyiv weather :icreaIses its reiarkalble
hdemnstrations. '.Th' L i a d Ile
Phytolacca electrica.

Business Maxims.

Tle gd niil and esteemt f .l l your
emîploµtts is espbetaay d,.saîbl.h

Always be busv. See that your store
is not a place for 'n ifers.

Be consciit.ous, .reful, and e ano
mical, thougli genraus.

Take ain interest in your custoners'
and your eiployees' weclfare.

Above aIl things, be exactly wiat you
pictend ta be. Possess a charactci un-
iipeachable.

Always have youir pla-e of husmess
open promptly and at a stated tiie.

Never he too busy ta setle accounts
and receive noney due.

Always treat your custoniers plcas
antly and polîtely.

Ambition is a busmcss necessity, but
conceit is l stumnbhing block to success.

Wi'hat you do, •o thorouighly ; leave
nothing half done.

Enterprise and "goalcaditivencss" are
as essential as capital.

A progressive age demands the pro-
gressive business mai.

An untiring effort is bound ta vin mn
the end.

Push, perseverence, and souînd judg-
ment pav- the way to success.

· -ron Age

Oi of Spike.

True ail of spike is obtained frot La-
anlu/a spira, a native of maritime South-
erut raunce, .lhtr li btidt;laa is .un
important industry. " Spake " is the car-
ruptiosi of ' tspic,' the cullogmîcal French
tern. A'ucht of tie coumenruîal spike oil
is little more than turpentine flavored
with the genuine " essence d'aspic."-
Phar. Jour.


