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tihose bodies last, year, founid that. any of
the icrysitalliiie bdie n ill prevent tue
growtii of Le tuLiercle bacillus, if present
even in tihe proportion of 1 in 10,000,1atd
concluded tie d1rug was fatal evein in iat
strengti to tie bacillus, thus confiriii nmg
.Korab's observations.

lIe furtier carried out. experiients ont
aiiimails with tie alantsau re aihiydride of
Sciicucardt, and a mixture of helen ine
witli alantic anhydride, witli the object of
finîdinîg out Lime influence of te dIrug on
the tuberculous process. hlie iivestiga.
tor vas iuable to procure pure ielenline
in sullicient quantities to test. it, alone.
Thle results tended to prove tLiat die ai.
inuttistritioi of the bodies used exercised

a reai protective actio iagainst Lie disease.
I t is said anyone, or a mixture of elecamn-
pane derivatives, will answer die purpose
of clinical experiment oit die subject.

Tie investigations of recent years go to
show tie ancients did not altogetierove-
estimuate the iedicinal Vailue of tiis drug,
tnd whichî ias gradually almnost dropped
out of use.

WVithi greater facilities for researchand
the discovery of botter and more econoim-
ical processes for isolating its active prin-
ciples, we shall probably find in Lie deriv-
atives of elecampane root imledicinal agents
of the greatest value ini t reating tuber
culous discase.- iritish and Colonial
Druggist.

Note on a New Class of Liquid
Extracts of One-Half the

Strength of the Pres-
ont Fluid Extracts.

1iv OSCAlt o)unRG.

One of Lime tnany stbjects receiviig the
careful attention of tLie Piarmnacopeial
Revision Cominittee is the question of tie
introduction of a class of liquid extracts
of precisely one-ialf tie strengtli of oui
present fluid extracts. This ciass of pre-
parations Ias, for vant of a recoginized ti-
tie, been spoken of as "l 50 pet' cent. tine-
tures," althougi, if tIese preparations arc
adopted into te PiarmacopSeia, tlhey will,
of course, bc so prepared that 100 C. c.
(and not 100 Gi.) will represent 50 Gi.
of drug. Tiis class of prelparations ias
also becn, uînfortunately and erroneously,
spoken of as "itif strengtht fluid extracts,"
although nobody lias proposed to disturb
tie standard strcnmgthi of tLie fluid ex-
tracts, for Lie very suilicient reason tiat
time title " fluid extract, " carries with it
tLe idea of lie alreadyestablished strength,
so thiat tie title cannot Ie used fo any
class of preparations varying naterially
fromn tiat standard. A new and appro.
priate title for the new class of prepara-
tions will, of course, be adopted by the
Piarttacop<eial Revisioni Coninittee, if
these preparations are made oilicial.

Tie wliole proposition, if tie writer lias
judged corrcctly, is receiving imore favor-
able attention timi wlen first broached.
Thit, is easily understood fron the fact
tiat nany opposed it because tiiey assum-
ed tiat it was intended to reduce the
strength of the iluid extracts one.ialf,

while still giving the preparations tLe ti-
tic of "mlimd extracts "; wilii otiers
again assumIted that tLe itoW preparations
would 1be calied " tinctLur'es," s0 that col-
fusion would arise as betweent Lie ntew
preparatiois and Lhe ntow oflicinal tinc-
tures of tLie samte drtgs. hoth assuntp-
tions arc erronleous.

Very fewv combat Lime statme.nt Litht
Lie nr class of preparations wouild be
preferable to both fluid extracts and timnc-
tures, for two reasons. One imiportant
eason in favor of the mew class of pre.

parations is that the Pharmacists can
recadily prepare thieml, whlilst thiey wouild
find it imipractable, or at least tLiey think,
tlhey iind it imlpracticable, to imake the
fluid extracts of the saite drut lTe
otiher reison is Liat îmanty of tie tinctures
are inucht too weak, wiile the iluid ex.
tracts of the samte drugs are. iecessarily
strong, and it is loped thtat Lite new pre-
parations, being of one.ialf the stretui
of tie fluid extracts, will take Lte place
of boti ifluid extracts and tinctures in
ttmany cases, althoumgih tlis result can coie
only gradually.

It, will iardly be disputed Liat steli
conicenitrated preparations as Lite fluid ex-
tracts of aconite, belildonna, capsiCui
and gelsemiiumt are undesirable, and tLat
sucih weak tinctures as thubt' of bryonia,
calubilia, cotilut, cubelb miatico and mttany
others tihat mtigit be tatmetd, are uueh too
weak. Again, the want of unifornmity in
in the percentage strentgtih of tinctures is
at ever present thmeite of discussion and
yet lias iever beetn imlaterially dimintisied.

If fluid extrat cat lie iade to proper-
ly represent Lte drug in accoi dance with
tLe oflicial standard, tieu, certainly, pre-
parations of onte.iali tiat strentgth cait be
far more easily made.

Thie writer proposed tIat wienever any
liquid extract of a n.ev drug is to lie in-
troduced ito tue lharitmacopoeia, that
liquid extract shallbe one of one-ialf te
strengtih of our fluid extracts, and that no
iluid extract or timncture of suchi a drug
siould be made oflicial. 11 will be con-
ceded Ltat this proposition is a very miod-
erate one, and it vj imade only because
ie feit tLiat a- majrity mnigit be found
favorable te iis plat, while a imajority
uiglit oppose a greater inno3vation ; and
yet thtere can be nto doubt utat nmîny of
our fluid extracts ttmigmt, witit advantage,
be dropped fron tLie Pliarmacop<eia, and
preparations of lialf tieir strengti, with a
niew title, introduced in their place.

Tlere is no0 danger tLhat any one would
propose sucht a ciatge in the case of fluid
extracts of great importanîce-such as are
in constant use and htave decided miedicin-
al potency, but it is difhicult to sec iow
any serious inconvenience wouid resuit
fros abolishiniig, for instance, fluid extract
aud tincture of Bitter Orange Peel, and
substituting for bota another liquid pre-
paration of mnean strengti.

As to the present tinctures, it vould
seti to be best to leave thteir strenîgtih
undisturbed, as ail eff'orts ieretofore made
to bring about any degree of uniformtity
hiave failed, 16 is thio writer's belief thiat

after a iew 'as f liquid preparaLins,
itvet,ee thme tinctures anitd fluid extracts,
sliall ihave been introduced, Lhe iluid ex.
tracts taid tiictures of tLie samme dmrmgs will
fall into " initocuous desuetude," and mmay
finally be dropped frot te Pharnimacopmia
if it sitould be thoughît too rash to drop
tliemt iow.

To drop iany iluid extract or tiictutra
from te Piartinacop<eia of course does not
preclude its ume, and withl referenîce to
iluid extracts, it is of course understood
wiat tieir strength is wiether tiey are
ollicial or- not.

A complete list of tLie nxev liquid ex-
tracts (it. is not likely thlat the ntesw pre-
pirations will be called liquid extracts,
oflicially), should be introduced, incltding
sucl preparations of Lue following naimed
drugs: Aconite, Arnica, Aroimlatie Posw-
dler, Aspidospermta, Bitter Oranîge Peel,
Urayera, Buclu, Calaitus, Calutimlia, Can-
nabis ITdica, Capsicui, Chimnaphila,
Chiirata, Cimicifumga, Cinchtona, Colchiictim,
Conitiumî, Cubeb, Cypripediui, Digitalis,
igot, Erythtroxylon, Eucalyptus, Euton-

ymllus, Eutpatoiutm, Fratngula, Gelsemltiui,
Glycyrrhiza, Cotton Root Bark, Grindelia,
Gcuarana, liatiaielis, Hydrastis, I[yosey-
aius, .lpecac, Iris Versicolor, Juglans,
Kramnerin, LactucariiumLeadr, Lo.
belia, Lupulii, Matico, Mezereum, Nux
Voimlica, Pareira, Piysostignia, Pilocarpus,
Podophmylluti, Wild Cherry, Quassia, iu-
barb, Rhlius Glabra, Rubus, Rumnex,
Savine, Sanguinaria, Sarsaparilla, Squill,
Scutellaria, Senega, Senna, Serpentaria,
Spigelia, Stillingia, Straitotnim, Taraxa-
cumn, Uva Ursi, VaIerian, Veratruiti,
Viride, Viburnumn, Xanithoxylumii, and
G-inger.-Theli Apothecary.

Cocaine in India.

Somte tite ago ai inquiry was institu-
ted througlh tieSecretary of State, by Dr.
31aciuaimiara of Madras, as to wietiter the
iydrocliorate of cocaine could not be eco-
nomlically mlîanufactured eitier by tie
Governiient opium agencies, or at ote of
the sulphmate of quinine factories in India.
According to a recent article in an Alla-
iabad paper, it appears tiat the mnatter
lias been subiiiitted to a careful considera-
tion, and it w'as found that there should
be no difliculty in extracting the alkaloid
cocainie in a labora.ory such as tiat pos-
sessed by the Medical Stores Departnent
at Madras, with vhticl Dr. Nacamiara is
connected. Ot reference, liowever, to the
SurgeonGcerail, it was found thtat the
total aniual consumption of tie drug
amiounted to only .G Ilbs. avoirdupois,and
so it was decided tat for the presemt it
would not be wortit while tnaking it. The
Erythroxyloa coca lias nov been cultivat-
ed for several years in tmany parts of tLie
Presideny of Madras. It grows liko a
wced, we are told, and tLie yield of cocaine
fromn Lie loves is fully equal to thiat ob-
tained from the South Aimerican sirub.
Siould tLhre happen to be at any future
time a lairgr demtand for titis alkaloid,
titere vouldt be no difdiculty viatever in
obtaining a very large suipply of tLo leaves,
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