THE GOOD NEWS.

18 likely none ever died in Christ’s presence
While he was on earth; he cured all that
®mployed him. ¢ But I know that even
Now, whatsoever thou wilt ask, God will
Qive it thee” Here was some faith.—
hen Christ pronounced that « her brother

y ould rise again,” she acts faith as to the
h%tr}ne of the resurrection. ** Iknow that
» }f will rise again in the resurrection at
@ last day.” When Christ goes on in
}:’Pacbing himself, and asks her of her
l)elt'h’ she answers bravelyg Yea, Lord, I
lieve that thou art the Christ, the son
%' God, which would comeinto the world.”
Confession this like Peter's (Matt, xvi.

« What, then, was wanting in this
sg%d woman? Why does our Lord put
Uch an if thow wouldest believe to one,
8t (id believe so much and so well 2—
ophuse, notwithstanding her faith in
rist’s person as the Christ the Son of God,

e S:}viour of the world; notwithstanding

r faith of his power, vet in this instance
n the raising of Lazarus she expected noth-
thg. When Christ bids them take away
or g lone, she put in a kind of objection
3 ‘emurrer, saying that he had been dead
Ur days,
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NO NEUTRALITY.

“ e that is not with me is against me."—
CHRIsT.

A real neutrality is one of the rarest
things in the world. Man is not made for
indifference.  Undoubtedly he may feet
peither love nor hatred for things which
are completely foreign to him, and to which
no circumstance directs his attention. But
whatever affects him nearly, every thing
which exerts an inrfluence upon his fortune,
nay more, every thing which he sees ex-
citing general intevest, becomes to him an
object of some kind of sentiment. His
taste may change, but, like a pendulum,
he oscillates perpetually from affection. to
aversion, and from aversion to affection,
without ever stopping in the intermediate
space. His soul being made for feeling,
and feeling being his life, he s, so to spesk,
constrained to love or hate, and to flee
from inditference as a kind of death.—
Each of us, by refleeting upon himself and
consulting his recollections, will recoguise
this disposition without diffieulty. This

fact, then, will be sufficient to put us on

R v She that believed Lazarus | our guard against the notion that we may
ould rise at the last’day, could not believe | not be Sfor Jesus Christ, and yet not e

But if this observation we have just made

hiat he should rise after death had held ragainst him.
nartr:l but four days! Such is the very,
T

e of unbelief, or of weak faith in true { be true in general, it is especially soin the
'evers; thev can, or rather think they . domain of religion.

A religion is an

0 beljax . [ A
elieve greater and harder things, when ; opinion and a svstem: but what distin-
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much tried about them, better and | guishes it from all opinions and systems Is,

0 : . ;
§ 'e easily than smaller or easier things

h e
-3 their faith is called to a present exer- |

E‘Se about,
tth‘:oaﬁ written on the open gates to His
5 “9;‘1‘:’ and hear it proclaimed by Him that
i O i6 “Said I not unto thee, that
the 0‘1 wouldest believe, thou shquldest see
apt tg ory of God!” Some believers are
: tto think thata trembling, fearing frame
ecmteif for them, and that raising of ex-
r ingn of good from God will prevent
the 7 o humility, and Iving low before
that g But they are quite mistaken
eong. Nk faith and humility are inconsist-
er
the

.

pleader for, and expectant of grace,
;"_““‘9’8 sake, is 2 humble believer, and
ght courtier at God’s throne.— Traill,
T @ ——
th:)f all denials ¢
Most Qiff It is solf denial,

1

that it professes o be the work of God,
and “allin all” to man. Any religion

P Let all Christians, in all their | which should lay claim to less would be-
Proaches to their throne of grace, behold | lie itself, and be unworthy of the nature

of religion. If a religion is true, it follows
that we ought to love it with all our heart;
if false, to detest it with all our heart;
for the question turps upon a matter of
the highest excellence. or a criminal im-
postures a work of God, or a work of the
devil; a thing adapted to destroy, or to
save our souls, Is meutrality, in such a
case, possible?  Clan we remain without
any sentiment in the presence of a fact
immense, overpowering, absorbing, which
unceasingly solicits a decision? Tt isnot
here that indifference must find its limits ¥

ButI go further, and say, if we had
{aven remained indifferent, we would not

he most profitai b and | the less have made, without willing it, &

choice. Because true religion meriting



