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is a gay and thoughtless damsel, easily ini-
fluenced by anything which appeals to
the senses ; a light, highly strung nature,
anc which feels, does flot reason. She is
affected by music; flot in the sense in
which Abt Vagler is carried away by it, but
in a purely sensuious ivay. Shie can actually
"Icave off talking" to "hear a master
play." Shie is incapable of understandingy,
far less of expcriencing the rapt visions of
the truc artist. To lier, music merely
suggrests that this gay life may possibly
hazve an end-it does not tell hcr of a
higher and better anc. H-er glory is de-
parted. Wealthi to hier takes the place of
gcnius, and shec prefers " actually living"
ta the " life of the mmnd.»

«Venice spent ivhat Vcnice earned."

Thraughli er susceptibility ta impres-
sions of al kinds, she earned a thoroughi
appreciatian of the delights of the sen!s1.,
and she spent them-enjoycd them ta the
full. Shc did nat earn or discern a soul,
and therefore could not spend or use it.
Thc highiest ideas she could grasp cancern-
ing, a soul i'ere mental, nat spiritual

'Vou know physics, somnething of geology, etc.,
You'Il flot die, it cannot be .!"

Broingiicl farms his judgrment af the gay
city upon the fact that there is no life left
ini lier. Thie " Soul's Tragedy " lias been
enacted there, and ta ail the highier phases
of life slie is dead. Shie is bankrupt, bc-
cause she spent whiat she earned and laid
Up no storc of incorruptible treasure. H-er
present poverty of saul is the resuit af far-
mer extravagance an d negi rcct.

6. The cbaractcristics or Browning as a poet or
love.

VERY large part af Brawning'.,
paetry cansists of lave-lyrics or poems

dealingý with the ematian af lave, written
%vith mnuch tenderness and 'revealing thc
noble sentiment and gentie pathos af the
poet's character. The key-nate af his
w~hoIe teaching is Lave. It is greatcr than
cither knioiviedge or thaughlt, because it is
the spirit of both. It is in this, the mast

poiverful of the human passions, love in its
mystical ideal and spiritual fervor, that the
depth and fullness af the soul is best rea.
lized. LIn its most simple type lave is the
passion of soul for sou], an exchiange af
ideals, a response of depth ta depth of
human life. Browvning dwells on the soul
of love and flot the farces by wvhich it
springs, nar the effects whichi it praduces.
There wvas a great deal af decp-seated
affection in his nature; ta those whlo knew
hirn bcst he wvas the truest and most layai
of friends. H-e laved %vith a large heart
such as few cati give ta lave. Ini parting
from a friend his last wvorcs w~ould bc:
"'Remember, wherever yau are, if yau need
me, send for me, I w'ould go ta the ends of
the earth ta serve you." His marriage
ivas a truly happy ane. He loved his ivifc
with an intense passion. We read of
their ideal home with its books and paint-
ings, its terrace and balcony full of floiv-
ers, and the large drawving roomn where
" She îvho ivas the glory of it al" sat ini
hier low arm-chair.

In mnany af his lave lyrics the poct
brings before us with ramaintic realism
pictures; af unrequited love, of a «Ihopecs
haping and a pathetically rcsignried lave,"
etc., etc. There is lia talk among his
loyers of " bligylîted hiearts ;" no professions
of cantempt or af reproacli, but a noble
resignation and a grateful sarrow. 1In
"CJames Lee's Xife" w~e are presented

twitli a picture of a truly uncanquerable
wifcly lave-" a love that %vas a life anîd a
life tlîat îN'as lave." Browning's touch is
alivavs singularly refined ; lus sentiment
neyer verges on hysteria, and because of
his idcalism luis îvarmthi neyer strays to-
wvards caarseness. Lave is ta him «one of

tthase supreme, indomitable passions w'haichi
upset the xuice balance af prudential nio-
tives, reveal nature ta itself, and raise us
above the earthi upon the wi'e of self-
saicrifice." It is lifc's igçliest prize, and
witluout it life is imperfect. Tliuugh un-
requited, it brings its own rcivard. Thase
who have loved are better for the revelation,
even if others wvin the prize for îvhiich thev'
contended. By learinig lave meni leariî God.
and love in life prepares us for a life ini
love. Thîe highler the ideal the mare pet--


