
THE PORTFOLIO.

of al]. In the olden days neidier mun ior wornan possessed mnuch
education, and we find the old Earl of 1)ouglass uttering thanks to St.
B3othwell that only one of his sons "could peu a line." Gradually
learning became fashionable for men but wvas flot consideredi necessary
for women, except for such as were of the iost illustrious parentage.
Nowv tue old prejudices against the education of wonien have died out,
slowly to be sure, but none the less surely.

Our new year for College works lias broughit to the halls rnany
new faces. For ali we have a welcome, warni and cordial. Greetings,
fellow students! and may you ail one day, flot far distant, be seen
seated iii a place of honor on the î)latform of our dear old asseuîbly
haill, awaiting with radiant faces the bestowal of the laurels you have so,
justly earned.

A REVERIE.-

Does nîy littie brown willow basket, so filled wvith the implenients
of feminine industry, suggest any thouglit but the soug of weary won
d'stitch, stitci, stitchi?" Ves, indeed, niany-rangingover ]and and sea,
'Mernories of mny a sad, and nîany a happy hour in its sulent coni-
pan ionshilp.

W'here, 1 wonder, did these willows bend over rippling waters ?
XVas at by the side of the bine Moselle, sorne peasant inaiden chanted
the songs of J3eranger, as she braided the pliant osiere, or under the
grayer skies of our own Connecticut did a Yankee girl give my pretty
basket its shape ? Lt is graccful enough to do credit to French taste,
and substantial ênoughi to claini a New England origin, s0 it brings
thoug-hts of both hands.

Let us examine its contents. A little box of birch bark made by
Indians iii far Minnesota. WVhere and how did these wvild red nmen get
their ideas of grace? Th'le carving on it is very like the r-nost graceful
Grecian designs. No jeweis rich and rare does it contain, but needles
bright and sharp, in their little paper cases marked with the lion and
the unicorn. So uiy fancy flics froin the wilds of northern MNinnesDta
to a dingy uianufacturing town of oid England, aud the needles, do
they not suggest the pricks and scratches of life ?

Here is a small straw basket, uîost dainty in its fashioning. Lt wvas
nmade near a sea-side resort in Rhode Island, hy the Indians who stili
linger near their oid hunting ground. How can one fail wheu hearing


