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“YOUNG HELPERS’ LEAGUE.”

THE

OYER 20,000 YOUNG PEOPLE BANDED TOGETHER [N OR-
GANIZED EFFORT TO RELIEVE SUFFERING
LITTLE ONES.

In accordance with our intention, of which mention
was made in our last issue, to deal from time to time
with some ot the morerecently created agencies where-
by the ever increasing work of Dr. Barnardo's Institu-
tions is carried on, we purpose in this number taking a
more or less comprehensive glance at the methods,
objects and results so far attained by one ** branch
of the service,” which, although it has only been in
existence four years, has already dome splendid work
in carrying on the war in behalf of *childhood in
distress.”

We refer to the ** Young Helpers' League.” As the
name implies, this is an association whose membership
consists in the main of young people. It is only in
comparatively recent years that the inmense potentiality
of the enthusiasm of youth, consolidated, has been re-
«cognized by the majority of those responsible for the
mobilization of the militant forces of the various religious,
philanthropic and social reform movements with which
the Christian world abounds. At least it is only in recent
years that recogmuun of the possibilities of o'gamzed
youth as an aggressive force has been turned to practx.

cal account to any great extent, But this is the age of

organization, and it is, more than any other period in
the world's history, the age of Opportunity for Youth.

And to-day the cry all along the line of Christian,
philanthropic. or other, effort, having for its object the
elevation, spiritual, moral or physical, of mankind, is
** organize the young people.”

The Boys' Brigade, the Young People’s Society of
Christian Endeavour, the Epworth League, these are but
three of many kindred associations, unknown, perhaps
unthought of, even when the youngest of qur subscribers
was born, which are now most powerful auxiliaries of
the churches with which they are affiliated. The num-
ber of young people enrolled as active members of the
three organizations which we have named reaches igto
the millions, and these are hard at work on every con-
In addition to the undiminished ardour of
youth, the tendency of which is ever '* onward,”
young workers possess all the advantage, and it is con-
siderable, which accrues from a knowledge that on each
individual member rests the responsibility of maintain-
ing theefficiency and good reputation of his Society.

tinent.
these

Just as a private citizen might under trying circum-
stances yield to considerations of personal safety, whereas
did he wear the Queen’s uniform he would run risks ten
times as great sooner than allow a suspicion of cowardice
to rest upon a member of’his regiment, so will the mem-
bers of an organization of the class we are alluding to
be found ready to make greater sacrifices for the well be-
ing and good name of their regiment, than they might deem

necessary had each one only him or herself to consider.
This is one of the great advantages of union. The
interest of self becomes subservient to the well-being of
all. When this principle has been thoroughly grasped
and taken well to heart by all mankind, what a very
different world this will be !

With this new factor, organized youth, making its
influeace felt on every sidein the ever waging battle of
Right against Wrong, it was the most patural thing in
the world that Dr. Barnardo, always on the alert to
add to the forces at his disposal for carrying on the work
which to our readers as to ourselves is a matter of
warm personal interest, should decide to organize a so-
ciety of young people whose motto should be, in sub-
stance, ** Help to the suflering little ones,” and whose
efforts should be towards the practical exemplification of
their motto. This desire on the part of Dr. Barnardo to
enlist the active sympathies of the young people in the
work of child rescue crystallizéd in the “Young Helpers'
League '* which was established on January 1st, 1892,

In tracing the course of the " Y.H.L.,” as the asso-
ciation is familiarly termed, since its inception, we shall
quote freely from Dr, Barnardo's subsequent annual re-
ports, also from a most interesting article which ap-
peared in Night and Day shortly after the " Y.H.L."
was established. The article in question was from the
pen of Mrs. Eva Travers Evered Poole, a lady whose
life is indeed devoted to work for the Master, and who
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