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"Milkc Laboratory," something on the lines of tlie \Valker-
Gordon system, mighit be expected to be particuiarly useful
in protecting, infant life against that dangerous forin of dis-
ease, zymotic, epideiuic, or summer diarrhoea.

In followingr some such methods as inay be open to, a
local authiority, in tryiing to reduce thiis excessive wvaste of
infant life, it should neyer be forgotten thiat thiese are oniv
aids in that direction and that thie truc and only rational
solution of the problemn lies in thie production of healthy
ciidren and keeping them hiealthiy whien you hiave got them.
Thiis can only be attained by the State assuming and dischiarg-
ing its du ty of preserving the stamina of the race, and in main-
taining a race of mothers capable of feeding their offspring.
It necessitates the supply of rational education to ail senior
children in personal hygiene and matters closely affecting-
thieir own welfare and that of the community. As stated above,
girls shiould be taughit to understand the principles whichi
govern the proper discharge of the duties and the re-
sponsibilities -which must be theirs in time-thie managnient
of children, etc., in fact trained to be good hiouse-wvivcs. Such
training should iii ne -%vay necessarily interfere with the
ordinary intellectual training of children, indeed it shiould be

asuitable mneans of focussing andi applying- practically thieir
general education.

It is to be hoped thiat in arranging the details of school
studv, tlie Education Departr-nent wvill give this subject the
proinient position -vhich its great importance nierits.

0f the third grroup little need be said, its contribution to,
the infant niortality will vary with the seasons. Thiere is one
cause of increased miortaiity from ail causes, however, that
deserves flue serions attention' of thie gyoverniment, viz.: the
unrestricted sale of patent niedicines. The admninistration of
miany of these to chiidren, there ean be ne doubt, is respon-
sible for a considerable nuinber of infant dcaths.

These pernicious drugs have also a very direct influence
on the birthi-rate. To such an extent lias this cvii gro'n in
Australia thiat towards i906 a Royal Commission wvas
appointed to investigate the subject in all its bearings and to,
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