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Australia has inaugurated a crusade against the mosquito. The
filaria parasite may be conveyed to the blood by the bite of the mosquito
as wve1i as by drinking poll.uted water. Malaria aiso prevails in many
parts of the island.

The birth-rate of Australia has beer' steadiiy decreasing. The Church
of England in Victoria has taken the matter up, and is co-operating with
the medicai profession. Lt is urged that the government should prohibit
the manufacture of ail abortifacial drugs andi appliances and stop their
sale. Ail houses wvhere women go for confinement should bc under
inspection.

Dr. Hugh H. Weir, wvriting in the B. M. J. of recent date, on the
origin of Beri-Beri, remarks that those wvho wash the rice thoroughly
before cooking it escape, whiie those wvho cook it with its dust, suifer
from the disease. After the husk is removed an epiplyte develops on the
grain wvhich generates a nerve toxin.

Dr. Wm. Murreli reports a case of disseminated scierosis greatly
beneiitted by the injections of tiodine, or thiosinamin-ethyi-iodide tiodine
can be oblained in phials containing 0.20 centigrammes in i c.c. Lt is

best given hypodermically. In one case of disseniinated scierosis 168
injections were given in 5 months. The improvement wvas very marked.

Dr. Charles A. Duncan, of New York, has invented a projector by
which he can throw the picture of an operation into an adjoining room,
where the details of the operation are explained to the students by an
assistant. Above the heads of the operators there is a dise furnished
round its margin with electric lights. In the central opcning there is
piaced an oblique mirror. By another mirror and lense the picture is
thrown into the room on a screen.

The International Confercnce for the suppression of the opium habit,
which met in Shanghai, China, sometirne ago, has done good work.
There ivere four',cen countries represented, China and Japan taking part.
Thiere wvas an evident sincerity in the minds of the delegates that strong
measures shouid be taken to restrain the evils of the opium habit, and,
specially, opium smokingr Ps it exists in Chitia. China ,vas one of the
rnost anxious of ail the countries to have the evils of the trade cuirtailed.

One of the big conventions of the year wviil bc the 3 6th annual con-
ference of charities, -which opens in Buffalo on June 9 th, and continues in
session for a %vceliz. It is expectedi that i ,,oo) persons will attend fromn
ail parts of the Unitcd States, and owing, to the meeting being so, close
to the Canadian border the officiais hope for a large representation fromn
Canada. Ail wlio can rnake it ct>nvenient to att,'nd wvill bc made wvelcome
to thc meetings. An.ong- the speakers wvill bc the Ieading philanthropic
ivorkers of the continent, and every phase of social and philanthropic
w-ork wvi1l be discussed.
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