
ended fatally. The disease presented itself in long as they are of such a character that they
two forms : the catarrhal and the membranous, do not cause destruction or inflammation of
though a tendency was observed for the former tissue; that the bcst applications to use are either
to pass into the latter, especially in the late suiphurous acid cf P. B. strength, or cirbolic
stages of the disease. In the catarrhal type, I acid, oue part of acic to sixt p trts of watcr; or
contented myself with syringing the nasal pas- permanganate of potass, one grain te an ounce
sages, and swabbing the fauces with a streng of water or peroxide cf hydrogen (ten volmes
solution of chlorinated soda, repeated very fre- strcngth) and that the best method of applying
quentily, every hour or two. In the membra- one or other f these solutions is in
nous phase, I adopted the local application of Dr. ALDER SMITH (cf Christ'S IospiL) aise
nitrate of silver, almost invariably in the solid writes thus: "I most certaitilv believe in the
forai. This I use very freely, stirring it into, use cf topical remedies in diphtlicria. I con-
and, if possible, under the exuded mass, coin- sider carbelie acid te be the best application,
pletely breaking up the latter, se as te reach and would advise its use in the ferm, cf a dilate
the diseased -surface beneath. In very bad steam-spray. If the patient werc old euough,
cases, I have made this application as often as h wuld aIse use te the patches te followinr
three times in. ene day, se, as te keep pace wvith solution :-ý. Glycer. acid. carbet., acidi Sul-
the renewal and extension cf the patches. In phurosi, lq. ferri perclor. fort., or, partes
addition, I give repeated mouth and nose oquales. But I thik the repcated use cf a
washes cf chIeine or permanganate, in order at dilute carboli acid spray to be moat important.
once te disinfeot and get rid cf déiris. The Dr. T;oms BARLOW coincideS very muc
form of qucry dees fot embrace internal treat- with these pinions, and suggests a mode cf
ment ; but, as 1 always push perchloride of mron dealing with the discase whea it attacks the
t the lirait cf toleration, the passage of it over nasal passages-a ceomplication usually regarded
the diseased iucous tract must, in sone degrew, as very senius. "I There is," lie says, "one
be rcgardcd as a tepical application. Up te the group of cases cf pharyngeal diphtheria where
present tiie, I have met witl ne treatment a very simple topical rc edy ith , I an sure,
that offers greater advantagcs than the abeve, advantagcous; th-ose, namely, wlierc there is au
and its severity may be mitigated by the con- acnid discharge fro the nostils, and a pre-
comitant local application cf morphia in pow- sump-tien that there are shreds of tenacious
der, by means cf the insufflator; and I cnfess mucus and haf-mebranous stuih on tlle pos-
at the risk cf appeain, obsolete, to a preference teior nares and the back cf the palate. sl
fer that metb d which las so often stood me in these cases, se simple a meas re as twice a day
good stead.e flushing round the posteeior nares vith plaia

Professeor M oCAL ANDERSON, On the other watecr tbrough the nstrils-the niouth being
ond writes t us, that " he is ntirely opposed kept open-gives sonetimes great cofer t l
to the use f caustics an ether strong applica- breathing and swallewing, and as I believe,
tiens in cases cf diphtheria, as being ijufious lessens the tibks cf septicwenia. The q antity
as weîl as increasing the distrss cf the patient." cf mnembranous plugs wich can be reaovred i
But$ he adds, that lie las great faith a thd e this way, without any risk cf heaving a bleeding
loa cal aplication cf carboli. acid cfhe strength surface, is sometiaes cnsiderable. regard
cf two er three grains te the ounce cf water, t appli cations te tc tonsils and sft palate,
and to which one drachm, cf glycerine bas been glycerine cf carbelie, acid lias seemed te me the
added. This maybe usediiithes hapef spray; best thing te use. It dees net hake a super-
or a large mouthful may be taken frequently, ticial white sheugh. like hydrochloric acid and
and alowed te lie for a short tim e at the back nitrate cf bilver and it is not s panful, and
cof the throat without gargîin." it can be applied daily. Occasionaly, it is

Dr. ROBE T CeRY aais expresses a sirilar tru, membrane re-forms ver th area wlere
opinion. Il1 believe," he says, the use of tpi- the carbooth ba been applid; but Il have seen
cal applications is advantageous in dipjtheria, se the same thing occur -vith the caustios above

279OF MEDICAL SCIENCE.


