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1 cannot close this paper without calling atten-
tion to the importance of having intelligent, skill-
ful and devoted nursesin charge of these patients.
Two scts are necessary, onc for the day and
another for the night, and they should have
received special instruction in taking care of the
tube, and also in removing or placing it in an
emergency. I cannot but feel that my success
during the past year was due in no small measure
to the admirable care which the patients received
from the nurses of the hospital training.—ZLowuis-
ville Med. News. ‘

BUTTERMILK IN SICK STOMACH.

Dt. R. J. Peare thus writes in the Zherapeutic
Gasette, April 15, 1885 :

An irritable stomach, it will be admitted, iS
often a most serious complication in the manage-
ment of sickness. In occasional cases, of no par-
ticular gravity otherwise, oftenest in diseases of
children, this difficulty leads to a fatal issue.
Buttermilk, so far as I am aware, is an untried
remedy in such cases. I have had some experi-
ence recently with it, quite satisfactory in a few
instances. Four cases of persistent vomiting oc-
curring in succession, intolerant of any other treat-
ment, gave way kindly to this,

Case 1 was that of a child about two years old.
The vomiting was unaccompanied by other sick-
ness. ‘The child had not retained anything, fluid
or solid, for two days ; the food being almost im-
mediately ejected. 1 suggested buttermilk in tea-
spoonful quantities, every ten, then every five
minutes, the milk to be quite cold and as fresh as
possible.  The vomiting did not recur, and in two
days the child had changed from a condition of
impending death from collapse, to nearly its nor-
mal condition. In place of teaspoonful quantities,
the stomach soon sustained larger ones, and so on
till an ordinary quantity could be taken.

Case 2 was that of a nursing child suffering
from a mild derangement of the digestive process,
accompanied by fever and persistent vomiting
‘while anything remained in the stomach. The
mother’s milk was immediately rejected. I again
ordered buttermilk, in the same manner as be-
fore, much to the surprise of the parents. Nextday
the father reported that there had been no vomit-
ing from the time this treatment was commenced.

Case 3. This was an adult female. Three weeks
before she had been confined, and at this time
was suffering from a mild attack of peritonitis,
with constipation and nervous troubles. There
Was constant nausea in this case, even when the
stomach was empty—a feature in which it differed
fom the other three.  Buttermilk was cooled
with ice, and carefully given in gradually-increas-
Ibg quantities till it was retained quite well, after
. other remedies had all failed, and 1n twelve hours
It could be taken freely. The nausea was overcome
[With more difticulty in this case than in the others,

Case 4 was that of a child one year old and
weaned. The mother had been away from home
some distance with the child, visiting. While
absent, a slight diarrhcea occurred, accompanied
by sick stomach. When I saw it the stomach _
difficulty predominated greatly. Everythinggiven
was immediately expelled with force. The mild-
est remedies were not retained a moment. The
stomach was intensely sour, 'and food taken
therein days before was passed from the bowels
undigested. Buttermilk, as directed in the other
cases, was ordered, with lime-water. The vomit-
ing subsided very quickly, and the stomach could
soon tolerate boiled milk thickened with flour.
"This change became necessary on account of the
condition of the bowels, which now became as in-
tolerant of the buttermilk as the stomach had
Dbeen, the milk passing through immediately after
ingestion,  After the change of food no passage
occurred for twenty-four hours. ) ‘

Four successful cases will, of course, not estab-
lish the value of any remedy, but the recital of
them may lead to further trial.

So far as I have observed, buttermilk does not
coagulate in the stomach, as does new milk.
This is, perhaps, its only advantage over the
latter, but one of inestimable value, since the
coagulation of new milk casein, so likely to occur,
utterly forbids its use in many cases. In the
“ summer complaints” of children, for instance,
buttermilk might be found eminently appropriate.

THE TREATMENT OF TAPEWORM.

Dr. James Tyson thus writes in the Med. NVews,
March 7, 1885 ¢

There is, perhaps, no one condition which has
brought more opprobrium upon the medical pro-
fession and more “ grist to the mill” for quacks,
than tapeworm, and to our humiliation it must be
said that quacks do seem to have more success in
getting rid of tapeworm than we do. There are,
1 think, two reasons why this is so. In the first
place, it is certain that they do_not use different
remedies from those commonly in use by the pro-
fession, but they give larger doses. In the second
place, they see a large number of cases and deve-
lop a sort of specialty, which, like all specialties,
produces greater skill in treatment. When I say
quacks, I mean more particularly advertisers and
those who use secret remedies ; for in their treat-
ment of tapeworm, they undoubtedly use remedies
which experience shows to have been useful.

In order that a tapeworm may be successfully
treated, it is necessary that it shall have a certain
size ;so that if a large part of the worm has been
brought away by medicine, it is useless.to give
anything more until the remaining part increases
sufficiently in size.

There are half a dozen remedies for tapeworm,

_and they are all good. I think that the two best

are. probably the ethereal extract of male fern and



