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of the substance of the, lens is an’occurrence: so incomprehensible, ‘that
1b has never been conJectured to oceur, and i is’ consequently not men-
‘tioned by authors. . I ¢an well understzmd in the shock of the fall, that
tearmg of the capsule of the lens might oceur; it would, indeed, be very
likely to happen, as the capsule of the lens is descnbed as transparent,
j‘hlcrhly elastic; and “brittle. . The peculiarity of this membrane is that,
when ruptured ‘the’ edges roll up, with the outer surface innermost, s
that if, as is described, there had_ been rupture of the anterior capsule,
consequent- on the shock .of the fall, I cannot see how the lens did
‘mot slip out.. . I should think any-force sufficient to tear the capsule of
the lens: ,would be qulte sufficient to rupture the suspensory ligament of
the lens itself. "How the substance of the lens became cracked and split
upilike a-cheval glass is still more difficult of comprehension, unless
Probst-and . the -two dogs had lenses of peculiar construction for the
ioc.casmn .because anatomists describe the lens as eonsisting of concentric
layers; of ;which the.external, in the fresh state, .are sofb resembling
"somewhat gelatme or pa.ste ‘Furthermore; the concentric layers are
capable of demonstration only by boiling the lens in water, or. steepmfr
it'in alcohol Do .
‘ hésé reﬂectmns were. made at the time T read Dr. Dyer s-paper. - I
have since had an opportunity of - examining the eyes of the criminal
LMaek who suffered death on the 23rd instant. In this case the length
‘of tho drop was six feet;and, on post mortem examination, it was found
"that,the secoud cervical, vertebrse was torn away from its attachment to
third, the medulla was: ‘torn -across, and the os hyoides w1th tongue'
'severed from its attachment to the . thyrmd cartﬂa«e there was general
‘congestmn of all ‘the viscera, - :
'Throuvh the kmduess of the oaol physwmn Dr Bezmblen I procured‘
both.eyes; ‘and’ exammed them carefully with: the ophtbalmoscope, and‘f
subsequently anatomxcaﬂy " Nothing abnormal existed ; the cornea Weref.
not a§ transparent as ‘during’ hf‘e, a, peeuhauty whlch is notlced ag: af
‘cadaveri¢ effect. - The lens was. perfectly normal, and ‘its capsule mf,ac
The: left eye: was more - convested ‘than the' right (the knot was on'the’
righ sxde), and’ there'was; on- its outer side, rupture of &' blood-vessel :
with effusmn ‘of & small clot ‘situated between the sclerotic: and* chioroid:
¢ ose ‘tosthe: attachmeut of the margin of; the iris. -
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