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Tire Nvord KoRAN, derived froin tire
vcrb KCARA, Io q-eaci, properly signifies the
reading, lcgend, or that ichicli oîugtI bch
read; by wvhich mnie tire Moliranniedaîrs
denote not oniy tire erîtire book or vohrnîie
of tho iCoran, but also any particular
chapter or section of it, just, as the Jew%%s,
in tieir langtiage, cail tire whoie Scrip-
turc, or any part of' it, by the naine of
Karalb, or Mica words o? preciseiy tire
saine origin anîd iniport as Koran. Tis
book iinust be regarded as the code of'
Ia-%vs, relig~ionr, and inoralily, w'hich IMo-
hamrned, ini his character o? legisiator
and prophet, proiulgaitcd to the people)I
o? Arabia. As it is thicerore- tire orrly
book 'of lawv amnong the ',Ittsstiliials, and
comprehcnds also thc religious doc trines
whlri tirey are taughit to behieve, it fol-
loxvs, that withi them a doctor in the Iaw
is also a doctor in theology, whlîi fWO
professions are whlly inseparable. Tis
law, upon whichi is fouirlced ahl their the-
ology and jurisprudence, is conîprised 11ithre Koran, ini tire sani.te rinrer ais tire
civil code of thc Jews is coniprised iii the
five books of Moses.

Tire collection of moral traditions, coin-
posed of the saying-s and actions of the
prophet, and foriingZ a kind of suppie-
ment to tire Koraur, tire Moslenis caîl flic
Sonnak; just as tire Jews have denomi-
natcd the book coutaining thieir oral tra-
ditions, fl-ic Mlina.

Tire entire Koran is divided into one
hunudred aird fourteen portions, which are
dcnominated Surats, or chapters; and
these again into smaller divisions, called
.dyat, answering rîearly, thougli not cx-
aetly, to Our verses.

There appears to -ne an entire, absence
of anything like design or mnethod ini ci-
tier tre laxger or thre smnller divisions.
Neither tire time ut which thecy wcre de-
livered, nor tIre inatter tiey contain, was
tle rile by wiiei tirey were arranged.
They wvere, in faet, apparently tlrrown
togrether without order or meaning. One
verse lias seldom any connexion wvith tire
preeeding; and tire saine subject, uriless
it be some narrative, sueir as tirat of Abra-
hum, Josepli, or Piharr'.oh, distorted from,
tire Saed Seriptures, is in no case con-
tinued for a dozen verses in succession;
eaeh one appears un isolated precept or
exelaintion, tire tendency and pertinence
of winiclr it is often difficuît and frequent-

ly imipossible to discover. The first nine
tities wlvi convey to the reader a fair
conception of thc arranigement, and somie-
thing of' flhc nature, of thre sabjeets emi-
hraced in tire wliole. 1. Tire Preface.
'). The Cowi. 3. The Farnily of Irarn.
4. W\ýornen. 5, Table. 6. Cattie. 7.
AI .Araf. 8. Tire Spoils. 9. The De-
claratioxi of Tniuinity.

Irnmediately after tire titie, at the head
ôf every chapter, wvitli the single excep-
tion of the ninth, is prefixed the solen
1bri, "IN THE NAME 0F THE MOST DIER-
cwrL C4'oD.11 This formi is cailed by tire
1\lohaniiiedanis, Bisniillalt, anci is invari-
ably placed hy thern at tire beginning of
ail thon' ibooks and -%vritings in gencrai,
as a peculiar mark or distinguplslring chu-
racteristie-of their religrion: itbe ingdemn-
0(1 a species of imnpiety to omit it. The
Jewtýs, for the sanie purpose, mnake use of
the formn, 'In tlic naine of the Lord,'' or,
'lun tire naine 0f' the great God;' and tire
Eastern Christians that of, 'lIi the uîamc
of tire Father, and of the Son, and of the
lloly Ghost.'

Iii its general orîtîjue of fhcets, tire Ko-
rani corresponds with tire Old Testament
iii tire folio-%ing historicai details: tire
accounts of tire '?creation of the world;
of tihe 1h11l of Ada.13n1; of the general de-
luige ; of the deliverance of Nuai and Iris
family iii the ark; the cali of Abraham;
tire stories of lsaac and Tshmnael; of Ja-
cob and tire patriaiechs; tre selection of?
tire Jews as God's cioscu people; tire
propietie office, miracles, and administra-
tion of Moses; the inspiration and autho-
rity of tire Ilebrew historiarîs, prophets,
and psalmîsts, especiaily of David and So-
lomonl; and, lastly, of the promise of tihe
advent of the lvressiali, wiitli many o? thre
acconipanying î)redictious respectingy it.

Agiwithi tlie flew Testament tire
Koranl concurs in tihe recognition of Jesus
Christ as tire promnised Messiah. o? tihe
Jews; iii lis miraculons conception by
tire breath. or spirit of God; thre irarracu-
late urativity o? the Virgin Mlary; his
titie o? Logos, or Word of God; in the
rniraculous birth of Johin flic Baptist, son
o? Zecirarias, as his forerunner; ini his
performance o? many mighty signs and
miracles, such as heoling thre sic~k raising
tire dead, and corrtrofling and casting out
devils ; -in iris rejeetion anrd persecution
by Iiis own countrymexi; iris- cudemha-
tiou to thc death of the cross;3 his bodiiy*


