
CORRESPONDES <'E.

IlTacs heed iinto yoiirgelve.s, and to ail the 1. Thpy avwftàiy rontradict eRch otlcer.
flock over wbicb the I{oly Gbost bath inade Irenieus testifies tisat Linus wax inade bisbop
you (episcopous) bishops or overseers. -Acts ut' Ruone by Paul anîd Peter, and after bita
xx. 17. Il Lero," says Dr. Campbeil, Ilthere Anaclettus, nda at'ter him Clement. Terteid-
cao be no question thac the saine persons are lien testitles tiiat Ciement %vit'< the first bi.sbuip
denentinated presbyters and bi-sbups." Nor of' Ruome aCter Peter. Eusebitis declares that
is this the only passage in whbirh xve fid Linus %vis the tlrst bishop of Rome after the
the termq convertible, In Titus i. 5. it is cnartyrdomi of Paul and Peter. Agaîn, that
%aiti, "For tbis cause klf 1 te iu Crete, Péter wae the first bihop of' Anitioch. Again,
that thou shouldest set in order the tbings that Ettodius %vas the flyst bishop ot' Antioch.
that are wvanfing, and urdaini eiders (Gr. pres- Jerome dpclares that Peter $nt at Rule
biiterous) in every city ;" andi then it followvs twenty-ftve years, until te last voir of Nera.
in verse 7 "For a bishop (episcopon) mitst Agaîn, that Igîîatius w&a4 the third bishop of'
be Inmiss" T liI<e inhnner, the Apostle Aîitiocb aller the Aposcile Peter. Dionyshu,
Peter uses tihe tenus, while addire.-sig the bisbop of' Ruine, abserbs that Peter camne ta
Christiaris of Pentusý, GaLatia, Cappadocia, Ruminu the beginnîng ut' Nera's reigti, andi
Asia, and l3ithynia, provincesfull of Christa bat ihpre twenty-five years. Nero reigneti
churches anti pastors at the tiine. lIe ex- Jbut lourteen years; andi, according, tu the
borts ail the eiders of ail these cliurcbcs tau îîîtî'd testiiny of auetiquity, pat Peter tu
exercise the office of a bisliop, (Or. episco- death. Origen says that lie hati rea in tu he
pountes), rendered in our translation t«king %vorks of a muartyr, that Ignatius n'as the
the orersighdt; se the eiders were the bishopi, second bishop ut' Antioch afCter Peter, Epi-
or else they hati nu right tc, exervise theinseives piîanius deciares that both au ant Petur
in the office. Agaîi, iu the Epistie to tihe wvere bîshops uof Ruome.
Chnlrch of Philippi, Paul sentis bis salutation '3'iese inîstances prove that tise fathers,
te the saints, Il with the hishops anti deacous.,." hiowever sincere, anti however satisfactory
These coulti not ha bishops in the prelatleal their testimony concernhsg farts which passeti
sense; they cotilt l'e noise cisc than the uindar thair osvn eyas, yet receiveti tradition-
eiders ot' the churcis or conrraécin ac ccut luosely, andti ioth helieveti and
Finaily, the largest anti most particuier ac- recortiet much of wbat toute place before their
count given of' the officers of the Nev Testa- turne, without truth or evidenre.
ment Cburch, is founti ini Epi. iv. 11 :- 2. The works of several ut' tbe flithers have
IlAnt ihe gave corne apostles, acid soine pro- been interpolateti, corrupteti, anti partially
phets, and corne evatsgeiists, andi soine pastors lost. Conceruing thse episties of Igniatius,
..xd teachers." On this Dr. Dwi<rltt re- which are pecuiliarly appeaieti to in thîs cons.
marks.-,' Here we find at ipast four sorts itroveizy, Moshelim observes, that he estetins
of officers ins thse ciiurch, four clisses oI inen Iltse authentieity of thse Epîst3e to, Poiycarp
who are enipowercti each tu do somnething in to bie extramely dubious ;" and tieciares tbe
the church svhich tlsey oniy bail a rigîîc Io question concernîng ail lus episties to labour
do. Tise office of .dpostles is acknewieledl auter mu ch obscurity, anti to a e barracsed
on ail bsandis long cince ta have tereninateti. îwith many difiiculties. Whcrc there is su
Of Propitets, it is eniy necessary to observe, much uincertaints', a sale reliaiîcc ca.inot ha
that their uffice must terminate, of cocirce, tplaceti for the tiecibion ut' nny po)int tiot ether-
%when inspiration termninales. Evangeists, wiie suppurteti.
the tbird ciassc bere mentioneti, are ufiiversîsily 3. Corruption anti tise love of' power have
acknowledged to bave beau extraordinary itisrown thse churcis uncer an Episcopal orin
officers, and te bave ceased inl a very enrly of governmeut very early, andi it bas been thse
perioti of tbe ebtîrci, uniess tise word tic sup- prevaiiug forin since; but suisse of tise snst
poseti to tienute merei)y a minister wvithout, a plous antib best informed of the f.ithiers4 freeiy
tare. There remnins, tisen, only Pàors and acknowsredge tlîat it %vas not su iu thse begin-
Teacisers. Prom tue pbraseolog-y here uceti, nîng.
it appears ta me evident, that they uvere not Jerome, the translater ut' the Latin Bible,
two distinct orders uof men, but une destiued a great anti powerful writer ot' tise fourthl
to feed anti tearh tht' church. The langu.4,e century, aud wiîo iveti anti dict in Palestine,

nsfot as ia thse preeeding clauses, Ilsoine says, "that a pre4byter is the sams as a
petons and Soeae teacliers," but Il sore pastors ,bishop; anti that originally thse churches
sud teachers," that le, corne who wvere both wvere govprneti by thse joint council of tise
,peaors andi tsachers. To teacis tbe cburcb presbyters." Again: 'IlLet tbe bisopi
is te feeti it witb thse bread of 111e." kuow chat tbey are greater tisan presbyters,

IV. Great use is madie uof tbe prartice aict racher by custom tissu hy the ceai appoinît-
testimony of the fathers ia support of Epieco. ment uft' he Lord." Andi agalis bc ,ay4s
pacy; but tbis îs a brokea reeti te tiepend "'Ainong tbe aiscipntq, prechyterf; aud bi-,hup%

iPoe. u-crc thesaeie."-Dr. Dwigkf's Thco., vo)l. vi.


