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Seripture. For the only inspiration wvhich is recognized becornes
known to us by personal experience. The power of the Scrip-
tures to lodge Christianity and- its doctrines in the minds of those
in whom the Spirit works is what is meant by inspiration.

For this view of the witness of the Spirit this author dlaims
the authority of the Westminster divines, as we have seen
Robertson Smith alleges that of " ail the fathers of the Protes-
tant church."'

In emphasizing the witness of the Spirit, these authors have
directed attention to an important truth wvhich has often been
too much overlooked in modern times iii this connection ; but we
cannot admit that it should be allowed to supersede the carefut
discussion of inspiration, or that these writers have presented
the uoctrine in its proper relations, or that they are entitled to
dlaim for their viewvs the sanction of the Westminster divines.

\Vhat wve shali attempt in this lecture is to examine the
Confessional doctrine of the authority of Scripture, consider what
is involved in the witness of the Spirit of wvhich the Confession
spe-zks, and, lastly, inquire into the relation wvhich the witness
of the Spirit sustains to the authoritv and the inspiration of
3cripture.

1. THE CONFEiSSIONAL D)OCTRINE 0F THE AUTHoRITY
OF SCRIPTURIi.

It is stated with great cie arness and care ti the Confession of
Faith, chapter I.4-3: "'The authority of the Holy Scripture,
for wvhich it ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth flot
upon any man or charch, but wholly upon God (who is truth
itself) the Auithor thereof: and therefore it is to be received,
because it is the XVord of God. Vie may be rnoved and iniduced
by the testimony of the church to a high and reverend esteem of
the Hcjy Scripture, and the heavenliness of the mratter, the effi-
cacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the conisent of ai
its parts, the scope of the wvhoIe (which is to give ail glory to
God), the full discovery it makes of the only ivay of mian's salva-
tion, the many other incomparable excellencies, ani the entire
perfection thereof, are arguments whereby it doth abundantly
evidence itself to be the Word of God ; yet, notwithstanding, our
full persuasion and assurance of the infallible truth and divine
authority thereof is frorn the invard work of the HoIv. Spirit,
bearing witness by and with the \Word in our hearts."
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