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lï.overnmcnt for a return givîn. the number of
l>titions and signatures, it -%vas asccrtaincd
that in ail 166 petitions hiad been presented,
and thiat to these 12,944 signatures wvere at-
tached. '[ile Govcrnrnent being asked %vhether
it was their intention to introduce legisiation
on tlic subject, made reply that thecy were not
prcparcd wo do so during the present Session.
Mei action of the Government on this niatter,
or radier their inaction, only goes to show hio%
inuch greater is the nccessity for vigorous a.nd
perscvcring agitation of the question by peti-
tion and othierwise.

Your Committee observe with much gratifi-
cation that a stand is being takzen by the min-
îLîcrs of different denominations in regard to
unnccessary Sabbatli funerals. The clergymen
Of the Chiurchi of England in the city of Hamil-
ton have, in a recently publislied pastoral
.iddress, iiitimated their decision nc't to offici-
âte at Sabbath funerals cxcept undler urgent
circumistances, sucli as may arise from hot
%veathcr, daing,-er of infection, etc. The reasons
gi1ven for this decision are that the conducting
Of unnecessary funerals on that day deprives
,lie caretaker of the cernetery and lus assist-
ants of their Sabbath rest, interfères ivith Sab-
5iath SiQtoo1 wc'rk, hinders n'any from attend-
in- cvening service, and encourages desecra-
tion of the Lord's Day. The other ministers
of the citv inaintain a sirnilar attitude. It is
Lo be hoped thiat this good example Mnay bc
followed by ail ministers of religion throughout
die Domninion. In contrast to an itemn so
plcasing, your Co.:iimittee regret very rnuch to
have to report that the G. T. R. Co. have com-
iiienced running. a passenger train eacli way
on Sabbatli betveen the cities of Toronto and
lHamilton. It lias, until rccntly, 'been the
professed policy of the Company to start no
passenger trains on the Sabbatli, and tbis open
abandonriient of their prcviously professed rule
s the more significant arnd deplorable.

Our intimate relation to the United States
is such ithat this report %vould bc incornplete,
<iid it not make reference to what is lieing donc
'liere ini the interests of Sabbath observance.
ind your Cominittee arc gratified to kniov tlîat
iery substantial progress is being maude. The
ncw i'enal Code in respect of Szibbath obser-
vance throughout the State of Nciv York came
irito force on the first day of December, à1882.
On die first Sabbath under the newv Code,
sone two liundrcd, persons wvere air.-stcd i
,hc cîty of Nev York for Sabb.ith-brcaia.g,
-CCIlpi-ising grocers, butclîers, drivers of ve-
llý;cies, bout-blacks, newsp.-pp(r veidors, pfcd-
lers, ba-bers, ci-ar dealers, dry goods dealc.rs,
Dili-posters, andi others. The l~ 'ork Ob>-
scr:'cr speaking of thc salutary c.*.ct oif the
ncw Code, says in its issue of t1îat îveck, 6' I
is the univcisal tcstimony that l.ist Sabbath
\vas tie inost quiet and ordei1y Sabbaflh d.ay
known to the prescrnt gencration in tiîis city.>

Your Comimitte± have also very much pleasure
in observing that Col. B3ennett 11. Young, re-
centiy electeC,. President of the Louisville, New
Albany and Chicago Railrond, lias set a noble
example to ail railrond authorities in respect
of the Sabbath. The only passenger train
that wil1 be rua on that day is that carrying
mails, and efforts svill be made to discontinue
it. In case of perislaable goods or live stock,
freiglit trainj %vili run when iîcessnry only.
The order f'urther says :-" Yon %vill in future
ruri no excursion trains of an>' kind, for amîy
purpose, on the Sabbith. This order i1pplies
tc; camp-meeting- trains. If Chiristiain people
cannot find other places for wvor!ship, this coin-
pany ivill not violate tlic divine and civil laiv,
and deny its eniployces the essential rest on
the Sabbath to carry ilhemr to camp-meeting
grTounds. I amn also inforii.ed that a number
of the company's ernployes hiave conscientious
scruples aga.-inst any wvork on the Sabbath.
There are, flely, otliers wlio do îlot fcet s0
strongly on this subjcct. UJnder no ordinary
circumstances must any enîploi-ce wvbo objccts
on tie ground of his religious convictions be
ordered or required o dIo any service on the
Sabbath. If atny difficulties arise in tle execu-
tion of this regulation, yo'x wvill please report
themn to me for consideration, and you vTili also
notify the employees of their ri.lîne on consci-
cnuious grounds to be fully protected ini the
observance of the day of rcst." he friends
of the Sabbaili in tie States and in Canada
ivili wvatch %vith mucli intcrcst the hittory of a
railroad managed in sucli a marnner as to give
public recognition te the atiority of God, re-
spect to the clainsof religtii,. and opportunity
and encouragemient to ail its cmployaes to
avail themsclves oif the rest and privileges of
the Lord's day.

In conclusion, Vour Comimittee recommend:
r. That the at ten tion of Synods be called to the
im-portance orrequiritig %written reports from
thieir respective Corniitees on Sabbath Ob.
scrvancv, so iliat said reports can be forw-irded
by Synod Cierlzs to the Asseambly's Conmmitce.-

2.That tlie Gcneral Asse.ubly's Committee bc
authorizcd to correspond %vit.h simdlar Coin-
ititces of other Churchcs, ivitli a view to

united action in eniforciing thc preserit Sabbath
lawv, and in pcîitioning the Dominion P.-rlia.
mnenu, and, if alecessary, uhe Provincial Legis.
latureson the subjcct of Sabbatli Observance;
and in the cvent of joint action, that the
Asscrnbly's Coînmitec transmit b.aiil forias
of petition to the Clcrks oif tic several l>res-
byteries to lie signed and forivardecl, and that
l>resbyteries report tlieir action in this inatter
to ile Asbeiiibly's Coiniîtee.

W. T. MC.NIULLEN, Couvener.
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