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defence. This is ol she needs. She asks nojwith the robes of light, and beautiful with the
other zdvantage of Protestants. She knows the|beauty of holiness, and offers 1o a distracted people,
strength of her own cause and the weakness of, werrying and devouring one another, the olive
theirs; and if she can only be met in fair discus- | branch of peace. She has a faith, once delivered

sion, she fears not the reasult. All she asks of{
Protestants is, that they consent to reason, instead
of declaiming, and confine tnemselves to facts
instead of falsehoods. o

Al appearances indicate that in this country the
grest debate is coming on, and is likely soon to
absorb the attention of the American people.—
The better portion of the community are daily
losing their interest in political disputes,—their
confidence in the ability of government alone to
secure even the temporal well-being of a people ;
and are beginning to feel the necessity of a religion,
fixed and firm, imwovable amid the fluctuations of
time, and able to command the passions, subdue
evil propensities, wean the affections {rom things
of the earth and place them on things above, and
direct all our energies to gaining the kingdom of
God and his justice. Our sects are breaking up.
Puritanism has exhausted itself, and Congrega-
tionalism totters to its fall. The Presbyterian
Church is divided&into hostile factions, and the
powerful sect of the Methodists is torn by schi:msg
and internal divisions. The Baptists must follow
the fate of their Calvinistic brethren. The Epis-
copalians, boasting of their “admirable liturgy,”
and pretending to be ‘““a braneh” of the Catholic
Church—divided between high and low church
info two parties, one seeking to get rid of the
name of Protestant, the oiher to retain it,—having
the form of godliness without its reality, must cre
long fulfit the prophecy, that a kingdom divided
against itsell cannot stand.
any of these sects is out of the question, much
more the union of them all in one body. What
have they, torn with intestine divisions, ent up inlo
cliques and coteries, each armed against each,
each controverting and confuting what each ad-
vances, (o offer (o satisfy the religious wants
ol the American people ? Do they not see that
their power is gone? How are they to recever
it?> They may exhort one another to union and
peace. But what principle. save the negative
principle of haired to Cathclicism, have they on
which to unite, or which can be the principle of
peace? Do they not see that their contentions are
mevitable, their divisions impossible to be healed ?
They deserted the principle of unity, the ground

of peace, when they left the Church. They have
foolishly, like the rash builders in the plain of]
Shinar, stiempted fo build a tower which shouldi
rezch to heaven, and God confounds their speech
and disperses them abroad.

I this state of things, the great question of}
Catholicisn necessarily comes up. The Catholic
Church eteps forth in the majeety of ages, splondid
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to the saints, which she has preserved unimpaired
through all the changes of time, to offer them;
she has a worship consecrated by u long line of
saints and meityrs, now reigning with Jesus in
heaven, to offer them; she has a Church, which,
like the ark of Noab, rises sublime on the deluge
of waters, in which are the chosen of the Lord, and
safety for all within to offer them ; and will the dis-
tracted mind and the wearied heart slight her offer
“Come unto me,” she says, in the name and tones
of her Master, ¢ ye who lubor and are heavy laden,
and I will give you rest.”  And i her invitation ore
not likely, in these days, to be heeded ? We have
sought repose, we have found it not; we seek it
everywhere, and we find it not; we scek it in this
sect or in that,—-it is not there; we seck it in infi-
delivy or indifference,—it is not there, for there is
only the repose of the charnel-house. Where, then,
shali we seek it? To whom, then, shull we go?
To whom, but the blessed Jesus in the Church
which he has founded as the medium of access ‘o
him, wlio only has the words of eternal hife ?

We do assuredly look vpon the times as auspici-
ous for the Church. We do assuredly look apon
the spread of Catholicism ia this country, as likely
to be speedy and extensive. Its adversaries must,
then, meet 1t, must renew the debate, and defend
themselves if they can. That they will, there can
be no doubt. They will go over the old ground,
and free themselves, if in their powver, from the old
chaiges of heresy and schism. For with the spread
of Catholicism revives faith in Ged, faith in Christ,

'8 Ry farth in the Church; and with the revival of this
Union in the bosom of '

faith, men cease to sit down easy under the charge
of heresy or schism. Heresy and Schism become
again words ful! of meaning, end of a terrible mean-
ing, which cannot be looked in the face. Orthodoxy
recovers its old sense, and men fecl, that, without
the true faith and the true Church, they are without
Christ, and without Christ they are without God.
The seets must prove that they, os sects, are s 3em-
bers of the Lord’s body, and that they maintain the
trae faith; or else abandon their pretensions, and
acknowledge themselves to be rightfully con-
demned as heretics and schismatics, and  thero-
fore as dead branches, severed from the vine,
whose end is to be burned.

——

Srate or Revicron iv ST, Thowas, &c.— Gross
Inroruzaxce or Dexwark.~—In a letter by the last
packet from St. Thonuas, in the West Tndies, I have
received, among other interesting detnils, the fol-
lowing account of the gross and shocking spirit
of religious intolerance, vnder the banner of the
liveral, professing and Protestant, all-interpreting
Denmark. The best French priest I ha. . met here
(says my correspondent} is thc Rev. Father Abt:
Mignon. He is as full of love for Trelund 25 if he



