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Yotu refer elsewhere in vour article to an alleged
struggle for ascendancv and control of affairs between
conltending factions in ()ntario and Quebec. Allow
me to assure you that in this. vou exaggcrate the
Situation ont of all proportion, and the ballots cast at
the last two annual meetings clearly show the unani-
mity of sentiment on all iatters of real significance.
Buit wh'1enx vou talk of "sectionalismn and provincial-
ismii." and lepflore that these shold have been "sub-
stituted for the national spirit that alone can build
1,p to great influence and material success any institu-
t:on having more than loca! aims." I amn quite sur that
it did not occur to vou for a moment th:'t .r own

article bore the interpretation of the iarrow er point
of view, and that vou were naking a direct aplpal
to the "provincial" spirit. \Vhat, :ou ask. .t ti ,
stitute doing for lritish Colunbia? Notinig iore
and nothing less than it is doing fur ()ntario or jue-
hec or Noya Scotia. lis efforts are being directed to
proloting the welfare and interests of t1 . Linn i
divstrv of Canada. and tiat knxou s nu Pron incial buntu-
tlarieq. If. however, tlcse cifo *ts are being inîsdircct-
Vi1 to the detrimxent of anxv secti ix of the ning comn-
mlunity. thei your ground is well takei. but ingket
lias vet to be proved.

H-. AlORTlMEER LAMIl l.
SecretarV Canadiai n \iiiiingý Intstitute.

.liontrea!, Quebec. August 15. 1906.

\Vc willingly pullish the foregoing letter. li
reply we state that ve believe ve are iii a position to
slhow\' ( i ) that. prior to the appointmient of the pre-
sent secretar-. vry important matters .::<ss:
of wiithxout Westernî ienbers of the couicil lavinxg
been given a voice in their disposal. iii one instance
involving serions financial results wtlot even .a
quorum of ieibers present: (2) that there nost as-
suredly was a determiiined struggle for *asceiidancy
and control" between "contending factions in ()ntario
and Qucbec." whether the present serretary is in ig-
noranîce of this fact or not: and ( 3) that, as pre-
viously stated by us. "ix the report of the aninual
lecting published in one of the mxost important mxin-

ing journals of the word there was mention of pro-
gress in Quebec and (ntario, and of the prospecti of
the Yukon, but iever a word concerning the fact
that EIritish Coluimbia last \ear made a record iii
miinîeral production and diat its prospects for the cur-
rent year are distinctlv favourable to still further
!lrogress": but sinice we have the secretar\'s ..s:r-
ance that the miinîxg interests of Western Canada
have latterly beenl. and are, receiving thxeir due share
.f attention we are content to let the mnatter rest at

ihat. our object being not to endeavour to discredit the
Iustittute for the sake of doing so. but to stir the
co unIxcil up to followinig the excellent exale set by
hue Amxericai Institute of \lining Eniineers which,

we still thiik. bas of !ate vears slown far iore ac-
!ive symxpathy with the mining interests of the Cana-
.Iian Northwcst than lias the Canadianl \lining li-
-titute. We trust, though. that before the Journal

of the Institute for 19o5 shall be printed sone mxean.s
will be devised for rectifying the omission of refer-
ence to lIritislh Coimîbia's considerable i icre ne m
mineral production in 1905. so that simpe ustice many
tims be done this I'rovince in that inmpo:,,ttt pubbelii-
lion.

There are several other points upoint in which we are
not in agrecement vitlh the secretarv's presentment of
the case, but for a like reasonx to that atready given
shall abstain froi going linto thei. \Ve mxxust. low-
ever. express our regret that the secretary shxouild
seem to have attributed intentional iifairnxess to us
ii the inatter of the length of tiie the Intstittte lias
liei ii eistence, siice ne oply look for stichx imxpi-
tations fron tliose w\Iho are lic the habit of insrepre-

enîtîing n. hmever theN criticise. \\ e thnk it. to
>a lie least tf i, t geicrols. tu suggest titentional
unaiti rness on the 1>art of the editor of the I. C.
\I iu Ri.m> when lie made the simple nuiîstake of
rgc-ardiii the Canadian .i\mmg Institute as liaving
b.ceen incor>prated 18 years instead of eiglt. Never-
thcless ne lcartih uish the secretai substantial suc-
c s in lis efforts to greatl extenld the tisefulncss of
tie Illstitttte and ni particuilar iii his attention to the
t anadian \\*èst.-Editor l). C. Mmxtxe, Rv.col

According to a \\aslington correspondent of the
I.cndonx Critic. the Uinited States .\lint aithorities look
for an enormotus inîcrease iii Alaska's go'd production
in the next few vears. \laska. the\ sa\. has been
mercIv scratched on the surface. \\ith improved ina-
chinery and abuinidant capital to work the mines. the
output can be made second oily to the Rand. Apart
fromu its extensive altivial deposits. Alaska possesses
nuimierous l-a ore propcrties. whicl. as the
Alaska-Treadwell shows, can be made to pay hand-
somely wlcnl worked on a large scale.

''hie Slough Creek Gravel Gold. Ltd.. reorganised
and registered in London. Etngland. as the Slotigi
C'reek. L., is emxxploying 36 IIen (inlclid.ing 12 Chi-
nese on the surface. underground men a!l being white)
at its ideei)-drift mine on Shotgli Creek. Tie Ashx-
croft Journal states that progress iii retimîbering the
drain uîunel through caved ground is slow. but this
vork is beiiig pishxed aliead steadily. li the main

workings a souith drift is being ruî froi near the
head of the first incline: on Augtst 17 the drift had
gravel in the roof. but ino trouble fromt water or
pressure hîad becn experiencced. The pilpose of driv-
inig this drift is to draw more water and to determine
vhether the miaterial decrease that lias latehv taken

place in the flow of water underground miav be re-
garded as iiidicating that the problei of draiiing the
deep gravels so loig grappled vith. hias at length
been successftully solved. after several years' work
tovards this end. Thie mine shaft-house is beiig en-
larged. to house 'two more steai boilers ordered.
Other additional Cqîjuip cit being obtaiiied includes
an engine with 16 bv 36-lin. cylinders and a direct-
acting hoist with 7-ft. drumii.


