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%vitit a pîopulationî of' four liuîîdrod tlîousagîd. A tidal
iiave swept ove* the district in 1495 A.l)., and

dcstroycd the wholc eity Ro thnt thore ie only a smnall
towii at theo preseuit timo;. The Monastcry ivas putu
by the Enuperor Slîounu ini 737 A.. namd the colossa
bronze image waq cast in 12.52 A.D., by order of the
silo gtnu 'rita. the image roîitîdi us ut once of
the greuit images q4J)<kCi of in the OId Testament
wvritin g. To get a faîir idea of the qize of the D)ai-
lteti let ti- try tu realize tho folloiving iîcsurenients
",ivtI to Ill dicng %with al photo of t he imlage. The
Ç'ciglit is tifty foot, and the eircuniforence inety eielit.
Th'le face is eiglit -uîd a1 liait* foot long ; the eye our
l'cet; the cuir six anîd a liaif anid the noso three foot
vighit ineliose. Thle leîigtlî front ktuce to knce if; thirty
.;ix feet, aniti thei circurxîforcnoc of theo tiuib is thréo
foot. Blut it is wlici one gocs itiside, and finds liimself
ini av:ious :îpartinouit Nvhcre a good couîgrcgatiouî
nîiglit %wor.sip tlitit the dimnsions arc rouilized.
Thcre tire aitari and othor piaraphernalia tif worship
inide(l, andci 1U suppe it iatters littie whcther the
ilev(itee3 repenat ti iir prayors ifl5i(1 or outeide tho
lîiaîge. Tiiere ie sornothing v'cry drcary ini the end-
less repotition of aî fow sgyllal îles tu the infinite Buddha.
It ks cîtireiv dune tu the iiluence of Christian missions
0bat tho' Juîpanisese xîow iiscrilie to fluddhui aimost uili
1i ll.ttrilîultcs of God and Christ. 1le je infinite. Moni
lire totaliy dtejîr-veci and cannot bo saved by the
wolrls tif the lii. 'flic> must bo saved by thec grace
of Budoliia. Th'Ie ilain interest of Bîuddism centers
rouind thie questions of gin and su«feriîig beyond doubt,
but the uîscription tif the Christiani rnthod of doliver-
auce froni botu tu Buddha, i4 iînifestly borrowiîîg
fronti Christianity. Witiiin dte lirecîlcts of the 31onas-
tery tixere is anitlicr temple wlich contaitis a colossal
image oif the goode ss tif niercy. If one ivishes to sec
the godidess, lie payi the attendîig priest a ernall foc,

nti etreujoli ai tdor is openiot into at dark apartmcent.
The îîricst lighits aî limp and theo goddess hecomes
visile sliiiiing' frcin hieud tu foot ini pure gold. Her
licad i., away tl anîong Ille ralters, so that the lamp
lias tu lic lioi4tc.l iii to the roof in ordor to get a view
tif thie fcatuî os. This is ii î'ry izîférior piece of work

:î cii i':i1' with the I >ai-butsti, anti the interest
Iie,ýi lu te fut that hitre -we have a goddess of inercy.

~iciare founul in alinost every mîonastery in China
aînd .l3iîii, .11nd it il', thereforo, a grogs error to say
iliat tlic lieaîtheit kni nothuuîg about a deity of
încrey. It ivore strauîge indecd, if the impulse which,
ledl thîen to lrni(' otiier gods according to their feU.
%vaîts, wcre to forsake iliein whoen tlicir heurts oraved
foîr iiiercN', su tliît tîtere %votild bc no deity cmbodying
dit. Vollcption of niercy ini tîteir pantheon. Of course
it k lqerfecttly truc tlinît vvratl, malice and rovenge are
tîr mure iîrcîniiieîit as characteristics of their gods,
anîd ini their w'riiîtlîau the lica-,-cily attributos of
iiiercy,. titi love %vlieiare the vcry core ofChristianity.
.No pl:îec w:îs evér better suited for holy thought and
licavcîulv îîicditation thait titis anciont fane, and we
van oilv hope tliat qoinetliinq of that is prosent lhoulà
thsere i.4 .Itl t*aîvidet(-i of It. Sotiiing disturbs the

' iiietiltess of the -,Cqtl"otered p)lace except the duIl
iii ring of' the l'acifie ivaves hrcaking on dit beach
hlow, .111id tiî:tt :îiîiîtist -scms to increase the silence,
:ind to lend the plat.c ait air of s9olitude and loneîjicess
vliv*i would ie o oppressive if one iiad to romniî veor
long. The isioiîks. aund priestq, ani the prior hitnseof
%werc ail vvr v eturtetius3 and obligiîîg whici is fot
iti îv.v: the case nt oriental temples. of course it pays
theuît wclI to lie oliligiuîg ut Kamakura as tbcy derive
a groat rcvcuuie frontitlie foreigiiers who vikit the
place. Apart froin th-it I have never known, tic
jîricsts tir attendants in Japianese temples te lie otiier
tinîni deccuit ini thocir treatient of v'isitos. Possibly
t.oiiiie of the iniý:e.ionarics ut work there xnay have a
uliffcit story, amditliey alono arc competelît to tell uis
%vltat ,iatnr (il . ;Iirit tîxose pricets arc of. WVc lave
the place anîd %valk liîck over the site of what was once
a PucIiloii5 cilv. huere men lived, and toiled mnuch
aFsw Io <ilw InW ie iliglît tiîey were almnost ail
taken tg) anîtllir worfld and- aIl boére is as quiet as if
tlîoy iad nover licou. W'itlir a few miles of us arms
are leing forgcd anid diils constructed to carry more
into thîe cternity, but ini a few liîndrcd yeu.rs t hat too
shaîàtl ho a tlîing or the îast,-and ail the fuma and fret
shail ho over forover. _ý,o t ho generations live and die,

conic and go froint aic o g an wo a4k-'.Is-it flot
ail vanity and vexation of spiriuýtg [ there nothing
botter titan Nirvana, or tlimîin alsorption itito the
atrean ofhceing? jTcsus sasYs-"In nîy fatlîer's
houme are imany mangions, '-- and wc dare trust MIin.

Beyond thet scea of Mine
Anuti mad tobi's otroi
8euuam in chsupelu prime
0f body snd of ot
Tbf. oft.d 1 fala Voîild keep
Tisa hope V'il not lorego
xt.nual b. My mlep
Useu to wakec mc."

Religious Instruction in the
Schools.

REPORT 8UERMITTED TO THE 8YNOP Ofr
MONTREAI. AND OTTAWA.

Q4iiA IiizEi.)

The1 report presenoed to the Syîîod of Montreuîl anîd
Ottawa on religious instrueticît ini tlic eliole n'as of
g retit intercet. Regardine religicus instruction ini
Ontario sehoola the Coxuimitteo cxi)resso(l tito opinion

thst the beet solution would be tiîat adoptcd l>y tic
Protestant Comîittee of Quelîec, that of haviîig the
<>ld and Noew Testamenit litory tuglit hy thte
touchera c. î>art of tho rogular curriculuin cf "every
sohool. 11tîê was a fiel 1in wlîîch ahl the Uhrîstiaii
denomninations were practicaliy agrced. It involvcd
no doctrines, but eupplicd Uhc liasis of knowledg on
whîich ail the Churches fornied thoir doctrine and the
best preparation for definîte religious instruction ini
the home, Church and Sunday school. The repo)rt
rcferred in congratulatory termis to the changes mnade
in the Quebec law which would inîprove the eondition
of elementary oducatien. Anong titeqe changes we're
the iranting of teachers' diploinas by cite central
hoard, the fixing of the minimum salary nt 8100) per
annuin, under penalty of losing tho Ciovernînient grant,
and the increase of the Govcrnnîent aippropriation for
oducational purposes by 85O,M«), whtich lias mnade if
possible to increase the apocial gratîts te ploorer muini-
elpalities and encourage the boetter touchers iîy b)oitiqe.i
for more succoseful work. The P>rotestanît 'oimittce
hiait also taken a stop) furward iu requirixtg duiat adi
tachiers should have a Normal School trainiîng in
orcler to obtain diplomas at ail. The policy of the
Quebec G.ov'ernment iu fohloviig Uie exn.îîîple cf
Ontario by iiîtrodueing a bill to pilace the Educaticît
Departrnent under tho control of a rc.osposible. Minigter
was warznly commcndcd, ani it wa.s pro1ihosied titat
the LUIt thrown out. hy influeice in the couneil vou'îd
go throuigh ncxt Session.

The repot ,av risc to coniîidcrabledicso.
and Rcvs. Dr. Nore , Dr. Croihie, Dr. Aruuîstrong andt
A. lienry andi NMes«re. Moodie ati Titye %veto
ap)%tt( Coiîîxnittec to draft a resolution beiring
on the question of religiouq instruction in the school.

Home Mission.-The Western
Field.

Addressing tce Conference oif the Synod of Toronito
and Kingston, 11ev. Dr. hiobert4on uttercd nxany
truths worth pondering. Tite question, 8aid lie, wliich
somne y cars ugo had been ruîised whether the grrat WVest
wouid ever bo of any use to Canada lîad licou satis-
fuctotilv sottIcd, he said, and it was now rccogmiizcd,
that it'was a good, thing for Canada that there was a
West. It iras a ncw country opcncdl to occupation by
the sons and dau.ghters of the peuîple of en-sterx
Canada. It had great stretches of fertile prairie land,
from which hast ycar fiftcen million dollars of iect
and cattie hîad heen exported; it iras iiînmetiselv rich
in minerais, and Un the Vacifie coaSi. 'cre fisýiries.
equal to those on tho Atlantic. In a fcw years the
output would not be fifteen, lîut fifty or ono hiu:tdred
miIlionq of dollars. Hie desirod te sec the Cinadiartu
go lu and occupy this great country more than they
were doing. li thought tbat the young Cunadians ain
the Eut instead of atudylng law and medicine, and
even theology, oughto tudy mineraiogy and geology,
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