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TRUST.
What oan wo do, 0'or whom the unbeholdn
Hangs in a night with which wo cunnos ecpo?
What but look sunward, and with faces golden,
Bpesk to each ¢cclice 8oftly of @ hope ?

Can it be true, the graco Ho is declarine ?
Ob, lot us trust Him, for Uis words aro fair !
Mun, what ia this, and why art thon deepsiriog?
Go2 shall furgive theo all but thy deepair.

OVER LAND AND SEA.
A telegram has been received (rom Madras conveying
the information that Principal Miller, Moderator of the
Free Church of Scotland, is dangerously ill. He has

been for some time in bad health, and his condition is
now critical.

What do you do when, in reading the massive folios of
ancient English authours, you meet passages written in an
unknown tungue? Paragraph after paragraph you read
with all possible fluency, instantly apprebending the
author's purpose ; but suddenly the writer throws befor2
you a handful of Latin, or a handful of Greek : what then?
If you are absurbed by the interest of the book, you
cagerly leok out for the next paragraph in Ewnglish, and
continue your pursuit of the leading thought. Do likewise
with God's wondrous Providence-Book. Much of it is
written in your own tongue—in large-lettered English, so
to speak. Recad that; master its deep significance, and
leave the passages of unkpown language until you are
farther advanced w the rugged literature of life, until you
are older ang better scholars in God's probationary school.
The day of interpretation will assuredly come.

Ex Sccretary of State John W, Foster is teaching a
Bible class in the New York avenue Presbyterian church,
Washington, which is attended by about sixty people,
including scveral public men. He conducted a similar
class last year, and awakened much interest.

Every mmmnister and member of the Church needs, for
his own 1nformation concerning the condition and work of
the Church, to be a constant reader of at least one of the
Church papers. He should also possess a copy of the
Annual Minutes of the General Assembly, which contains
the name and address of every minister in the Church,
and very much valuable informatien in relation to the
operations of the Church from year to year. We can
hardly think that one will love his Church as he should, or
be greatly interested in its work, if the above mentioned
sources of information are ncglected. We are also
persuaded that our Foreign Missions would be better
supported, if those who are active in the ficld would make
use of the church wecklies by sending in at least quarterly
a bricf account of their stewardship.

Through the bequest of the late Mr. Robert Logan, of
Maitland, the Presbyterian Church of New South Wales
has happily realized a sum of maney roughly cstimated at
£50,000. The interest from this bequest is to be devoted
to the extenuion of the Chutch in the country districts.

One thousand dollars are offered for prize bocks on
“ furming and Maintaiming Character on Bible Principles.”
For the best book of 30,600 to 1c0,0c0 words the prize is

TORONTO, FEBRUARY 25, 1897.

$1.50 per Annum

Souo; for the neat best ot is §400. The theme is an
unportaat and practical one, the books wanted are not
large, but popular in style; and must be sent to the com.
mittee of award under the Green Fund, care of the
Amenican Sunday-School Union, Philadelphia, by October
1st 1897.

The Secretary of state for India has made this strong
statement: ** The Government of India eannot but acknow-
ledge the great ubligatin under which it is laid by the
benevolent eaertions made by missionarics, whose blame-
less example and sclf-denying laburs are infusing new vigor
mto the stercotyped hfe of the great population placed
under English rule.”

The Young Men's Brotherthood of Andrew and Philip
has two rules, one of daily prayer, one of invitation to Ssome
fricnd cach week to church ot te Christian work. “The
Presbytenian wing of the brotherhood had a very successful
convention recently in Newark N. J. It has proved a
helpful arm of work in many churches.

Joachim Pecci, the present Pope, made 2 will sixty
years ago in which Le gave his property to his brothers on
condition that they would say fifty masses each year for
five years after his death to get his soul out of purgatory.

If it takes a fortune to get a Pope out, how about poor
sinners ?

The Cincinnati Commercial Tribune, of February 8th,
has a two-column article or the cigarette evil—its strong
grip upon school-boys. An investigation makes the
pernicious effect of the habit apparent in many ways, but
especially in low percentage in examinations and in a
wexkened physical condition. An Anti-cigarette League

s been formed, having now over one thousand members.
Fach member takes the following pledge: ¢ We, who
«ign this pledge, promise that we will not smoke :zigarcttes
and will usc all proper means to prevent othiers fiom
smoking them.”  In some of the schools the boys magnify
their loyalty to the pledge.  In the Windsor Street School
the League has two hundred members.

The warden of Wisconsin state prison reports that 37
pur cent of the convicts cannot read or write. He also
estimsates that of the ilhterate population of the state, of
theage when they may be sent to the state prison, one out
of every 173 15 so sent.  While out of those of the same
age who can read and write, only onc out of every 1,557 is
so convicted and sentenced.

Beyrout, on the shores of the Mediterrancan, and at the

base ol the glorious Lebanon, is well known to all tourists
in Rible Lands. It is the greatest and most powerful
centre of Gospel work in these fascicating regions. The
Syrian Protestant College, an outcome of mission work, is
a notable institution, with twenty professors and 292
students in its three departments, medica), collegrate, and
preparatory.  The press of the American Mission exerts a
powertul Christian anfluence by its books in the Arabic
Janguage which in 1895 amounted to 24,686,516 pages
Ten different agencies of Evangelical work are operating in
this beautiful city. It has thirty two Protestant schocis
with 700 buys and ther fifty teachers ; 2 3o girls with
their ninety teachers,
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