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OI'TIONAL BALLOT,

————

Devate tn the Lotal Lepislature

- —

Oo Monday afterncon last Mr. Conmes
moved the secrnd reading of his bill to give
av optional ballot to Separate Schools.  Ife
sald- Mr Speakor, in vising to move the
eecond readiog cf this LI 1 do co with &
great deal of embarrasanient, fur the reason
that outside of the provisions of the bill
there fa much sectiment of an undesirable
charactor, and for the further reason that
misundorstandings avd milsrepresentations
uwnlly foliow a discussion touching such a
question as surrcunds ti is measure.

1 can only say at the outsot that I have
0o desire to tay avything that would jar on
the feelinga of anyone, Linerely wish to deal
with the question from the standpoint of
what I coucelve should be the aim and
nbject of all truo Canadians  If in dolog ao
I condemn that whicl I bolieve to be ln?ur-
fous to the future of this ccuntry, and if I
refer to certain parucns, 1 1o so from a sonre
of duty and not from any desire to bo per
sonal

] may esy that the draft of the Lill which
§ handed tho Law Clerk to revite had en
alternate provision, which left {t optional
with the Separate School Board as to whether
they should avail thomselves of the machin
ery of tho municipality or conduct theic
own clections as at nresant
it, it was inferrcd that this procision was
not important, and so the bill was curtailed
in this respect.  Fur the first reading it did
uot matter, but I attach n.ach importance
to it.

1 asanine that inasmuch as the measure is
oue dull..f with the rights of tho minority,
po ono will object to the proposition that
all reasonable safeguards lhouldpbo employed
to tho en1 that these rights will nnt be pre.
judicrd by tho leglslation proposed,

When the home tuls bul was pasing
through tho Brtish House of Commona
numerous safeguards were quite proporly
luserted to protect tho Protestant minority
in Ireland, to which no ono objected. Iu
rmponngmat the bl should be amended
0 committee, 30 as to leave arampaired the
existing righta of the Separate Schaol trus.
tees to cuutrol thetr own cicotions, 1
assume I will havo the concurrenco of the

uuse. A8 to whether an alteroato pro.
vizion shovld be employed by which in cer.
taia localities whero the condftioul would be
suitable the achool bosid at thewr opiion
might apply for ballots and ballot boxes to
tho Municipal Council, Is a mstter that can
be sottled by the commuttes to which I pro.
pose to refor tho bill,

Upon conaideration it will be ceen that
the municipsl machinery a8 used by the
Public School elections would not In many
cases bo at all snitablo to tho Scparate
School elections, for the reason that in the
case of acity, auch as Toronto for instanco,
which is divided into wards, it would re.
quire a hundred scrutineers and other
servants, and in most cares there would be
but & few votcrs, while the Soparate School
Board conduoticg their own elections would
require but a fow places and a few persons,
so that, although they would in the latter
a0 bear all the expenro themsclves, yet it
would be preferable to the municipalsystem
a» provided by tho bill as it now stands.
Berides, by giving the Separate School
trustees tho right to name their owa return.
ing officers and time and place of polling
(properly regulated) it caonot be mﬁdo that
io this regard any right the Separato School
supporters now have under the unionactis
taken away. That is the polnt I desire to
safeguard, it is the point about which the
minority are most anxious ; thoy would not,
I am sure, approvo of auny infringemert cf
their rights uader the union act. Tothem
these rights are sacred ; they prize them
highly, aud to anyone who would encroach
upon thim or scek to undermine thein they
would at once say hands off. No one need
flstter himsclf that these echools can be
abolished or even impaited by hoatilo hands
without a struggle, and such a struggleas
this country has never yet seen.

I proposo alo to provide in respect to the-

Goding of the County Judge in cases of ap-
plication to the courtsasto corrupt practives
atd other matters affeciiog the elections,
that a return shall be made to the Soparate
School Board. Tho caly other change of
importance is in regard to tko means by
which tho ballot system msy be adopted in
any 3chool section. Tho bill now leaves it
io tho control of the majority of tho trustees,
but as tho oxisting trustecs were not elected
with scch powers, it would bo anfair to those
thoy represent to give them such control. I

had intended frem the firat not to bring tho :

hill {nto operation until there would be a
now" olection, but as a part only of the
School Boards rotires asnunlly this plag is
surrounded with aomo difficulty. Yet it
would not be fair to cat aut the people frum
expressing their vicws on tha questisn
This waalzo pointed out by tho teader of
tbo Opposition 13 0ze objection to the bill
ip its prescnt form. I propose to amend the
bill 20 as to give tho Soparate Scho:l sup-
rters tho right to pass upor the question

y intertiog a provision that upon the pré.
sentation of a petitinp, signad by a certain
number, tho trustees ahall submit tho ques

In discumsing | that tho measuro will have & uusnimous

" Provinco brought forward foi the considera.

tion to a votoof the Separato School olectors
of the asotlon as to whether the ballot s ystom
shall or shall not be adopted, or by deferring
the ccuming inte operation of ths biil untii
new electivns take place, making them gen.
e1a), o that tho people cuuld elect trustees
favorablo to the ballot §f the( so0 desired ;
but thess are inatters of detail that can be
arranged by the committes.

By affording the means by which the
intuotity of their own frco choice can, if they
o0 deaire, use the hallot to clect theso 8 par-
ato School trusteos, thero can beno infiinge.
ment of any right whioh Catholics enjoyed at
tho unlon ; nothing is taken away, butsome-
thiog additional {s offered, of which the
may, {f they please, avail themselves. It
may bo contended that a precedent for golog
further migl.: bo cstablished by this acutvn,
but whero the freo wall of the paciies inter- |
ested le masntalned how can a procedoot for
ovorruling that frce will Lo created, or how
can these rights bo impaired ! I kuow that |
a great many leading Catholics deaire tho |
legislation I propose. 1feel certain it ls in
tho best interesta of tho Separato Schuols
and of the Cathollo people, as well aa of the
gogeral publio. I know also that, like sll
other reforms, it must in tho cud bo passed,
and 1 doddro it to pass without more strile
or {Il-will than has beon already aroused.

lloldin? theso viows, { can only press my
measure forward, trustiog that tho good
senso of the Iouse will aasert itself, and

suppott.

1 conie now to apeak of the general ques-
tion, and as to that we havo already had
only a few days since a discuesion as to the
constitutional rights of Catholics nuder tho
Buiitish North America Act. I prefer to du
cuns tho matter from what I conceivo to be
the attitudo aud policy of tho two great
partics, tho Conaervative and the Laberal
party. The policy of hon. gentlemnco op})o-
sito 1 sotuated, 1 fear, Ly tho desire for
office, and by a determinaticn to abolish
8o far as possible every sestigo of Sepatato I
School rights gusranteed to Catholics under
the unlon act, whilo the attitude of the ‘
liberal party 1s onoof principle. Thoy y,
aud truly, ** We did pot make this law, we
fuund it ou the statuto biok when we came
to offico; it is asolemn contract beartng the |
sanction of the Sovereign, and we wiil not
violate the constitutiooal rights ol our
Catbolio fellow citizens ; under it such a ‘
course would ba a stultification of tho pria.
ciples upon which the Libera! party rests;
rather would we give plaos and power than
oppress the conscionco of our Catholts |
fellow gountrymen.

Mr. Conmce spoko at length upan the sub-
Ject, the full report of which we will give 1n
our next fssuc. He dealt fully with the pre.
jadice and hoatiiity against Catholics, and
concluded :

Sir, I repeatthat the Catholics of this coun-
try have upon all occasfons being loyal to it.
When tho American army appeared bafore
Quebes, the Catholicsof that Province raltied
to the defence of tho country. Mea of 60
and boya of 18 a'though uunder strong temp
tation, atood loyal in tﬁo defencs of the coun-
try to which they had sworn alleglance, and
spilled their best blood in defencs of the na-
tion; and if the British Qag to day flots
'proudl over that grand old fortreas we owe
¢t to the valor and loyalty of our French-
Cenadian fellow.citiz-ns of tho Provincs of
Quebec. I ausk, are thess the men to be
alienated in the land for the prescrvation of
which their hife-blood was spilled out.

Sir, there 18 yet another phaso of Caoadian
history that it may be well to remembrr
As it was in Lower Cansds, 80 in Upper
Canada, when the caemy crossed the border
tho men of Glepgarry, moatly io defonce of
the country, aud when the scene of action
was on the banks o? the great St, Lawrence,
and when they were giving ground in ths
faco of vastly superior numbers, and whea
the day was all but lost, there camo to their
head a Cathollc pries:, and, with words
which he well keew would quicken the blood
of his Hightand kicamen, ho challcoged his
countrymen to follow him. Hi. valor and
cousage was 80 great that he railed than
agaio to tho onset, and, instead of defeat the
enemy waa driven from Canadisn soil,  Ave
these tho men to be alienated or denied the
full rights of citizenship? I have too much
faith in my fellow countrymen, too muv:h
hapo for the future of my country, to bo
licve that such a apirit can prevall. Lot us
castaw y old illusions and old prejudices;
lot ns have confidenco in ourselves and in
tho futuro of our country, snd march forward
to tho buildiag up, not of ove religion, or of
one race, upan the ruine of anather, but ofs
qroat, united vigorous nation. (Applaute)

HON. MK FRASER,
Hon. Mr. Frazer said that anybody who |
was acqualatd with tho poitical barometer |
of Ontario, know the methods and mannor
and circumatances of tho last two or threo ,
geaeral elections, and knew all the quoations |
rolating to the Roman Gatholic minority in |
this Provinco, would bave no difficuity in |
telling that at the presont time tho politicat
mercury was poiating to a general clection.
Couating tho proposition that had been dis.
posed of already, there had been duting the
present scasion threo goneral propositions
dealing with tho roligions minonty of tho

tion-of tho House, Ho wished he was in

would like to say on the question. But, e
far a8 he was now able to do, he would deal
with some of the ealient foatures of the pro-
positlon nuw hefora the touse. e did not
proposo to go far aficld, bevaane, while much
might be sald on the topic, and somo mattors
of history inight bo appropristely brought
tu bear upon tho debate, yet, ln merey to
himacll, and perhinps still more in moeroy to
his heaters, ho must be very limited and
brief in what ho had to say. In tho propo-
altion befuro tho Houso tgoy were deallng
with the questici as to whother Separato
School trustees shanld bo oleoted Ly Lallot,
It thie question were onn now arlsing for
the firat time, alongeide the question as to
whather wo were golng to have the Separato
S¢' 00l syaton, that is, tho establishmoot of
the systemn, aud we were sottling tho details
of tho whele aystem, fnclading the detaile of
the manner fn which the boards of truatees
should Le elected, ho was {rce to say that,
alihough ho had no particular preforence for
the luﬂot as a forin of olcotion, and consud.
ered ft, in ite last annlysis, a badgo of cow
anlice, and an {adication, to tomo extont, of
alavery of thought, and a Hroo! that men
aro not 80 froe as they shonld by, avd whilst
hio might personally, avd would Seuom\\y.
prefor that all his vosing should be done
openly, in the old way , yet, as ho had eald,
if wo wero now discusing tho question of
Separata Schoola for the first timv, frreapoc-
tive of all the circumstance that have growo
up around them, ho would have no obj:ction
whatover to the hallot if he folt that the
sentiment of the Houso was on tho whole in
favor of it. But, as ho had said more than
onco on provious otcasions, aud he muat eay
again on the present occasion, it was impos
oﬁ;lu to dissociate tho circumstance of this
bill from all the circumstaunces surrounding
{t, which had accompanied it from tho start,
Theso circumatances, ho contended, apart
from the copstitutional aspect, on which ho
haped to be ablo to <ay somo*hing preseatly,
wero such, speaking of them with all falrness,
and without urging anything aceimoninus,
ar wishiog to say avythiag oflensivo, that §f
the position now existiog in the Proviuco
wero roversed, and there voro a Protestant
minority inatead of & Roiman Catholio ininor
{tv, and & Roman Catholio majority instesd
of a Proteatant mojoiity, then the Proteaiaut
mincrity would, as the Reman Catholie min
ority has dono under existiog ~Ircumstances,
regent the praposition to foreo the ballot on
the Separate Schools. It was not coacealed
or hidden it was vot <ought to Le hidden
in any way—~that there is a considerable
portion of the commnuoity that would like to
soe the system of Separats Schoolsabollshed
AH thelr programines and platforms looked
to that end. Ho was aatlatied that if tho
sirustion were as be had suggested, and the
religious minority were cnmioaed of Piotest-
ants fustead of Roman Catholica, and they
saw, day aftor day, a large aectivn of those
who composcd tho majority of tte po.
sometimes fo thelr nowspapers, sometimes in
public, always with the same motive and
the same intent, saylogineffect:  ** Wepro.
poso to do away with tho Saparate Schools
system which you enjoy, and to mske you
attend the Public Schuols, the sonuols which
aro dominated hy the Ruman Catholic
majority’ ; sod supp se, further, that, while
this portion of the R man Catho 10 majority
were continually d seeminatiog theso views,
they said tho ballut »ystem must Lo adopted
by the Proteatant nunority, whether they
wished it or not, ho arked anybody who
wished to deal with thisquestion apart feem
par iunnh:;s if tho lcpfmscd Protostant tin-
ority would not boe fairly stwing their op-
inton wken they said  ** If 1t be your de-
sire to abelish Sopsrate Schools, if thiv {s
what you desiro to accutnpli b, theo wo have
very good reason to fear that weat you pro-
030 to offer us a gift aud.a benofit is reall
intended toboan injury totheSeparatoSchool
system, and thercfore we are determined to
resist it as far us we avo allowed by the con.
stitution.” Woald not that, he a:ked, be
beyond all queation the poaition tho Protest.
ant minori'y would take® Butif, iuaddi‘ion
to all this. this portion « f the Roman Catho.
lio majority which he had sugaested, bisides
advocating tho abolition o the Separate
School system, and declaring that the min.
ority inuat ute tho ballot, accompaniod their
argumenta by the asscrtion that the minority
requi cd to ba freed from their ministers and
clergy, that they could not elect their schnol
trugteca freely and fairly unloss they had the
bailot, would not the auppes-d Protestant
minority resent the propmition that accom-
paoied it* Would not the circumstance
that tho propcsition was accompanied by
such au offensive argument be sofficient to
sccuro tho rejection of the pruposition?
Apart altogother from the constitutional
questions, he said, these two sota of clircum-
stnces alone afforded §°°d asd suffclens
reasoe for the Roman Catholic minority of the
Province having hithcrto said in responto to
the proposition  **If you are opposed to the
existence ol Separate Schools and want to
impose the ballot you cannot intend to do it
for tho rood of tho system. It is not your
purpote to chil:etnto tho Separate Scbool
aystem, bot it is your purposo to destroy it.
Part of the machinery with which you pro-
poso to do zo is this baliot system. What.
over ;dvunla%m you may sco io the opera-
tinp of the hallot, wo bavo resson to appro
hend and beliove that the only motive you

his old-time wigor, and able to say ail he (hu’o at bottom fa tho destriction of the

system.” “Theso two sots of ciroutnatances,”
said Afe. Fraser, ** woulld bo ample warrant
for those of us who belong to the Roman
Catholio minority to reply this way to thoes
whoare thrusting doen our throate, whether
wo would or not, this ballot aystem when
wo are not asking for It, and thore {s no
grisvance fn the matter.” But when the
conatitutional question atood as It did the
ground was parfeotly clear and straight, and
the minority woro bound to resist this pro.
position to tho end. He did not heitate to
say that the position had been somewhat
chavged by what had ocourred, uot ouly
during tho present steslon, but by what had
ocearted 80 long ago as the scssion of 1890,
Beforo that time the voico of the mlnority
was anited on tho subject, but 10 that gesston
Mr. Clanoy voted straight, without hicaltan.
oy, for a compubiory ballot, He did not
want to bo olfensive, Mr. Clancy had &
right to urgo his views and adopt what
courto ho saw fit, He (iho speaker) had no
more tight to s} cak for others than had Me,
Clanoy, eoxcept that he thought he (the
speaker) reprevented the viowa of the min-
ocity, But in voting for the compulsory
ballot Mr, Clansv had to some exteut changed
the mituation. Ilis aciion enabled mavny of
tho Protestant majority, who wero toa large
oxtent indifferent on the subjeot of Scparate
Bchools—and ho could quite understand
thelr belng so—t0 aay that inasmnuch ana
Roman Cathoifo represcrtativo tn the Houso
had voted for the compulaory ballot, it conld
ot bo sald thereafter thoro was no fcolln&
ou tho part of tho ininority in favor of clec?
tion by ballot. But thin seasion the vote o
the momber for Notth Hasex had also buen
cast for the recent motion declarlog that tho
ballot system should be npplied to tho
School Board eclections. An<d now there was
tho proposition of the hon, member for
Algoms, Thls very much changed the situ.
ation It wae said thero had growa up &
sontiment among Roman Catholies {u favor
of tho ballot. It would be news for him to
learn that there {a another Roman Catholic
fa the Province, tave thahicn. gontlemen hd
had moationed (Mr. Clanoy and Me. White)
who wero o favor of tho compulsory ballot,
He thought ho %new someihing about it
For twenty yesrs ho had muved among all
classes of men, aard boen a clwo obssrver of
public affatrs. From no source had he heard
of such a devirc save on tho part of theso two
gentlemen. There was nothing, ho ssid, to
indicato that the Raman Catholica were In
favor of the compatsory system. But there
wero doubtless a great many Roman Catho-
lics who, having i1cgard to the agitation

oing on and to the outcry raised end tho

rritation caused by tho discossion of the
question ; having regard to the attacks made
upon the Separate Schools, and tho exprea
siops used with refercnco to their clergy and
hierarchy, and sctuated by a desire to taks
out of tho political arcna o question calcu.
lated to create so much disturbance and
difference of oplivion, there was nn doubt, be
repeated, o certaln sectinn of tho Roman
Cagholic minority who havofelt they did not
care whether tho Legitlatures passed an
optional ballot or not,

The last fow scntences of Mr. Fraser had
been attered with some ditliculty, and had
boen contibually interrupted by a cough,
His physical u cakness was vusible to all, and
thore was no surprise whepo, after stroggling
agalo for a moment, be said, ** Mr. Speaker,
Tam afraid 1 shall not be able to priceed,”
and sank iato his chair. It war only a
?uartor sfter 5, and the sympathy of the

fouse was menifested in s nnanimous sug-
gostion to mako it 6 u'clock, it Mi. Fraser
could continue his speech uftor recess.
Iostesd of doing this, howcver, other busi-
ness was taken up, on the understandiag
the debate whoold proceed afler recessf
Mr. Zraser felt equal to it,

The Forty Hours at St. Paul’s.

The Furty Hours' devotion commenced in
St. Paul’s Church on Aprit 13th. Ris Grace
tho Archbilh:g assisted at the Mas, which
was celobrated by Rev, Father Keddin,
anisted by Rev Father K lly aa dezcon,
and Mr. J, Mctirand a3 sub doacon.

Tne choir under the ablo direction of Me.
P. McEvay, rendered Hadya's Socond Maas,
Miss F. MoDonnell presided at the organ,
Full orchostral accompanymeat, uader the
leadarship of SlgnOanpolfl.sno, asalsted tho
choir. Tho Maes was sung most dovotion-
ally and with txste. The soloists were
Mesnsrs, Tomney, Costello, Mre. Campbell,
Tapaficld, Shes, Mme. Canall and Curran.

After Mass his Gtaco spoko moat impres-
sively of tho dovotion of Catholics to the
Blessed Sacrament. His words will long be
remembered in St. Paul's

Tho procession tcok place, and was
headed by the Young ]Adﬁ-a Sodality and
the Angels’ Sodality, A feature that added
not a littlo to tho grandour of the procession
and to the dovotivn, was the umiformed
corps of tho Kaights of St. John that accom-
panied tho Blea-ed Sarament.

. On Sunday evenlog Fatuor MceBrady of
§t, Bichaal's College preached ; Monday
ovening, Father Ryan: and on Tuocday,
Father Treacy of St. Mary's.

Tho crowds that attended tho dovotion
wero- a testimony of the faith of the Catho-
licsapd the pioty of tho pariabioncrs.



