W NOTA SCOTIA AND TIE ADJOINING PROVINCES,

T8y

“nents of the chapels on the Comumitted's list, , And in these sums not a forthicg devoted to

aud the revenues of chagpels (1) which ave alto-
‘gether self-supporting. £t ¢ the Commitiee’s
revenue, the £12,000 speat on building, and say
£5000 for parochial missions unaided by the Com-
mittee (I Znow that not less than £1310 are
spent in Edinburgh alone under this cutrgory),
and I reeept the result, £22.541, us the certaen,
thougit inadequate. represeatation of what the
Church is raising, apart from self-euppoit, for
Home Mis<ion purposes at home,

The fourth item on tte howe list is the Ka-
dowment Scheme. And here I am thankful to
fud the figures ready to wy hand, and to see
that the persistent enthnsiasm of the Conveners
and Comumittee resuited last year in the suta of
£30,88, 0s. 7:d.

There remain a few items which may be taken
together,~—the collection last year by the Jomt
Committee on the Schemes, and subseriptions for
Army and Navy Chaplains, Chumba, Shetiand,
&c., which may be set dawn as £1200.

Summing up, then, th2 Church’s benefactions
at howmne and abroad we find the following 0 be
the result, so far as I cxu state it fairly and cer-
uinly :—

L. Hoxe Punroses—

Support of poor, £11,678
Edlzwulion, 27,486
IHome Missions, 22.541
Eandowment, 30,988
Various items, 1,200
— 93,893
1. ForrigN— .
India, £11,423
Coiounies, 8.771
©W3, 3,773
Foreign Chureies. 390
— 19,267
In all, £113,160

The comprative statement near the beginning
+f my articie shoull therefore have strod thus,
eomparing the benevelent cffurts of the Churches
apart from seif-s ipport :—

Church of Scotland, £113,160

Free Chureir, £69 812

0. P. Chwren, 50,640
£120,502

And the £xuces which grieved my corresnond-

_ent in Australia, 1epresenting as they do the
weakest part ia our nussion work, should Lave
stood—Foreign Missions, Church of Scotlund,
uot £6307, but £19,267.

Thave, in former years, sought to corroborate
my general statement by a few instunces of the
congregational efforts of the Church not made
Inown in aur public accounts. This year the
general fignres. are, I taink, so substantiated as
to need no corrohoration; but as the cases are
interesting, 1 subjoin a few,

The Presbytery o Ldiaburgh (with 42 charges)
contributed last year, by collections to the six
Sthemes, the sum of £2510, 103, Uld. In Octo-
ber last there was laid before the Presbviery a
full 2cgeunt of sums raised within the bounds
for missionary purposes. ‘Uhrce churches are
tot reported—these are Greenside. West St
Giles’'s, and the Deaun Church. Tne amount
nised in the Presuytery during the bygone year,
nat including these three cases. was £10.708,-
30.73d. If the sum of £2300 be addad for the
\aree omitted cases, we have the entire amount
xotless than £13,000. The three largest cou-
tibutions were—

St Georpe's,

8¢, Stephen's,

8¢ Andrew's,

£1518 4§ 7
485 17 6
1156 4 10}

self-support is embraced.

I nugitt casily multiply eares, a3 in former
years, but [ rather go on to o few other puints
that may be more imporsant.

Ihe pumb r of divinity stulen's is a signif
cant element in the working of a Church, 1
have not the num'ers for last session, but {or
1563 G4 they stoud thug :—

Forihe Chureh of Scotland (in 4 Halls), 247
» the Free Cuurch (in 3 Halls), iy
¢ the U. P, Chureh (in L tladd). 13l

Can the numbers connected with thre three
leading Churches in Scotland be reachcd, wp-
proximarely 2 I may be thought to exaggerute
if 1 seute it as the result of wany enquiries, the
in point of numbers, the Churen of Scotiond i«
rather stronger than the Pree and the U I
Churches put together. Wil my reascns for
thinkin 3 so, be, however, fairiyy weished? That
there has becn a great inerease in the Chuied
during the last twenty years is unguestionable,
For sowme time Lefore 1843, there was only one
of our churches in Edinburgh, for instance. fuiiy
let. That was Lady Yestee’'s. I shall suroriae
many people by tne statement that there are
now eizht where sittings are not o be bad., Of
these, six are city churches—St Andrew’sa,
Greenside, Lady Yester’s, the i'ron, Oid Grev-
friaes’, aud Trinity College; one is a guaud sacrs
purish, St Bernzrd’s; and tne eignth, Eld-e
Street Chapel. To t! ese we must add Newinge-
ton, Morningside. Buceieuch. Lady Glenorehy’s,
and the Dean, which for vears after 1843 had al-
most no existence as congregations, but must
now have not fewer than 2300 communicant..
In Leith, tho, itis hardly anexaggeration to say
that there is scarcely a sitting to be had in either
North or Suuth Leith Churches, And yet Edin-
burgh is not unfairly considered one of the fach-
lest holds of tne Chureh of Scotland.

In Paisicy. again, the increase of the Chureh
has Leen swrprisingly great. During the ten
vears of the nunistry of the tate Mr. Wilson (to
whase efforis much of the increase was due) the
conanunicants of the Church, not in the Abbey
parish, but in the whole town; had trebled! ‘This
fact is stated on his authority. Dumfries is an-
other instance of 2 town where the increase of
the Church of Scotland must have been atmost,
if not quite. cqual to that of Paisley. The fol-
{owing are the statisties of 2 village in Aycshire
for the two years 1819 and 1864. and 1re given us
an example of what has been going ou in vari-
ous parts of the country. ‘I'he population of the
village at prosent is 2500,

Ia 1849 the adherents of the Ghiireh were 313

o, da. of the Tree Church 1465
In 185¢ do, of the Church were  8S1
Do. do. of the Free Church 838

In a small village district in Stirlingshire,
where there isz Free Church an the Sustentatian
Fund, the Caurch of Seattand was believed to be
almost non-existent till a few vears ago, the
locai chapel being in diffizulties, and having
hardly 70 people in attendance. The following
were the statistics in 1863
Entire population

Chnrch of Scotland,

Free Chureh, 172

U. P. Ciurch, 41

Episcopul Cnureh, 4

No Church, 4

975
35¢

e 221
But instead of zoingr further into thus question,
T rather quote from @ statement made ina long
article in the Edinburgh Eveniny Courant ou the
ectiestustical statisties of Scotland, which enters

inlo a minuie exumination of the figures, and



