134

them—~*Tha rightcous perisheth, and no man
layeth 1t to heart,™

“Itis very true that it has not been our
practico i tlus placo to attempt a delinention
of the character of thuse who from time to time
aro romoved (romn amongst us to an eternal
world,  Bot it is to be borne in mind that an
Iitder is pubhic property 5 and, tlus being the
case, sucely wewmay bo excused fur endeavour-
mg to pay somo tribute of respect to the mem-
oty of ane, whose lustory as an office-bearer in
this church is 1o be identified with the history
of the congregation nsolf. Itis now nearly
25 years sinco he, who died i the Lord an
‘Tuesday last, was set apart_to the holy office
of the eldership, being ordained the Sth of
Janmary, 1831 § and Ins metnory must ever he
conuected in the minds of the members of this
congregation with the moet deeply interesting
of their associations, Nor was the deceased
conneeted with tlns congregation only as an
Elder.  Asa trustee and manager, ho was led
to tuke a part in reguluting 1ts temporal affaurs.
And we imight safely leave 1t to yoursclves to
say . what way ho discharged s dutiesn
both these officcs.  \Whatever may have been
the subject of dispute—ur whatever diversity
of opinion may have existed, as to the best
means of promating the 1terests and welfare
of the congregation, throughout the course of
its history from the time of its vrganisation—
we have not heard that any have ever ventured
1o call 11 question the eminence of his services.
O the contrary, was it not the case that by a
continued series of praise-worthy exertions, and
by an unremitted perseverance 1 well-doing on
your behalf he acquired such a degree of influ.
ence over you all, as that vou felt that the ut-
wost deference was dus 1o us opinton on all
occasion~ of diffienlty? Ifave you not even
delighted to pay to the worth and excellence of
Ins character~—as maumfested in the two-fuld
capaeity of Blder and Manager—the unbought
tribute of respect and esteem ?

“ Nor was 1t only as an Officc-bearer 1n this
congregation that the deceased wan the respeer
and the grontude of those around him.,  As
vour representauive Elder, he not unirequently
toak part n the superior Church Courts, and
an wterest i the gencral concerns of the bedy
to which we professedly belong. It i3 doubt.
Jess crednable o lns memory that, along with
one other member of the Legislative Council,
he received the thanks ofthe Synod withmn the
eurrent year, for his exertions on behalt of the
wterests of this Chiurch—especially during the
last session of Parliament, and thathe should
be deemed worthy of being one of 5 commus-
sioners appointed with full power,to give the for-
mal sanction of the Synod to what 1s known as
the Commutation Scheme—a scheme which 1s
uow happily eflected, and which promises to
prove a blessing, not only to the people of our
days but hikewise to gencrations yet unborn.

* But thus 18 not all: It was not only as
an Ofice-bearer in this congregation, or in
cannectton with the general interests of the
Lhureh, that the deceased distinguished bims
sel.  Though he came to this country and to
tins neighbourhood without any of the means
of acquiting adventitwus distincuon, he gradu.
ally attained a marked ascendancy 1n the com-
munity among whoin s lot was cast. This
was probably owing to that good sense which
he possessed m such a remarkable degree, to
that prudence and caution which he esercised,
and which were the fruits of that masculine
understanding, with which he was_naturally
endowed. Itis not unworthy of notice, more-
over, that without sacrificing any of his dignity,
withont any artifice or flattery hg had a won-
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derful fucility of accommudating himself 10 all
sorts of socicty, and of rendering himself ac-
ceptablo to all classes, Dut it was 10 those
who have to Jabour with their hands for their
dailybread, that he madifested himself a special
friend. "This may have been mnore obvious at
that peried when thero were in thi locality
few ten of enterprise besides himself; but
even latterly, or during she last few yeurs of]
his Jife, such was his activity of mind, strength-
ened by habit, that through his instrumentality
the temporal lmplpiness of many a family was
greatly promoted ; and, wo are persuaded,
that, much as his death may be lamented by
the public in general, lus loss will be deeply
(el {:y the cluss 10 whom we have justalluded.
One of our oldest trees has indeed faiien, whose
luxuriant branches afforded shelier sud comlort
to not a few households.

* As to the mode of conducting his business
which was adopted and strierly acted upon by
the deccased, f shall say nothing but aimply
tins, that 1 do helieve that the public possessed
the utmost confidence in his integrity. His
probiy, so far as I know, wasnever suspected.
ft was aduntted by all that he was strictly,
even n the broadest sense of the term, a
straightfosward, honest man.

“ As to the personal piety of kim, whose
loss we this day Jament, there conld be no
doubt. At what period of his life he became
a converted man wo have no means of know-
ing ; but not a few of you know better than 1
dv to what extent he exhibited, during the
course of a long residence amongst yon, the
froits of a living faith, It was during the
petiod of his iliness, hovrever, that the strength
of his faith hecame more apparent. It is most
true that to pass judgment on ohe's character
and state in the sight of Gad, from.feelings
lexpressed under the languour of discase, and
from cxpressions uttered amd the pains of
dissolving nature, were unwarrantable temerity,
inasmuch as the tastes, the sentaments, the
pursmits, of habitual life wmake up character,
and 1 gencral indicate our actual state ; and
on these penerally ought our opmion to be
jarounded. m as far as 1t belongs to us to deaide.
Nevertheless on the approach of death we
anxiously look for indications of interest in the
Saviour, anl in the case before us these were
very ample. On being nformed of the danger-
ous character of the disease with which he
l\v:\s afflicted, and of the probability of ns seon
proving fatal, the deceased calmly and deliber-
{ately set lus house in arder hike one who knew
and felt that the tune was at hand when he
would be no longer steward. [lethen divected
much of his time and thoughts to the things
of eternity, and, although he sometimes ex-
pressed a wish to remamn somewhat longer
here, for the sake of those whom ho decply
loved, yet his language was that of perfect
tesignation to the will of the Almighty ; and
he seemed to feel, to realize the thought that,
lovely as the scene was immadiately around
ki, it was not to be compared to the green
pastures and the still waters of the Paradise
above. Iis last hours wero hours of extreme
pain and weaknces ; but they were much de-
voted to prayer; and the last words which he
was heard distinctly to utter were an invita-
tion to his weeping family around him to
umte in supplication for his soul. Shortly
after he died calmly in body and in mind,
testifying as by a voice out of Heaven how
holy and righteous the ways of God are with
His children, how great their peace is, how
inviolable their security.

¢ By the death of him, whom we last

{

sustained a sevcre loss, and 1 hava been be.
reaved of a friend, Dut is it not consolater
1o think that, when situated as we this day
are, death is not an eternal aleep, that he,
whom we dread as the spoiler of our frend.
ship, is but the messenger who coliveys the
departed to the realms of bliss. And having
before us another leason, of which we lave
recently had so many, as to the uncertainy
of life, how anxious should wo be that ws
ourselves may not by our carelessness or iy
impenitence be castout, whilst those for whon
we mown, aro permitied to enter into peace
snd to walk in their own uprightness in e
(p;cse'r}co of Jesus and before the Throue uof
od.

My own Work.

There is work for all of us; and there 1
special work for each. 1tis work not for soe.
ties ur alliances, but it is work for individusl
minds and hands. It is work which 1 cannot
do in a crowd, or as ona of a mass, but as o
man acting singly, according to my own gify,
andeunder a sense of my personal responsibi
ties. ‘There is, no doubt, associated work for
me to do; [ must do my work as part ofihs
world’s great whole, or as a member of wme
body, ButIhave special wotk to do asone
individual, who, by God's plan and appoint.
ment, haye a separate position and also a seps-
rate work—a work which, if I do not don,
must be left undone. No one of my fellows
can do that special ‘work for me which I hue
come into the world todo. e may do 2 hig-
er work and a greater work—but he cannotés
my work. I cannot hand my work overn
am, any more than 1can hand over my respoc
sibilities or my gifts. Nor can 1 delegatem
work to any association of men, however we)
ordered and powerful.  ‘They have theron
work to do, and it may be a very noble ow,
but they cannot do my work for me. 1 mu
do it with these hands and with these I,
which God has piven me. I may do hitex
[ may do much, that matters not ; itmue bear,
own work. And by doing my ows wot * px
as it may scem to some, I shall better fulfi
God’s end in making me what 1 am, and mn
truly glorify his name, than if 1 were eiba
going vutof my sphere to do the work of ae
ther, or calling anather into my sphere, tode
my proper work for me. The low grasubi
1s not the branching elm, nor is the fragnu
rose: butit hasa position to occupy, 3wt
work to do, in the arrangements of Gud fortis
carth of ours, which neither elm nor roseen
undertake.

Besides, 1 have a crown (o win; and sb
can win it for me? I cannot reach it throo
the toil of another, through the operatioos
any society of men. I must win it for my
No feljow-man can wear it for me, and no
low-man can win ® for me. 1 must press
ward to the mark for-the prize of lugh el
My right of entrance into the kingdom ba,
know, been won for me by the Son of
That was n work for him alone todo, Asdh
has doneit! 1 owe my deliverance
blood aloae~I 6we my acceptance to his
teovsness alone. But still there -remans
me a race to vun, a prize to secure.  And!
fore must }-work without ceasin;a:. with
eye upon the gliry to be revealed whe!
Lord returns; forgeliing what is be
reaching on to what is before, ¢ if thatby
means I may attain unto the resurrecti®®
the dead.”

Thursday consigned to the grave, you have



