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do away with ‘‘the fietce competition of various states to secure,
at any cost of state dignity, and at any sacrifice of the duty to
observe state comity, the revenues which result from offering
in the corporate market a maximum of powers with a minimum
of responsibility.”” I am afraid that some of our (‘anadian cor-
porations have likewise been conceived in iniquity nd born in
sin, and that they too require to be born again under a new and
uniform system in order to become innocuous. This is especi-
ally true in the case of corporations obtaining special and exorbi-
tant powers from the legislatures. This evil would probably be
lessened, and the legislatures would doubtless be more diserim-
irating, if a aniform law of incorporativn were adopted through-
out Canads.

Our provineial taxing statutes furnish a conspicuous in-
stance of overlapping and conflicting legislation resulting in
manifest injustice. As you know, the local legislatures have
the power of imposing ‘*direct taxation within the province."”’
Whether you determine what is within the provinee by refer-
ence to the domicile of the owner or to the local situation of the
property, it seems clear that the British North America Act did
not iniend that the same propert,” should at one and the same
time be regarded as being within the Province of Quebee and
within the Province of Ontariv. One or other of the rules as
to situs must be adepted. but beth should not prevail sc as
to expose the taxpayer to double taxation. And yet the
ingenuity of the Treasury Draughtsinan in all the pro-
vinees i8 exercised in reaching out heyond the jurisdietion.
Take, for instance, the Outario Ameudment to the (‘orporations
Tax Act, 1914, It purports to imposc a tax caleculuted upon the
gross premiums received by insuranee companies in respect of
the business transacted in Ontario, and then proceeds to enact
that a premium is deemed to be in respect of business in On-
tario if it is payable or if it happens to be paid in Ontario or if
it is payable in respect of insurance of a person or property
resident or situate in Ontario at the time of payment, even where
the business is transacted wiolly outside of Ontario. Inasmuch




