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ton by Mr. Godfrey Isas, if bhey thougbt thst appearance in
suoli cases won-Id -interfere with their duty in Parlisment to their
constituente. '

"'Phe same authority goeel on to say that, having acoepted briefs
in these Marconi casem, the gentlemen named could not take
part in any debates or divisions in the Houiae of ()mmnons on the
report of the Marconi conunittee, and apparently they did nlot.

The saine writer aFys again:
" There are, of course, soine cases in Nwhich counisel ie bound

in honour to appear for a client. Let me give an instanice. Tom
Paine was in 1792 prosecuted for a seditious libel-the tiret part
of the 'Rights of Man'-and Erskine waa retained for the
defence, Hie was then Attorney-General to the Prince of Wales.
Every effort was made to induce Erskine not to appear for the
d-efendant. In his speech for the defence he reîerred 'te the
calumujous clarnour that by every art has been raised and kept
Up against me.' Then hie went on to say:

S'Little, indeed, did they know me who thought that such
caluinnies would influence my conduct. I will !or ever, s.t al
hazards, assert the dignity. independence, and integrity of the
English Bar; without wvhich impartial .ustice, the iuost valuable
part of the Englieli constitution, can have no existence. Fromn
the moment that any advocate cau be permitted to say that he
mill or will not stand between the Crown and -the subject ar-
raigned in the court where lie daily sité to practise, froin that
mnoment the liberties of England are at an end. If the advoeate
refuses te defend fromn what he may think of the charge or of
-the defence, he assunes the character of the judge; nay, he
assumes it before the hour of judgment, and in proportion to
his rank and rcputation puts the heavy influence of perh-aps a
mistaken opinion into the &cale against the accuse-d, in whose
favour the benevolent principle of the English law makes al
presumptions, and whioh com1mands the very judge to be hie
coun)sel.' (State Trials, vol. 22, p. 411.)

'Eriskine for hie brave and honest defence was removed from
hie office of Attorney-General to the Prince of Wales. "


