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obliged to finil thc fifth charge has been sus-
tained."

The argument of the learned Judge on that
branch of the case which was especially referred
to by the Court of Appeai,, namely, as to effect
of answers to, charges, each:Oua supported by a
différent witness, but severaily denied by the
respoîîdent, ivithout any corroboratory testi-
many, fssily appears in tie foliowing judgrnent,
where Mr. Justice Wilson's language on that
point is fssliy quoted.

James Bethuwv, fur applIant.
Boulibee, contra.

DIÂEC.J.-I iagroc iii the conclusion ar-
rived at by iny brother Butrton, that tlic appeal
shotuld bc allowed aud tlic petitioss dismissed.

But a principle as to the law of evidence was
laid dows ins the North Resafreic case (flot
reparted>, which was referred ta and acted upoù
in the present case, with regard ta which 1 en-
tertain saute doubts ;and i do asat wish, by
passing it aver in silence, ta hae supposedl ta con-
car in it, or ta have hecîs iufienced by it in
being a party ta the jndgiuent uow given. 1 ams
n(>t ilecidiog aose way or the other.

It Ilas been distinctly enouigh hid that ou a
petition charging any corrupt practice, thc re-
spondeut is, in a case uf aven sund fully couinter-
balanced testioany, eut itied ta tise prestiuiption
of inoocency, ta turas the scala iii his favour.
Now tlie question presented in th(c present case
is, whetiser tlie evidence cati be said ta ha so
equally balanced as ta render it ujecessary for
this raspondent to iîsvoke tise aid of that pre-
suiptian, or, au tise, other band, to entitie hins
ta it. It is put in the judginent in the follow-
ing shape : I Tisa question is, wliether the evi-
denca tan, on this record, ha said to bce qually
balanced, so as ta give 1dmi tie rigi, and is-nefit
of ail just presumiptions ut law sud ut fact. That
wilI depend iuponl the oths'r charges which are
stili ta be considered ; f'or if in tise othar cases 1
find that they are respectively balanced by thec
evideuice of the rt*sîîondeut, tihe same wituess
iii ail of tisani as against several witniessus--one,
hoivevs-r, onlv ini ecd case -1 sisould theas ted
obliged ta rely mîore oit tise iîuîpartiality snd
truth uf' the ,reater iiusoiber wlso testified
again8t the ît-spoîsdanit, sud wlsose evidence aud
cisaracters were respecti vely for selial ility and
vcracity, as nuuel ta lac dependeil ou aà those ot
tise respoudeast. 1 hava aiready statedl ssy
opinion oas tisis psoint ilsftice Noflh &eaîfi-cw
case."1

lis anotiser part uf tise saine judguucnt it is
said: "If this stood by itscif, as before stated,
atis agaînat oath, sud each aide equaIiy credi-

hie aud no coliaterai or accamnpanying circuns-
stances ta aid me either way, 1 should hoid thc
charge flot ta be proved. But tha other charges,
if severaliy sworn ta by a credible witnass, snd
the unitedl weight of their testimony is ta over-
scone the etfee.t of the respondent's word (second
oath), 1 may be oioliged ta attacis such a degree
of importance ta the coinbined testianany of
thesa witniesses as ta hold tise charges ta which
they severaily speak as sufficientiy provcd in
iaw against tise opposiug testimony of the re-
spondeut."

lis thc North Jcnfrew case therc were nine
independent charges af carrisnpt practices coin-
nsittedl by Thonsas Murrasy, the brotiser aud
agent of tise respondent. Esch. charge was
proved hy anc witness ouiy, and was based upon
offera as promiases, isot uspan any act of the
agent Adussi ttiisg tise general cir-cusustances
andl usucs ut tie conversation, and iu the very
worais ot each witsseas, Thomas Murray gave a
difféenst colour ta tise issuage and a different
ttra ta tihe expression usek wlsich altered the
meaning of tie conversatsons detailed by the
witîsesses, aîsd s0 constituteil in ettect a con-
plete stibstasitial dcnial ut tie character ut the
charge attemsptesi ta lie provcd, snd in many
respects ha directly coiîtradicted the witnesses.
The iearned Jndge discsssd at soute iength tise
qusestion as ta whose testiusouy lie shouid uuct
upasi, and observed : lIt is inspasgible to avoid
seeiasg snd felig that tise msore frequesstiy a
witness ia, contradictcd iy others-although
suds oppaosing witnesses contradict him on a
separate point-tse msore is ossr confidence in
that single wituscss aifs-ctud, util at iength, by
tise iunsier of costradictory witiiesses, wc, may
bc indssced iii tfect to disbelieve Iiin altogetiser.
It is dillicuit ta believe tisat su inasy are wroug;
it is easier ta isciieve tit une is wrassg s0 nsany
tintes ; and thc miore tisere are Who speak
against him, the morse we are lesi ta bciieve that
he is tise oneS whio is in tise wrong. .. The
uestions uf veracitv ducs siot depensd oiy upanu

tise strengtls uf suusîssiers;, isor ils sonse cases does
it sa at ail. Its truce basis is cisaracter. It is
upos tice qsiality ut' tise evidesice, aimd tise point
is tu dleterusine tîsat qunality." lis tise app,1 iis'-
lionof utlieuse observatios ils saverai cases, the
detersusination wvas agssiîst tise respoudent, ai-
tisougli it ivas expressly stated tisat if that case
stuoo( aloiie it wuid have beau decided tue
otisei way. lit one case tise iearîscd Judge said:
Il 1 woul'I, as; 1 have aiready saisi ut otiser
chsarges, decide tIts agaiiîst tise isetitiosuer if tis-
weu-e tise aniy charge ; but as it is aile ut a
Aeries ot charges, cach oue of wii is sssp-
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