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With pained a-nd plea-ding leok these KILLING A PRAYER-MEETrNQ.
words were spoken: A stereotyped form of conducting prayer-

meeting cannot be used to edification. The
1 gave my life for thee; condition ot the churcli and neighborhood,
Wilt thou give nauglit to me ?" the circumstances of Individuals, and the

state ot the Church at large must le taken

Quickly the hait dollar was thrown away. into aceount. Often a suggestion is brought
by the trembling listener a-nd a coin of i the mind of the paztor or other leader of
gold wa-s laid Instead upon the bleeding ithe rnpeting after lie has taken lus place,
palmn. As the shining bit touchcd tlue1 whicli will lcad hinm into a fa-r more appro-
weund the flow of blood wvas lessened. in pria-te a-nd effective train of thought than
the attitude of divine benediction the Lord 1that to which hie had given considerable
,Christ thus §pke : IlDisciple, thou ha-st 1time in preparation.
wvrought a. good work upon me. The tears IAt th e sa-me time, the pastor or other
ot my people must be Nviped away; the 1 leader ot a pra-yer-meetitig should corne te
nations must be purged from sin the it bringing a message ca-retully thouglut out
gospel ot good tidings must sound in ,everY a-nd dot an appropriate cliaracter. In this
car before this bleeding, wound can be ;vay lie will be better prepa-red te make a
healed. Blessed be those who hasten on1 profitable use of a-ny new subjcct that may
the day." preseat itselt to his mind.

Deep organ tones a-wakeued the sîceper One thing is certain, the prayers, hymns,
wvlen the collection w~as a-bout te be ta-ken. Seripture rea-dings, a-nd addrcsses sliould be
Clutching a-t lier liusba-nd's arm, Mrs. Whit- brief, se as to give a-s much lite as possible
comb whispered eagerly :te the entire servibe.

IJohn, you won't put in that fitty cents, We read the other day of a pastor wlio a-t
will you ? Why, dca-r, it la the ha-nd ot the regular weekly prayer-meetiag offered
thn bLorder i th "ug okdatli the epeaiag prayer, whiclu was fit teen

In ewiderentthejude loke athisminutes in lengtli, rcad the Seriptures, a-nd
bewildcred wvife, wlio pleaded a-gain : m-eanadcs cv u e iue

IlI mca-n the contribution box, John ; it md nades evn u e iue

is the liand of Christ, our Lord! Could for the other exercises, though quite a

you la-y a few cents u~pon it ? number et people a-ccustemed to lead in
"No, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ « wie, va tejoos cpy " te edification, or even to maî< brief
will gie $15."addresses wvhca necessary, were present.

"Very well ; a-nd l'Il give as muclu more." 1Aad sometimes it occurs that, when the

Wa-s it liis wlfe whe thus spoke-the meeting is"- thrown epen," that is, vwhen a-n

.sa-me whe liad outwitted hlm la thc morn- epportunity is given by the leader te others

ing ? Yes, thc vcry sa-me 'woman, renew- te make short a-ddrcsses or offer veiuntary

cd. She lad seen tic Lord a-nd liQard fis prayel', the first man who takes the floor

wvords. Shc lad lea-rned the deep mneaniag consumes nea-rly a-il the remaining trne.

of the Savieur's "linasmudli." Neyer a-gain l3etter methoda ot killing a prayer-meetîng
-%vould Ilgood judgment " kzeep lier frem ica-flot be dcvised.-Be:.
ininistering te lier crucificd Redeemer
through the peer, the sorrowing and the' CHRISTIAN OLD AGE.
benighted. The contribution box lad been 1Old goultobehemsbatii
transtormed ; but stihi more wonderful a-nd , g uhtt etems euiu

blesseil wa-s the transformation that Ih.d period of a good lite. Yet net a-lways is it

t.akea place in one et the King's da-ugli- se. There aire elements lu the experience ef

ters.-?.eiange. eld age which ma-ke it liard te keep the
inrlite in astate ofreaewal. The bodily

Powers are deca-ying. The seases are grow-
ing dul. It is lenely. Tiiere is la memory

NO SCORTOUT.a record ot empty cribs and vacant chairs,
:&o SORT CT.oe sacred meunds in tlic cemetcry. *The

Tiiere is ne short eut te the lite eti fa-itli wevrk et lite ha-s dropped from tlie liauds.

whie is lthei a-l-vital condition et a liA'Y It is net easy tçQ keep the joy living in the

and vieterieus lite. We must have perio aiart ln such cxpcrieaces.
ef lenely medita-tien a-nd fehlowshlip with Yet that la tlie problem et truc Oliristian

God. That our seuls sliould have their living. While the outwa-rd ma-n decays, the

mountains et fellowship, their valîcys et; inwvard 'pan should be rcnewed day by day.

quiet rest b.cneath the sha-dow et a great This is possible, tee, as ma-ny C hristian old
rock, their niglits bencatli the stars, 'when people have provcd. Keeping near the hcart

darknss ha veild themateral n sieto Christ is a-gain, as always, the secret.

ced the stir et huma-n lite, and lias opqned Faitli gives a new mea-ning te lite. It is

the view et thc infinite a-ad eternal, is as seen ne more la its relation te earth and

indispensable as that our bodies should have wia-t is gene, but in its relation te imeor-

food. Thus alene ca-n the sease et God's ta-lity a-nd wliat is te corne.

presence become thc fixed possession et the The Christian eld man's best days are net

seul, enabling it to say repea-tedly, with thc behind him, but always before hlm. Hie is

Psa-lmlst, IlTIhon art near, O Ged!1 "-Rer. wa-lkitig, net toward the ead, but toward the

F. B. Meyer. beginning.-oitlticesterib.


