
for the proper display -'f ail the collections and I arni therefore not

reflectingn on those who are in c barge, but I nia% ler)critted to exlpress

a hope that the day, is not far distant when iii a new nmisunu building

thiere will be ))rovided adequate spre for the proper exhibition of ail our

national collections.
'l'lie museurns of McGill College and of the '.%atuLrai 1ltistory Society

of Montreal I anii sorry to sa>' 1 have. neyer seeni, but they contain, I
know, sonie valuable collections and together they niust possess, I shbould

think, the miost complete series of (anadian shiells iii Canada.

Smnaller collections are contained in dhe nmuseuins of the New

rusikNatural History Society (at St. Johni) and the Provincial

(;overiiiiient of Di.C. at Victoria, the former collection being j)rinci))ailly

of easiern and the latter of western marine siiells..
0f private collection-, of shielîs there are onlly v'er), few. I arn not

ac<quainted with any conchiolopist possessing a collection of Caiiacian

Atlantic shielîs in any sense comj>lete. Of Pacifie shelîs 1 know ont>' of'
dhe collections of D r. Newcomibe andtii mself, bothi nearly perfect as to

native species. 0f landl and freshiwater shiells of Canada it is probable

tlîat 6thIe collections of 'Messrs L.atchiford, Hanham, and inyseîf (al

niembers of ilhe 0.N.F.C.> are the nosi comiplete, and 1 arn sure that 1
arn righit in saying that tiiuse collections wilI ail of themi be freely plIace:d

at the service of students wishing to miake use of themi.

Now though nîuch bias been done towards ascerainimg the

5))ecies of miollusca occurring mithin our limiits, and towards working

out their distribution mithin our territory, and stud3 -ng their habits and
life histories, thiere is still mnuch to be donc before our knowledge of the
Conchology of .'anada can be considercd at aIl satisfactory. The
labourers in the field have been .so few that there thousands of square
miles of land and hundreds of miles of sea coast still wholly unexplorcd.

'l'le deep seas of both the Atlantic and Pacific Coasts have as yet
hardly been touched. 'lhle Nudibranchis of bothi the eastern and western
seas have l)een alrnost wi-.olly neglectcd. Th'le land and freshwater
shells of large tracts of out western and noithern provinces are quite
unknown. Even in those provinces that have been most thoroughly
worked, i.e. Ontario and Quebec there are, 1 arn confident, rnany dis-


