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THE SPRING MIGRATION 0F BIRDS AT FISHERMANS
ISL~AND, TORONTO, 1910.

li J. A. Mu.içko.

The eastern portion of the sandbair to the south of Toronto.enclosing Ashbridges Bay, with its wide expanse of marsh andweedy lagoons and called collectively Fishermans Island, basbeen known for nlaniv v cars by the local ornithologists as oneof the best vantage points in the province from which to studYthe evcr interesting liird migration. The vast area of niarsh nowrapidly being reclaimned for commercial purposes, the once clearlagoon!r- poisc'ied 1)% svwage. and the rows of cottages on theformer feeding grouxid of Godwit and Curlew, are indications
that the old order of tbings is fast giving way to a les- beautifulif more utilitarian indlustrial era, with its attendant juls of reeking
chimnevs and crowded docks. As the Iocalitv is changing sorapidly, a short topographical description will be necessary.

There is a more or lesauthenticated tradition to the effeetthatmrany years ago a ridge of pine and hardwood extended fromwhere the eastemn channel is ne-v cut through for several mileseastward. Black squirrels. mink. foxes and hares were plentiful.
No trace of this ridge. said to have been twcnty or thirtv feethigh, now remains.-

The present beach, for the most part perfectlv flat, bas inseveral places an elevation of about twc feet ahov'e the surface
of the lake. and is sparsely covered witn seedling poplars andwillows. Between the Eastern Gap on the west and Coatsworths
Cut on the east, the beach extends for ab)out three miles, ani is
about four hundrcd yards wide at the midest part. At boththe eastern and western ends of the b)each many summier cottages
have been built. Between the two settlements there is a parkreservation about one mile long. This is the only portion of the
sa:ndbar that retains its natural features.

In the lake, in front of the cottages at the west end of thebeach and about fifty yards %outh of the beach proper. a longnarrw sandhar bas recently been piled up by natural causes.!crming a wide pond. where several species of marsh wecds have
taken root. M anv records were made beside this «'Beach Pond".
and it was on thie narrow sandbar that the Herring G«ulîs. ofwhich a record follows, congregated alI summer.

Near the western end of thc sandbar there is a wooden
breakwater and a roadwav runninkg north and joining the is!andto the city. The brcakwater alro serves to separatc, Ashbrid-..e
Bay and Toronto Bay. A:ong the southern portion of the road-way there is a considerahle growth of wAillows and balmn of gilead.
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