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to the opposite extremie in contending that it isaltogether inconsistentwith
that air of reality whichi should pervade this kind of writinfz. But
whatever iway be the mierits of the discission, it can i brdly amscunt to
a difficulty in the present cise. The practice of eniployin, tnaebinery
is sanctioned by custoni. [tomier, the irst and greateit oi epic: poets

set the example, and ail his succesFors. %vit1î the sinîgle exception of
Lucan, have irnitated thieir great prototype. The ancients, very wisely,
took advantage of the popular superstitions of antiquity to embellisli
ànd sublime thieir stories by miaking gods and dem i-gods take part with
the human acters. 0f course ait other tinies, and in ether circurnstan-
ces, miachinery of a different type is naturally to be expected. Mie
Pertuguese Camôens, untder the miistaken notion that ne miachînlery
can be perfect without sorte concession to the gods of pagan niythology,
rendered himiseli ridiculous, and bis «"Lusind", otherivise a miost latd-
able effort, abstird, by introdncing lupiter, Ventis and B3acchîus in a
work in wvhich God, and l'Fe Blessed Virgii are aiso represented i.s
taking part. Tasso and Mfilton, thougbi they have heen more happy iii

this matter, are yet far from) fatultless; neither of thei lias produced
that sort of machinery which one would wishi te find in a great Christ-
ian writer. De Vere, it would seemi, lias corne nearer the ideal than

any of his predecessors. The essentially religious nature ef the enter-
prise hie relates gives ample scope for a grand display of miachinery,
and the author dees net fait to take the fullest advantage ef it. The.
spirit of religion permieates the whode %vork, and yet humnan characters
and the exploits ef men are always kept piomniiently 'e view ; the
appearance of probability being thus preserved throughiout, even in tic

narration ef the most marvellous and incredible events.

A few instances cf the niachinery ta be found iii "The Legends'"
miay not be eut of place. Ail îhrough the narrative, the idea which

appea!s most forcibly te the ihoughtful reader is the wonderful w1y St.
Patrick seenis te comniand the omnipotence ef the Most High. God
se readily hearkening te the prayers of Ilis apostle, and on niany

occasions, in terposi llg on, bis behalfto grant hinii power ef performing suich
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