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Notes of the Wleek.

Several ministors of the Established
Church of Scotland assert that the vote
in the Goneral Assombly on the joint
hyanal has been misunderstood, inas-
much as it was given on the merits of the
book alone and not in relation to the
# ynionistic sentiment ” which has been
spoken of.

Modern ways of observing the Sab.
hath ip some quarters exercised the
Eatablished Church Synod of Glasgow
(Scotland) at the last meoting of that body.
The throwing open of museums and green-
houses in the public parks, the riding of
cycles, thedriving of gigs, aud the playing
of golf and bowls were all glanced at with
regret.

Au iden of the immense activities of
B (he American Presbyterian Church may
B bo gathered from the fact that last year
S heexponditures reached the sum of $14,.
8 000,000. Of this 3750,000 went for
E foreign missions, $2,000,000 for mission-
3 ary work in the home field, and $1,000,-
M (000 for general benevolence. Thisisa
B splendid record for a Christian body.

N Asabject which has exercised the pub-
b lic mind in Britsin for many years, and
which has been well threshed out in our
% church courts, is now at last apparently
B nesring a final settlement. Marriage
f with a deceased wife's sgister having
B passed again and again in the House of
B Commons but always defeated in the

8 Houge of Lords, has at last been catried
B oo a second reading in tha Upper House

§ by a vote of 142 to 113. A large de-
i tachment of roysaltiesvoted for it ; and the
BE Marquis of Salisbury, the Duke of Nor-

B folk, the Archbishops of York and Canter-
g bury,and eighteen bishops voted againat it.

B According to the statement of a friend
g8 of Li Hung Chang, reported in a San
§ Francisco paper : ¢ It is his intention
F 0 build railroads all over China, & good
B navy, organize a splendid army, improve
B cosst defences, and above all bring about
 astronger centralized government. It is
[ probable that the other viceroys will be-
f come simply governors of their provinces
3 subject to the central power.” For a man
g of Li Hung's age it might be felt thisis a
B pretty large contract. If, however, he
B nonly make 2 fair beginning of it, it
g will be an evidence that China has begun
B 1 wove, and should it advance as fast as
Jspan has done, who can tell what those
% now young may live toses 3

3 Mansfield College, Oxford, so well
B trown in connection with the name of the
Ml ciited Principal Fairbairn, hes reached the
B closo of its first decade. At the anniver-
B sty meeting, which has been held, all
| *ho bave assisted have rejoiced in the
11 great work which the fixst decado has seen
¥ 1ccomplished, and in the high hopes and
lofty ambitions which atill inapire the col-
b . Without including those who leave
8 this term, sixty regularly admitted stu-
i dents bave left the college. The income
fiud fully met the expenditure, and had
i tven availed to wipe out entirely the dofi-
Bt of the previous two yesrs, which
gtaounted to £237, leaving a trifling
W hilance in the hands of the treasurer.

_ At the anpual meeting of the Evange-
B lia]l Allinnco of this city the cause of the
M preecuted Armenions was taken up, and
i angements wero wade for collecting
Rt2d forwarding assistance on their behalf
B! the Euglish Armonian Relief Fand.

Dr. W. B. Geikie was made treasurer of
this Fund, and he has just roported that
the first ten drafts sent to England
amounted to 89,684 ; whilst the four re-
mitted since that date come to 83,077,
making & graund total of 812,761. The
last of these drafts was for $716, and was
sent yesterday. Tho amount subscribed
go far is considered highly satisfactory, in
viow of the fact that all the subscriptions
have been purely voluntary.

The Venezuelan Government depend-
ing no doubt upon the support of their
big brother the United States, appears to
be determined to pick a quarrel with
Britain. Italast act has been to forcibly
arrest Mr. Harrison, the Crown Surveyor,
of British Guiaua, while engaged in road-
making with a force of u hundred labour-
ers and engineers at a point well within
the Schomburg line. The London press
generally calls for prompt action by the
Government. While ample and just re-
paration will no doubt in time be exacted,
the British Governwment can well afford to
be patient, and will not fly into a passion
st the petty annoyance of a potty semi-
civilized state on the outskirts of its world-
wide empire.

e

The fifty-third anoual mesting of the
British Society for the Propagation of the
Gospel Among the Jews was held lately
in Exeter Hall, London. The Society ha3
twenty-six missionaries and many volun-
tary helpers working at mission stations
in England, Germany, Austris, Russia
and Turkey. It has medical missions and
two homes for aged Christian Jews.
Progress was reported during the past
year, especially in work among the young.
Mr. Scott Moncrieff, who bhas recently
spent some monthg in Jerusalem, stated
that there were more Jews now scattered
over the world than ever before, it being
reckoned that some twelve millions of
Jows were living to-day. Fifty thousand
pow reside in Jerusalem and its suburbs,
while 100,000 Jews are colonists already
in Palestine.

The Rev. Jobn Watson, D.D. (Ian
Maclaren), made his first bow lately to a
Belfast audience, iu a lecture on Buras.
The Witness speaking of his first public
appearancein that city,says : * However
much his readers way have admire? him
as & writer, those who had the privilege of
listening to him as he lectured on ¢ Burns'
will be inclined to say that the speaker is
no less deserving of admiration than the
writer. Dr. Watson, whois in the prime
of his manhood, has]an agreeable presence,
a rich, resonant, and flexible voice, capa-
ble of great variety of expression and
modulation. He delivered his lecture
without manuscript, and with oaly an ac-
casionsl reference to a few notes ona
single sheet of paper, avd toa volume of
the poots’ works for some quotations. We
may say bhis manner wag perfect, hisar.
rangoment clear, his sentences finely cut
and polished, his criticisms subtle and sug-
gestive, his delivery captivating and
fascinating.

During the academic year of 1895-96
one huundred and four courses have been
delivered under the auspices of the Amer-
ican Society for the Extension of Univer-
sity Teaching. Of these forty-two havo
been financially successful, twenty havehad
deficits, six have been free, and thirty-six
have not been reported. In many cases
the deficits bave been met by a guarantee
fund, to which memboers of the Local Cow.
mittees, or persons attending the lecturos,
have contributed. The total attendance
on courses has been batween 15,000 and
20,000 persons, and the attendance at all
lectures hes been about 115,000, It is

intoresting to report that there has been
au increase in the number of free lectures
and lectures to artisans. Ten courses
have been given to working men, soven
in Civics, two in Awerican History, and
one in Euoglish History. One course in
English History has boen given to color-
ed people in Philadelphia. .

A letter just received in Chicago from
Migs Clara Barton, dated Constantinople,
21lst ult., says that there is cordial co-
operation between the Awmerican mission-
aries and the Red Cross men, the latter
distributingagricaltural supplies, while the
missionaries furnish food and clothing.
Speaking of Harpoot, she says : *¢ Thou-
sands of houses were burned, people are
shelterless, unable to obtain lumber for
their roofs, which our people are provid-
ing so faras they can, tryingto given
yoke of cattle toeach village, and tools
suflicient to cultivate the seed grain, which
they are algo giving. At Palou they need
1,000 cattle, oxen and cows.” ** You will
see,” she adds, ** by this that my expedi-
tions are not engaged in giving food
egpecislly, but rather in trying to create
it. The prospect of the necessities of the
future for the desolated, require your
sympathy and mine.” As indicated by a
cable just received, the Chicago Commit-
tee says ‘‘ the needsare as great as ever.”

The success of the Prince of Wales
lately on ths racecourse hag called renew-
ed attention to and general and strong
condemnation in the religious press of
Britain against the prevalence and the
evilsof bLutting 8o greatly promoted by
racing. ‘* It is impossible,” says the Clis-
ttan World,  to deny that the racecourse,
the batting-ring, betting agencies, and the
whole system of ruinous gambling, wis-
called ¢sgport, owe very much of their
hold on the populace to the example get
by Royal Princes and Ministers of the
Crown for generations past.” The diffi.
culties, the temptations and miseries of
the “submerged tenth,on the suthority, the
best that can be given, of the Salvation
Army staff, are due, next to drink, to bet-
ting as an agency of hell. “Itisimpossible,”
says the sawme paper, ** to repress or dis-
guise the astonishment we feel that one
who evidently has the weliare of the
nation at hea:t should continue, by his in-
fluence and example, to enccurage a sys-
tem which inakes the betting-ring more
like the mouth of hell than any place on
earth.”

The fate of the Education Bill of Lord
Salisbury and of the Coercion measure of
the Canadian Government f{ornishes a
very notable and most significant coinci.
dence, worthy of the attentive considera-
tion of all English-speaking people in
every part of the world, strongly illustra-
tive of their spirit of independence and a
protest against government by force in
any form, Strong as the Salisbury Govern-
ment is, it has judged it eafer to abandon
its Edacation Bili, which was designed to
pley into the hands of the Church of
Englaund, as Separate Schools in Canada
play into tho hands of Rome, rather than
incur the odium of carrying it out to the
bitter end. Thke Government of Sir
Charles Tupper and the party which atak-
ed their existence upon s measare intend-
ed to give special privileges to one class of
the peoplo at the expense of another, and
to carry out such a policy by force, has
been deservedly overthrown. The two
things togather have in them a lesson
which may be read with advantage in
every English-speaking country, and is a
rebuke to government by coercion which
ag often ag it is attempted we hope will
meot with the same fate.

PULPIT, PRESS AND PLATFORM.

Lutheran Observer : Wae are not be-
coming more like Christ in likeness, if we
are becoming less and less like Him in
spiritual conduct.

Ram’s Horn: A star is added to the
soul wir~er's crown when an old man is
saved, but when a child is put into the
arms of Christ, it may mean a whole

Milky Way.

Tennessee Dlethodist: The fiord
never purposed that His blood-bought
church should transform itself into a sys-
tem of concert halls, kitchens, and enter-
tainment bureaus.

United Presbyterian: What grace
did for Paul, it may do for others. Itis
the same divine power, the same quicken-
ing life,and whoever is willing to receive
it will enjoy the same blessed fruits.

Philadelphia Presbyterian: Among
the bits of ccclesiastical gossip floating
about in Roman Catholic circles is o
story that Queen Victoria spends Easter
on the Continent because she is inclined
to Roman Catholicism. The Priests in
the n:ore illiterate parts of France delight
their hearers with this intelligence. On
the contrary, when the Queen is at Bal-
moral, she is somewhat ostentatiously a
Presbyterian. She gseems to be really a
Broad Anglican Protestant.

The Interior: Lord Wolseley, Cow-
mander-in.Chief of the armies of Great
Britain, does not take as kindly a view of
Towmy Atking' drinking hebits as Kip-
ling, but is probably nearer the truth. In
a recent speech before the English Army
Temperance Asgociation, Lord Wolscley
made this striking statement: * There
are yot some battles to be fought, some
groat enemies to he encountered by the
United Kingdom, but the wost pressing
encmy at present is drink. It kills more
thau all our newest wespons of .warfare,
and not only destroys the body but the
wind and soul also.”

Principal Grant, D.D.: France gave
without stint the great explorers, whose
nawes aro sown all over this continent
thick as a field,—martyrs and mission-
aries of deatbless fame, saintly women
whose works do still follow them. Their
blood wasnot lost in vast inland seas and
on rugged Laurentian and Huronian
rocka. It fell on good soil, and we see ity
permanenimemorialnow ina noble French-
speaking people, enjoying their awn lan-
guage, laws and institetions andera flag
identified with their liberties, and under o
constitution that they and their fathers
have belped to hammer out. Their chil-
dren sit side by side in our federal parlia-
wment with the children of their ancestral
foes, and the only real contest between
them is, which shall serve Cana3a best,

Zion's Herald : Think of each hour
of your present existence as so much
added hold upon eternal progressive life.
Think of each deed as the beginning of an
endless series of deeds like it—Ilife lead-
ing up to life, unbroken, homogeneous,
one in purpose, in weaning, in power!
Just accepting salvation is no more what
this life was given you for than just say.
ing “X will” is the keeping and con-
summation of the moral law. Life now,
life then, life forever, ie a preparatior for
life to come. There is nosuch thing as
spiritual inertia in the -universe. Christ
says, “ Come,” but after that He says,
* Go—go ye into the wholo world ; ” and
8o by noble, helpful living prepare, not
for the bour of death, but for the
oternity of celestial service which is to
come.




