al will be carried out, and we shall then look
forward with carnest and prayerful expecta-
tion to 1 success like that which tewarded the
c¢fforts of cur Montreal friends.

d PLEA FOR PRESBYTERIANISM.

OMPARED wi(l—x‘-othcr denominations,
Presbyterianism is not aggressive. The
sceret of its steady increase is to be found not
so much in the inreads which it makes upon
the ranks of other religious bodies as in its
mis<ionary spirit, and in the hold which it
takes noi merely on the individual, but on the
family. Most religious denominations take
advantage of the reading tendencies of the
present age by issuiny books and pamphlets
in abundancc, blazon:ng the merits of their
respective systems,  fven the Roman Catho-
lic sishop of Toronto has lately ventured to
publish a little book, pointing out the merits
of his own Church, and recomnmending it to
the attention of the reading public.  Books
written specially for the purposc of praising
Presbyterianism have always been scarce, and
their number does not scem to be greatly in-
creased even by the exigencies of the present
day. This apparcnt want is, however, some-
times supplied from unexpected sources. It
would be considered an exceedingly straage
thing to find a Plca for Presbyterianism pub-
lished in the shape of a Government Dlue
Book. It so happens, however, that the * Re-
port of the I'.spector-General of Prisons in
Ireland " admirably serves that purpose.  Its
statistics, considered in the light of the scrip-
tural axiom “ By their fruits ye shall know
them,” furnish most uncequivocal testimony in
favor of Presbyterianism.  In the year 1876
there were 41,817 criminals committed to pri-
sonin Ireland. These were distributed among
the various denominations as follows: Roman
Catholics, 36.206; LEpiscopalians,4,123; Pres-
byterians, 1,160 ; others, 238, That is, for
every Irish Presbyterian sent to jail there were
four Episcopalians and between thirty and
forty Roman Catholics.  But, it will be acked,
how do these figures look when compared
with the numbers of the various denomina-
tions? Well, we will attend to that matter
presentiy. Of every hundred of the popula-
tion of Ireland, about 76 are Roman Catholics,
12 Episcopalians, and 9 Presbyterians.  Of
every hundred of the criminals, 8€ are Roman
Catholics, 9 Episcopalians, and between 2 and
3 Presbyterians. In other words, Popery pro-
duces 10 per cent. more criminals than its
proper share according tu the number of its
adherents, while Episcopacy produces 3 per
cent., and Presbyterianisin nearly 7 per cent.
less than its sharc. These figures speak for
themselves, The incrcase of Presbyterianism
means the increase of good order and moral-
ity ; theincrease of Popery means the increase
of crime.

WRONGFULLY CHARGED.

UR Halifax contemporary, the “\Vit-
ness,” copies an cxtract from the

“ Mail” which deals with the alleged “high-
handed” and “unbrotherly course™ of the
“ Free Kirk * majority against the “old Kirk "
minority in the Presbytery of Toronto, and
asks, “Is it s0?” So far as we know (and we
have as good an opportunity of knowing as
the “ Mail's ” correspondeal), there is not the

slightest foundation for the charge.  In ather
words, the grievance is an imaginary one al-
together.  There is no desire on the part of
any portion of the Presbytery to tyrannize
over the other.  And in reference to the par-
ticular case referred to by the “ Mail's™ cor-
respondent, the Rev. DL §, Macdonnetl imme-
diately wrote to the ** Mail * disposing of the
foolish charge in the following fashion :

*The only fact furnished in proof of this allegation i« that
in arranging a erics of missionary  wectings within the
bonnile n'hh(‘ Prestiytery of Foronto, * care has been taken
to provide that not a ingle mmister of the O Kark as ape
winted to speak in the aty.”  On refernng to the arcula,
*find that tAree ont of fuvite meetings in the Toronto group
tthese in harles Street chuteh, Fast dusch, and Brockiom)
are to be addressed by men of Kitk antecedents ™ The -
portion of Kirh men to Caaada Presbyterans i the I'reshy .
tery bang about ene to hve, this share of work ought to be,
fiom your cotre - ~deat's point of view, more than enough.
Fayen had the fact been precesely ar gated by your corres.

andent, Fam satisfied that there are not two ** hark ™ mem-
Ln of the Preshytery of Faonto who would have thenght
of Laputing to the Committee, ot to the tespected Comveaer,
the motive imputed i the loer, the substance of which ap-
Prars i your coluins,”

We would not refer to the matter at all had
not the “Witness” pointedly asked us to
“throw light on the subject.”  Having done
<0, we trust it will never again be necessary
for us to allude to a compiaint which is cither

i prompted by stupidity o jealousy -or both.

BIBLE RIEEADINGS.

[With the view that it may furnish a useful wuggestion to
munsters of our own Chatcl,, at least where they are not v
far avay from cach other, we copy from the **1 vange‘wal
Churchiman © the following  article recommending  Ibble
Keadings to the Eptscopal clergey. )

AMID the press and engrussing cares of
business, we wonder if it occurs tu our
Liity to estimate the amount of labour and care
which devolves on the clergy.  The weekly
offort to prepare fresh sermons fur the same
congregation ; the constant claim on their
time for visiting the members of their congre.-

gations, the sick, and the poor, or
again the Bible-class, the confirmation dlass;
besides all  the extra  parochial  work
from which no carnest clergyman can
cscape.  The mere physical toil is great, the

wear and tea. of mind is still greater; and when
Ly an occasivnal exchange of pulpiks some
slight relief is sought, the great loss remains
unrelicved, viz.. that heis ever giving dut, and
never receiving,  The mind and soul need to
be fed , and he who has to feed them needs,
abuve alf, tu be plentifully supylied.

It muay seem ds a paradux to sugyest as one
means of coping with this evil, the propusal
of additional dutics for our clergy, but wedo
carnestly believe that nothing would refresh
and imvigorate them for their ministerial du-
tics more than the systematic communing to-
gether on the Word of God. It is indeed
sumewhat common in England to hold con-
furences on a great scale; and the example
i> being followed in Canada.  In our Rural
Deancrics  also, meetings of the clergy are
held from time to time.  Nor do we propose
to ofter any objection to cither.  But what
we now suggest is something of a greatly
more simple characier. What we desire to sce
is regular meetings of the clergy in avy city,
town, or group of parishes within casy dis-
tance, say once a month, for the prayerful
study of God's Word. In the larger towns
such clerical Biblc readings might be expect-
cd to bring together six or cight ministers ;
some with their Greek T-staments, or He-
brew Bibles, all witli the fruits of their life
study of God’s Word.  In the Rural towns

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

137

only two, v1 three at most, might be able to
meet. A passage, or passages, should be
previously agreed upon , and * as iron sharp.
eneth iron,” so the friendly conference, or dis-
cussion, the interchange of opinions, the ap-
peals to commentators, or to the original text,
could not fal to send home all refreshed and
insructed. Their united  prayess  would
hendle all to new seal ; their interchange of
views woukd awaken fiesh light on obscure
or difficult passages; and the personal ex-
perience of cach in the Christian  warfare
would in not a few cases cheer and encourage
to fresh zeal those who were prowing faimt
and weary in the aduous and responsible
work of a parislh minister, Above all, it
could not fail to tell on the cffective services
of the pulpit. - The clergyman would  return
to his people with renewed life; and in the
very conscivusness that he brought with him
deeper pereeptions of God's Word, Le would
preach with a power and unction that could
not fail to awaken the attention of his people.

Bible readings are becoming more common
amony the more carnest of our laity ; not
meanmyg thereby the mere reading together
of one or more chapters of the Old or New
lestament 3 but the carcful and prayerful
consideration of the lessons involved, and the
diligent comparison of one portion with an-
other, 50 as to discern * the mind of thespirit,”
and to “scarch the Scriptures,” so that
they may bring forth the hidden treasures in
that divine gift of revelation which *“1s a dis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart.”  If then our laity are so engaged, all
the more needful is it that the clergy should
study and scarch diligently, cven as the clder
prophets and teachers * enquired and searched
diligently what, or what manner of time the
spirit did testify when it spake beforchand of
the sufferings of Christ and the glory that
should follow.”  “Not unto them but unto
us,” of this later dispensation, are revealed in
all their fulness things that the very angels
daesire to lovk inte.  The New Testament is
mdeed so simple and clear that the wayfaring
man, though a foul, cannot err in the grand
truth which can make him wise to salvation.
But also that same Testatnent is full in its
revelation of much which no less invites to
ever renewed scarch and diligent study, so
that the ambassadurs of Christ may preach to
us in all its fulness a crucificd and risen
Saviour, whose second coming the expectam
chuich isencouraged to louk and to long for.
We betieve that clerical Bible-readings, con-
ducted in no controversial spirit, but in a
humble and prayerful desive to * bring forth
things new and old,” from the inexhaustible
treasury of God’s Word, would provealike to
the clergy, and to their people times of re-
freshing, pregnant with richest blessing to
the Church at large.

HAVE you asked any one yet to subscribe for the
CANADA PRESBYTERIAN in its new fcan? 1 not, do
so at once. Sce premium list on other side.

THE usual Misstonary Mccting was -ecendy held
in St. Paul’s Church, Peterboro’.  Rev. Mr. Torrance
the pastor, presided. Addresses were Jdelivered by
Rev. Mr. Bell of St. Andrew's Clurch, Rev. Mr.
Willoughby of the Methodist Church, and Major
Malan, a gentleman who formerly laboured as a
nussionary in Africa. An appreciative audience filled
the large church. The music, under the lendership
of Mr. Galletly, was excellent. In cvery respect the
meeting was a great_success.



