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Last week we parted at Windermere,.
popular resart on tic castern side ai Lakc
Rosseau, a tew mites tramn Port Carling. Nam
let us get aboard tic steamer and go up tc
tic viltage ai Rossean, antichebead ai the
lake.

Every island bas a summer cottage on it
That cottage to tic 1cmt, an a projecting polnt
an wiich tic steamer is stapping, is tic band.
some summner residence ai Mr. E. B. CiartE
ton, ex.mayar af Hamilton. Tic Han. J. M.
Gibson, Principal Grant's "'typicai Presbi.
terian," and otier guests arc visiting therc.
If yau -rail you wiit be baspitabiy treated. Ma.
Charlton is anc afi hase men t2iat shoutd
have been in Parliament years ago ielping t<
give this country gond gavernment. John
Charlton is suci an ale man tint people are
apnta thinie he bas ailtich brains af the
Charlton connectian. He liasn't. Tie
Hamilton member ai tic famity migh: bave
madejust as gond a mairk if ie bmd been am-
bitions in a politicai way.

Tint large island ta tic igin is awncd,
and an present occuped by thc Penmnans, of
Paris. Go in tiere and you wil l e well ne-
ceived il you arc property intraduced. Tic
Chanltons and Peomnans arc solid Presliyter.
mons wia cani bld up their end ai tic ecclesi-
astical stick in any company. In a tena
minutes mare you wiitlic ean Rossean. Tint
1-trge hotel an tie higi bluff ta tic left is
c ilted Mapteburst. It is said ta lie a igi
toned place and certainiv loaks welt. Now
we are across tic bay and tic up aur steamer
in front ai an immense summer botel pop-
uiarly knawn as tie Monteiti Hanse. A
urnte ta tic 1cmt is thc site af tie cetebmated
Pnatt's bote], anc ai tic brst and targest
sumnmer hatels in Muskoka. In was liurnt a
few years ago and never rehuilt. Rassean is
a cdean, smart village, and seems ta be tbniv-
ing. Tic lcading store hene bas a snack af
gonds tint wouid make sanie mendiants an
tie front wooder. Tiere is a neat little Pres-
byteian churci and wc suppose some af the
anien denaminatinos arc represented. Tic
numben ai Pncsbyterlan ministers who preaci-
cd at Rossean wiao students, would make a
good-sized Synad. Tic number wia bave
preacied in Muskoka wanld easily minCe a
General Assembîy ; and it wouldn'n lie n bad
assambly atier.

One ai tic sights an Rosscau is tic Siad-
dow River. Wc cannat say anytiing about
tuis river as we nierciy saited pasn ms anauni.
We have long since Icarned flot ta judge men
by the amount aof mouti tiey have, and we sec
no rcasan wiy ivers sioutd non lic treated in
thc sanie way.

Now let ns go bacC ta Port Carl ing ar
the head af Lake Joseph. Soon afier Ieaving
tic Carling River tic steamer turns ta tic
left and stops an Ferndalc. Ta tie nati van
se* most ciarming isiands. lI frct, tlie sai
fnom Ferndalc aven to Cleveland and tram
tiene ta Pont Sandbieid is considered liv many
anc ai thc most deligittul in Muskoka. Tic
islands are weiî wonded, tiere is a higity
ornamented sumnien nesidence an caci, and
as nie sneamer calls very oten yaa have a
sailtinbt is simpiy gloiaus. Tic distance
tram Pont Carling ta Port Sandfield by land
is only about four miles, but by steamer, wlien
many catis are ta lie madc, it must be nen or
twelve. There 's on use in trying ta descrilie
the lieanny oai tus corner af Lake Rosseau, 50
wc witl just use tie higbly original phrase that
it «Imnst lie seen ta be appneciaard."

Part Sandbield consists mainly ai a large
summer intel and a cut in tie narrow necie
ai !and tint sepnared LaCe Joseph from
LaCe Rosseau lietore the white mina delias
appearance in ths region. In is named mier
Sandbceld McDonald wha was Premier ai
Ontario whcn tie union between tie nwa
laCes was consummatcd. Part Sandbield bas
always been a popular summer rasant.

Naw we are on LaCe Joseph. Tint cot-
tage ta tic igit is the summer nesiderice ai
tie Rev. Dr. Dickie, of Dennit, tormcnîy ai

Berlin. A short sail brings us ta HamilI'i
Point, wbere there is a large new suaimei
batels Islands abound on every band; anc
ecd bas its gaily decorated cottage. Ths
large island to the lefti nat we are nov
stopping at is Yoho. The nman an the wbaa
who takes the rope is Prof. John Camphell

a He looks weii and as lie gives you a bearti
e hnndshake you <etl glati that the Synod «
lw Montreal and he came ta a settlement. Noin
oe we are in a regian inbabited mainty by Pres.
e byterian eiders. Near by is theo surumei

residence ai W. B. McMurricb, Q.C., aic
it- eider ; a littie farther on is the summer home
t, bof Mr. James Watson, of Hamnilton, aiso ai

à- eider, and a littIe urther stili tie island of
Mr. justice McLennan, an eider in St. An-

E.drcw's West. Nature bas been se iavish iia
r~beautiiying these isiands tiat nane but Pres.

byterians seem fit ta live on them i Ta tie
riglit yau may sec Stanley Hause, a most de.

id liglitful spot for a tired man ta reSt in. A fenw
0 minutes' sarit brings us ta Part Cockburn ai

Il the iead of Lake joseph. IHere there as a
e iarge and popular summer hotel,_ which is
e atways weil patronized. The view tram tie
e front is grand and if yau wîsh yau nmay sit on
e tie rock and gaze out on tic lake ; but wc

mnust say goad-bye.
We do not pretend ta have mentioned anc

tenti ai the places at which a tourist may
bave rest and recreation on this nortiern
piaygraund. There is a nice titîle side trip
from Port Carling ta Bala, but we werc neyer
formuate enouE!h ta take t. There are nice
resting places away back fram three principal
lakes at Huntsville ; Burke's Faits, and we

t know not iow mnany atier points. Thc sait
down the Magnctawan River tram Burke's
Falts ta Ahmic Harbour is said taelie grand.

V Brother Simpson, exeditor af tic CANADA
r PRESBYThRIAN, bas a cave .somcewhere ncar

Huntsville, in whach he makes- copy " and
enjoys his briar zoot. May he lave a tiou-
sand years, if bce wants ta!1
t Homeward bound, once again ta face the

1 uncertainties af thec future and begintiate's
i battle anew. Wbittier's Elnes are aten ne-
S calted, as anc airer anotien of the Isslands is
f passed:

1I know flot where His i3lands ift
Their fronded palms in air,
I only icnow I cannot drift
Beyond His tove and care.'

A STRONG CONGOREGAT1ON.

RE%.. J. A. R. DICKSON. kD, L.D., 4.ALI.

Every congregation bas its own distinctive
character : and it bas that, in virtue of its be-
ing au arganic whole. It bas a lite pecutiarly
its own, and an influenae going forth tram it
in keeping with its character. Somne congre-
gations are distinguisied by their missionary
spirit, otiers by thein evangclistic zeal, otiers
by thein intelligence, ochers by their prayen-
fui spirit, others by their coldness, or pride cr
exclusaveness or other undesitable ciaracter-
istics. And according ta the prevaillng spirit
of tic congregation it is known among nmen.
It bas a igbt tiat shines, and a lie tbat tells
upon the community in which it is planted
whetber it will or net. It is neot a close cor-
poration living anly ta itself. Like tic indivi-
dual man it does net, and cannot lave ta itself,
ir must of necessity affect others lying outsade
af and beyond itself.

St. Leonards., ai Peti, was in the tîme ai
John Mimne a centre af blessing. Oten wien
anc was distrabuting tracts, or dealing eara-
estly wth another an reference ta spiritual
things, be would bc gnected wi tbe remarie,
Il You''Jl be fram St. Lconardl's." In thus way
the evangelistac zeal ai that congregation was
recognized.

Park Street Churci that calted the late C.
H. Spurgeon ta thc work ai the pastarate was
a pnaying church. He tells us iimscli that
they were "'mighty in prayer.'" Nor did tiey
lose tuis character. Lately 1 fellioato nver-
sation witi ane af bis stu dents, and he tald
me, that ane day when a number af tiecocl-
lege boys were enjoying themsclves an the
lawn in front af Mr. Spurgeon's bor, sonie
af them gathecdabout him and made ioid ta
ask him this question: IlWill you tell us, Mr.
Spurgeon, wbat, apart tram jour awn persan-
ality, you consider the se rer ai youn saccess."l

s6 Mr. Spurgeon answered," I regard the pray.
!r er meeting in tic college from seven tili eleveu
id evary Sabbath morning as the secretaof My
t success." Ta this prayer meeting people
w came, prescnted thir ndesires and ifti, staying

f aniy a short time. Yet it was kept going on
. from seven titI eleven every Lord's Day. And

y tbat was only anc manifestation af the spirit
)f ai prayer in this great and influentîi congre-
iv gation i

5. Periaps we do nat tbink ai aur congrega-
r tianal ciaracter as we sboutd do. It is an

a2 utstanding tact, howvever, that every body
ai ofChristian people bas marked teatures, tiai

n distinguisi tiemn and set tbem aoi from ail
f otiers. And augin not every congrégation

i- ta le a strong congregation ? Let me point
n out wbat I consider as necessary ta that. By

" strang," 1 do not men stnung an numbers
mierely, nor strrng in weaith anereiy, nor
strang in intellect merely, ail these are Most
valuable etements in congregationai lufe. Yer
tbese may ail obtain, and tbe congrégation be

a for ail Christian purposes weak. By "strog"
s 1 mean strang in Christian' principie and

Christian lufe and Christian activity. Strong
in the grace tint is in Christ Jesus i Wiat is

*necessary ta that ?
i. Tint it lie built upon Christ as tie

sacrifice for sm. Christ as the sin.bearer and
the sinner's substitute. Christ as tie anc
foundation ai thi3 sinner's bope. Christ as tie
liteoaitie soul. Christ as the companion and
Saviaur for lite. Christ as tic hope ot gtory.
Christ as ail and in ait. Christ alone is

jtic sure foundation.
2. That the minister lie a man ai God. A

man thorougty devoted ta the work ai God in
the saving ai men. A man af faiti and prayer
and consecration. A man wbo, liec Paul,
serves God witi bis spirit in the gospel ai
His Son. A man who believes tie word ai
Gýod with the entire force af bis spiritual lieing
and accepts the whoic aftit. Who docs non
pick and choose, and is in large and frequent
doulit as ta this part or tbat part ieing God's
word. Sucli an anc is doule-minded, and sa
unstable. Little can be expected ai hlm in
tic preaciing ai the Word. He will bandie
it in a giagerlv fà,ýhion, void ai the sure con-
fidence tiat carres conviction. His unsen.
tledness witi communicate itseit to atiers. Hle
wiil lie like anclilgiting a lire an the praarie,
whici soon leaps aut beyond bis contrat, in-
volving many in ruin. A firm and untaitering
tait in Gad's wvord is tic tundamental torce in
a preacier. Having nuis, ha wiii faitiiulty
and teariessly proclaim the wbole truti. He
will seck prayerfulty ta expound it wti
wisdom, enfance. it with earnesnness, apply it
with love, and illustrate it by consisnency. He
will rest wiolly on tic power ai tic Haty
Gbost ta, make tic word live in tic sonîs af
men. Mas cyc will lie lifted ta, the Lord niar
lic may work witi iim, " canfinming tic word
with sigos follawing." In God alone wiii be
bis ielp. Like tic boly George Herbecrt, lie
will tearn tiat Ilpraying is tic end of preaci.
ing." Amter John Purves, ai JedburRi, and
Andrew A. Bonar, had fitted a Sabbati day
witi earnest prociaimation ai the trutb, Mn.
Purves remarked in tic evening: IlNaw we
must go ta tic vet greater part ai aur day's
work, nameiv, prayer'

3. That tic congregatian obey tic word ai
God. IlThe obedience af taiti " is what is
needed in a congrégation tint would lie
strong. Tic minister ta, a large extent
determines tiechcaracter ai a congrégation.
Ris lite and conduct and preacbing wiit afiecn
mightity tiose wio iisten ta, hirn witi respect,
or who regard hlm iigiiy in love for Christ's
sake.

John Mimne impressed on St. Leonard's
Perth, tic features it bore; Spurgeon deepen-
edin Park St., Lonoan, thespiin ofprayer; Dr.
Wiyte, ai Edinburgi, bas set an intellectual
stamp oi; Frac St. George's, Edinliurgi. Dr.
Matiesan bas formed St. Bernards, Edin-
burgi, ta tic appreciation ai poetic imagina.
tion and phiiosophic insigt ; Dr. John Hood
Wilson,oi tie Barclay Chunci, Edioburgi, bas
creatcd a missionary fervour, and a zeal for
Christian wark, in tic bearts of tiat grand
congrégationi.

And sa is, tint* tic character oi tie
ministen Ian ts its deep and broad mark upon
tie people. Novi, suppose tiat tie people
under tie fa liful guidance af tié men ai God,
recognize di,- inctiy:.

i. Tic absolute noad ai the Haty SpIiL2. Trhe place ai prayer in reterence toaait the
y' aiTairs ai lite. And 2, Zent in doing gond as
e tic nesuit ai faith and prayer and tic înwark.
g ing ai God-ien tbey witl gnow daity into the

a possession ai greater strength. Where there
1 is on tic part ai a congrégation a clean vie,

ýt oitis face, tint I"wc are God's wanknias.
sip, created in Christ Jesus unoagod wonlu
wiici God bath befone ardained tint we
should watk in tiem," tiene wiiilieb na sellîb

i resticn 10lissings neccived as tiaugi tliey
V were anty given ta tic individuai ta lbe enjoy.

c d, ratier tian ta bc distributed.
1 They watl rien seek ta discover ' every

1 rinn bis work." Tiey witi know tint thty
t are not ta be idiers-tan less sick people that
r need ta bc nursed. Tbey witi undenstand
; tint they arc heaied and saved, and beaaag

bealed they siouid scek aut tic dîsieased and
hning them ta tic gnear Physician, and heurt
saved tiey should endeavor ta rescue tht
perishing. Andrew finst indeti bis own
brother, Simon. Pilp findeti Natianati

1 Tic woman ai Samaria wenn ber way ino thle
City and saiti ta tic men, " Corne, sec a
man, wici toid me ail things tint ever I dia;
is flot tus tic Christ i" These incidents give
us ticdirection lanv'hici tic Spirit ai God-
leads amas out. Re does flot become self.
centred and self-satisfied. Ratier, be is set
frec tram self and led ta thinie ai atiers. He
is carried inta service for Christ. He <tels
himself bound under new obligations. And
in obeying tic new motive force ai tic Spiral
bc gnows in grace ; grows strong. And as lie
singly does sa, sa is the congregatinta do
as a body. Here lies tic great secret ai a
strang congrégation ; aIl oliedient ta tht
hcaveniy voice. Thnaug4 ttus experience ia
is braugit in rime ta nealize tiat its jay anad
power is in doing gaod ta atiers, in workiaag
for tic salvatian oaIahries. And tieneby ils
faiti graws, its lave, its patience, ils penseven.
ance, in a word, ail its graces flaursi. Thty
have given them noom ta graw, and appor.
tunily ta show thicin cxcettency. Wien a
cangregation as a body ai hehîevang men and
nvamen, lias braugli borne ta tbem tbe thougiat
tiat they arc assaciatcd rogetier flot for
merety social ends, non mercly for purposes
ai niutual edificatian, flan mereiy for devotiainai
exercises, but ratier than niey mny more
efficicntly carny an Cinist's wark ai saviang
iost sopîs, it shahl spcedaly risc up inoapos-
session of a strengtb tint witl amaze maaay.
Tien unden ioly impulses, witt maney and
intellect and numbens bid an important
office ta 61t. Evcry git as weil as cverv
grace God bas given witl tien camne into
beautatul exercise, and an tic lives ai reai
workers do inbinitely marethan in ather con.
ditions. Tien " means"' wililiec affered wiîh
tic lie; "intellect" wtb tic lite ; «Inuin
bers" witb rthe lifeteicwiole congrégation
will be Ila living sacrifice, lioly, acceptable ta
God." Sncb a cangregatian instaad ai need-
ang ieip tram witbcunta buîtd it up, will flot
onîy Il cdafy itseli in love," but witl be able ta
ielp aibers aiso. A strong congrégation is
simply a biand ai worklng Ohistians, inspired
iy taiti in God, relying an tic Holy Spirit
and zealous in doing wliat God enjoins tiern
ta do.

T'HE FRA SER'?RIV.ER FLOOD.

BY REV. E. IL McLAREN B.D.

Tic symparienic interesn awakened in al
parts ai re Dominion by tic reports ai the
caiamity tiat has befailen tic settlersib lie
Fraser River vnlley, was very fully and grate.
fnily apprccîateid by tic people a! British
Columbia.

Our bretiren in tic East, wba werc 50
prompt and generaus in ticir affers af as-
sistance, wilfna donlin li intenested in a
short accoaothti causes and effects ai the
inundation, together with a bnifréference to
tie probnbilty ai its recurrence.

Tice-conditions tint rendered tie flod
possible vere, an extraondinarily beavy snow-
maIl in tic* niantaîns dnning the winten
mantis and a rcrnarkaly coid spring, fol.
lowed liv unnsallv and uninterruptediy warai
weather in tic monti af May. Thc back.
wardncss ai tic sprang may li nferrcd tramn
tic fact that, an tic 15th ai May there were


