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wd reproach to the country may be speedily and sat-
shcioily wiped out. The good name and the future
of the country are involved in the decision

to which Parliament may come.
B So far as public opinion can be gauged at pres-
BN «ot, no one has come out openly in defence of the
undering that has been permitted so long,  If the
blic conscience has bern shocked by recent dis-
dosures there has been comparatively little emotion
il displaycd. There buve, it is true, been numerous
dear and unequivocal condemnations of wrong-do-
Jing in the press and in the pulpit and in private
R Grcles, but as yet there has heen no divect cvidence
§ bt the temper of the Canadian people is such that
they mean to put an end to the system that leaves
he public trcasury at the mercy of audacious
M chemers.  An unpromising feature of the enquiries
pas been the cffort to shicld those who are high in
place, a passionate reluctance to admit cvidence that
8 clects upon them, and at the same time a firm
B ictermination to visit with condign punishment the

f minor offenders whose wrong-doing has been un-
B .ithed. A more hopeful state of things would be
| een in a thorough determination to deal passion-
lesly with cvery ong, whatever his position, who is
uinted with crookedness in the management of the
ption’s affairs. Canada is not so bankrupt in char-
(W icter that she is reduced to the necessity of putting

# oen with shady reputations in the highest offices
] e has to bestow.  What an example this would be

ta the young, the ardent and aspiring, werc they to
understand that a high sense of personal honour and
l mimpeachable ir tegrity were disqualifications rather
than otherwise for serving their country in the coun-
i dls of the nation,

Many of our ministets have come ou boldly
und fearlessly in denunciation of the evils under
shich the country has causec to groan. They differ
ely in matters of individual opinion ; in the main
i (hey agree. All honour to those who have spoken
B it They have done so in a spirit of manly inde-
pendence, It has to be remembered that on sub-
jects that have a political colouring it is not always

or pleasant for the occupant of a pulpit to
speak his mind frecly on questions concerning which
¥ bis people may differ widely in opinion. Those who
Bl r prudential reasons conclude to remain silent
 hould not be judged too harshly. They may be
k left to decide for themselves what is the best course
2 o pursue.  The pulpit, if it is to retain its just
Bl power ard influence, cannot become the vehicle for
| the dissemination of party political opinions. In
questions of national importance having a distinctly
mora! bearing it is different. In discussing these
@ the ministry is strictly within its line of duty, and if it
is becoming and proper to pray that those in author-
ity may be guided aright in the discharge of their
wsponsible duties, it is surely as much within the
3 sohere of a minister's duty to speak a word of warn-
B ivg to his people when the principles of integrity are
§ sstematically violated with the connivance if not
the participation of those entrusted with the conduct
of public affairs and whs are supposed to be the
@8 uardians of the nation’s honour,

Many noble words have been spoken by minis-
ters of our own and other Churches in condemna-
B ton of the evil things that have been done and per-
B nitted at the nation’s capital. Some weeks ago Dr.

§ Armstrong spoke manfully out in exposing the evils
that all deplore. In this week’s issue the concluding
portion of a discourse by Rev. George Bruce, of St.
John, N.B,, appears, and it is well worth an atten-
j we perusal. It is a model of what a sermon on
piblic questions should be.  There is no trace of
partisanship in it from beginning to end. One point
# be makes clear and in this mnany others who have
spoken agree with him. It is that as the Govern-
P§ ment is in the hands of the people the representation
J in Parliamen: wili be what the people themselves
| make it. So long as people permit themselves to
N be swayed by sordid appeals and actual bribery we
B cnnot have a Parliament free from venality. We

g may look with keen interest on the doings at

® Ottawa, but it rests with the Canadian people them-
g sclves whether they shall have clean and reputable
¥ men to make and administer their laws. Canadians
| cannot all be Liberals, neither can they all be Con-
W servatives, but they can send to Parliament the best
B men in the ranks of cither to represent them.

MISSIONARY TRIALS IN CHINA.

TTACKS on mission stations in China have
B () not yet been suppressed. Specious promises
by the authorities have been made but it is repre-
g sented that somehow there seems no evident inten-
ton of implementing them. This is taken to mean
R that governors and other officials are more or less
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in sympathy with the rioters and imbued with the
same hatred of forcigners that many of the popu-
lace display. So numerous and menacing are the
native opponents of missions that in many places
the gravest fears arc apprehended. Imperial pro-
clamations, warning the pcople against attacking
forcigners and declaring that they shall be held
responsible for the damages they commit, have not
as yet produced a restraining effect though mission-
aries in China believe that when the pecople come
to understand thct the Government is 1n carnest,
they will not be so rcady to commit acts of bar-
barity and violeace.

The most recent attack has been made on the
mission stations at Ichang. It is too far up the
Yangtze River for war vessels of any size to ap-
proach, but late advices intimatc that a steamer of
light draught has been chartered and a company of
British sailors have gone up the river to take part
in protecting the life and property of the foreigners
menaced by the rioters. Therc is every indication
that the various European powers, however conflict-
ing their home policies may be, will act in concert
in their cfforts to secure freedom from attack for
their citizens resident in China. Some arc of opin.
ion that a sufficiently strong display of armed force
will deter the Chinese from inflicting tarther
injurics on the defenceless missions throughout the
Empire. Itis at best a doubtful experiment. It
may comport with Mohammedanism to advance its
interests by the power of the sword, but this is not
a weapon by which the conquests of Christianity
can be won. European soldiers and sailors are
engaged only to restore and prescrve civil order,
but Chinese peasants arc not likely to be ableto
draw fine distinctions, especially when cunning and
determined opponents ot Christianity are ready to
pervert facts and enflame the minds of people with
hatred of the missionaries in whose behalf the forces
of forcign powers have appeared.

1t has also to be borne in mind why this hatred
of Christian missionaries which has apparently
broken out so suddenly has been long and rer-
scveringly fostered. It is more than surmised tha!
under this hatred of Christian teaching a decp-
seated revolutivnary movement is being carried on,
Last week it was stated in cable despatches that
there had been several seizures of arms, ammuni-
tion and even dynamite that secret societies hal
been surreptitiously importing, a fact in some degree
confirming the impression that revolutionary
designs are entertained. The appearance of cmall
bodies of European soldiers and sailors may easily
be seized upon as a pretext for beginning a civil war
that might grow to serious proportions. Though
there is room for conjecture, it may be that none of
thesescrious contingencies may happen. Itispossible
that the encrgetic measures taken by the representa-
tives in China of foreign powers will have th: only
effect intended, the deterring of the lawless disturbers
of the peace, and teaching them the lesson that they
cannot molest missionaries and other foreign resi-
dents with impunity.

The hostility of the Chinese to Christianity has
been cagerly and persistently spre.d throughout the
Empire. Native scholars have circulated pamphlets
ascribing the most horrible atrocities to those who
teach and have embraced it. As in the early
days of Christianity in the Roman Empire, the
meetings of Christian converts are described as the
occasions of the wildest orgies, and the popular mind
has been filled with alarm because of the supposed
horrors that are said to be practised. Prejudice, like
superstition, dies hard.  Af* - the present excited
state of feeling has subsided, 1. will take a long time
to disabuse the minds of many of the people that
missionaries and their work have been grossly mis-
represented. The Imperiz' Government is not hos-
tile to Christianity. A number of the provincial
governors have no sympathy whatever with the
popular hatred and fear of it. They are doing what
they can to disabuse the minds of the populace and
bring them to a more tolerant mood. Wrong im-
pressions, however, will continue to linger, and the
missionaries will have to exercise patience and strive
agaiprst discouragement. On this great and in many
respects hopeful and encouraging field, as in others,
patience must have its perfect work, for in due time
they shall reap if they faint not.  Neither should
the frier.ds of missions in this or other lands be dis.
couraged because for the present the sky is overcast.
These events try the faith, the courage and con-
stancy of missionaries abroad and Christians at
home. There is no reason for faltering or misgiv-
ing. Let the Christian Churches be unstinted in
their sympathy and support ; let them continue in-
stant in prayer and these trying providences will yet
turn out for the furthering of the Gospel.

Joun FosTER KirK's * Supplement to Allibone'’s Dictionary of
Authors” in two volumes 15 to be published immediately by the
Lippincotts.

Mrs. HeNRY WaRD BEECHER's personal memoirs ol her hus.
band, under the tule of ** M, Beecher as § Knew Iim,” will begin
in the October issue ¢f the Zadies’ Home Fournal,

Tug * Century Lictionary” has at last been completed, The
final pages of the sixth volume are now on the press. The wotk
contains 500 more pages and 2,000 more illustrations than were
originally projected,

Tnr Hebrew-Christian for September contains a fine portrait of
the late Rev. Adolph Saphir, D.DD, of London. The paper men-.
tivned is published by the Rev. Jacob Freshman, 17 St. Mark's
Place, New York, (o futther the interests of his Jlebrew.Christian
wotk,

MRs. LLizaBeTH STRWART PHELPs-WARD has recently com-
pleted a bhiography of her late father, Professor Austin Phelps,
which will be published at an eatly date Ly the Scuboers, An ian-
teresting feature of the book 1s the autobiographieal matter relating
to Professor Phelps’ youth and early manhood.

A NEW and valuable addition to the literature of Christian evie
dences will be found in ** The Fourth Gospel,” to be ussued imme.
diately by the Scribners. Three eminear writers, the late Prolessor
Abbot, Dr. Andrew P. Peabody and Bishop Lightfoot, have ooted
in the book to present the evidences in support of the Johannean
authorship of the Fourth Gospel. ’

Wk have received a s ecimen of the beautiful, ¢clear and accurate
maps that are to compose W, and A. K. Johnston's (Edinburgh and
London) Royal Atlas, to be published in monthly parts Leginniog
n October.  Frum the eminence of the house, the facilities they
posse and the skill with which the work is prepated, it will be one
of the bes. atlases ever published.

RubvarD KirLiv,'s new novel, wntten in collaboration with
Wolcoit Balestier (or the Century, 1s entitled ** The Naulahks, a
Tale of West and East.” It 1s a story of America and India, The
principal characters hive in a ** buoming ” Colorado town, where
the story opens, but the scene quickly shifts to the court of an In.
dian Mabarajah, whither the hero and the heroine journey to meet
with most varied experiences.  The story will begin in the Novem
bet Century.

How 1o READL THE ENGLISH BisLk. By Rev. John Burton,
B.D. Turunto.})—The substance of this hittle publication was de.
livered as a lecture at the Canadiaa Chatauqua this season. -It also
appeared as a conisibution wn ovr pages, dbut through a ladsus,
without the name of the writer, a circumstance which, though hardly
fair to him, would enable the reader to form an unbirsed estimate
ot the value of the article. The intelligent reader no doubt came to
the conclusion that it was fresb, clear, candid and helpful, and, from
its quiet, scholatly tone, worthy of its esteemed author.

TRE Century Magazine will celeb.aic the gooth anniversary of
the discovary of America by publishing a life of Columbus, wntten
especially for that magazine Ly Emilic Castelar, the famous Span.
ish orator, statesman and author. The work is written in Spanish,
and will be carefully tra. iated. Senor Castelar, whose interest in
and admimation for America are well known, has made a careful
study of the new historical material bearirg upon the subject, and it
1s said that his papers will bs very nichly illustrated.  Other articles
dealing with the discovery of America are in counse of preparation
for the same magazine.

Basvyuoov., (New York: Babyhood Publishing Co.)—The
September number of Babykood contains an important article on
¢t Diphtheria,” by one of the most eminent authorities on the sub.
ject, Professor J. Lewis Smith, of Bellesvue Hospital Medical Col-
lege. * Eczema in Childhood” is another medical article which
will commend itsell to young mothers. Under ** Nursery Helps
and Novelties™ will be found uselul suggesuons for the sick room,
descriptions of a medicine chest, of baby-guards, etc. The mothers
record their experiences in the * Parliament,” ¢ baby's Wardrobe
aund in the other departments of that monthly nursery guide.

THR ENxouLisH ILLUSTRATED MacGacne, (New York : Mar.
millan & Co }—The September aumber completes the eighth volizme
of this decidedly good magazine. The utle page and carefully.ar-
ranged index for the volume appears in this month’s issue. The
trontispiece, ** Studious Moments,” is a strong picture. A second
paper, admirably illustrated, on *‘ The Russo-Jewish Emigrant,” by
Rev. S. Singer, will be read with interest. Other handsomely illus-
trated papers are, * The Queen’s Private Gardens at Osborne 3"
¢ Emanuel Hospital, Westminster;” *¢ Turkish Girlhood,"” and
¢ Cheswick, Past and Present.” Lewss Morris contributes A
Song of :1¢ Year.,” Alan Adair furnishes a short story, *¢ True Jealon.
sies,” and F. Marion Crawford’s ¢ Witch of Prague” is completed,

AN important arrangement has been made with Mr. Pioches, of
the British Museum, to write for the Exposstory Times a series of
atticles dealing wath the old Testament and the Cuneiform Inscrip-
tion. He will go over the whole field of discovery in this depart-
ment, incorpotating and correcting Schrader’s latest edition, and
adding the new material which has been made available since 1t
was published. In regard to chese articles Professor Sayce writes to
the editor : ¢ I am glad to hear that Mr Pinches has consented to
write this series of atticles.  You could not have found any one more
fit for such a work.  He is ane of our best Assyriclogists, and his
position at the British Museum gives him access to all the newest
sources of Assyriological information.” Professor Sayce himself will
write on ** The Higher Criticism * and the ** Monuments,” the first
article appearing in the October number,  The same number will
contain an articie by Protessor Caspar Rene Gregory, of Leipzig,
on the “ Teaching of Tbeology™ in that University. Arrangements
have also been made for articles upon English hterature ints reli-
gious and ethical aspects. Professoi Henry Jones, of Unmversity
College, North Wales, will writec on Biowning, aad Miss Woods,
of Clifton College, oa Milton. With the issue for QOctober com-
mencing Vol. IIL, the Expository Times will be enlarged to doable
its prasent size.



