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SIV KNOXONliN.

A good illustration is a fine thing ina dascoursc. Il
awakens interest, lets in the liglit, clinches an argu.
nient, sentis honie an appeal, and is very likcly ta re.
main in the aacmory wîlien cvcry o'lier thing in the
discourse lins fled. One or two real gooci illustra-
tions redecua n dil sermon. Mà%nny a sermon thant
lias been voted duil by cven the Rond pxeople %vite
hecard it wotild bave been volcîl " splerndid by evcry.
body, had the prencher rollcd tip the blinds liere and
there as hie went along, and let in a blaze of liglt in
the forai of a good illustration of sorte kind. We say
soile kind, for there arc a great niany kinds, and ail
aire good whcii thcy (1o goocl.

There ire a few preacliers in this world %vho con.
demn the use of illustrations. Usually thIey are mnr
%Yho cannot mnke or Use a gond figure. Prenchers are
îoo much given ta the abominable habit ni belittling
what they cannot do. [fa lawiycr sces is brothcr o!
the bar do somne exceptionally clever lhing, lie gene.
rally bas sense enough ta remain silent, or praise the
performance and credit il ta bis profession. Somne
preacliers pirsuiejust t)e opposite couirse They can.
mot sec a brother do a gnod thing wvithout snecring it
it, or in seime way trying ta belittie il. The greaîest
sinner in ibis wv is Dr. Dry-as dusi. He ncvcr
uses an illustration himiself. He daesn't know bow.
If he did try, hc would suggcst an elephiant going
through a quadrille. Wlhen lie heairs a brothier using
discourse, %vell lighted up, ,.nd sent honme ivitl good
illustrations, he tries te screw up bis countenance
int a shape that will suggesl the profoaind, the pitro.
niz2ng and the pitirul in combination. His counten-
ance having taken on this triple cast lie says IlShial-
lov," Ilpopular," Ilsensational," Ilnothing an il.' The
front cf the preacher's oirending %vas thal lie spoke s0
as ta be understood and fêIt. Had lie spokcn in a
manner that fcw could understaiad, and none remeni-
ber, Dr. Dry-as-ciust wouîd have said hc wvasa ver), able
preacher. Mie Dr. Dry.as-dusts are chiefly ta be
found in the wvestern part of ibis Province.

Dr. A. A. Hodgc, %vho %vent home Io his rew?;rd the
otlier day, %vas highly gifted in the uase cf illustrations.
WVc shahi net insult the miemory of the grent Prince-
tonian by making tny.comp.irisoi between his attain.
ments and those ai the Dry-as.dust cleracal famîly.
The Rev. John Htatchins, evidently an appreciative
student ai Dr. Hodge'., gives sonie fine cxamples an
the Chiristia»:-al ilalrk oi the happy aianner in
which the professer could sitke off a gond illustra-
tion on thn spur of the moment. Here is one :

At ont time aur stthjccl was the theolo'cy ni the transeo-
dental Schlcicrmacber. A% thie lecture in ils more forma]
part was or-er, one ni the younz axen asked:; " Then. Dr.
Hodge, shnuld 'jeu recommend Schlcieranacher's teachingts
ns good and belpfil ? " The Doctnr in answer made reter-
ence t0 the anatcuialiçsm ci Germnnv. pointe(] oui how the
almosi mystic leacbincs ni the mrent iiilýà%npher michi have
been of greni good folr bis own German people, whcn îhey
would no! be so, for Englaaîd or Ainerica, aind then concluded
by sayir.g - 0It is samething the case of the ladder in the
pit. %%le arc passinC throukh a nieadnw. Ict us say, w'Iere
we corne upon a eep pit. In the holiom ynii sec mire and
fillh, while against the sides n laddcr Tets. Vrou sn-y il) ne.
'Doctor, is il a gnod thing te have Iliat lagdcr Ihcte?' I

should answer, * That depends entirely upon wbat pîarpnce
you wouid put il ta. If men have siumldecd mnin the nit,
and the laddcr servcs ta help îbcm cet n111, lico it iO, qutety
n Rond thing. But if il sboiaid onlv lie Ibere to lead men
wbo are on dry j!rcund it the Pat l hwould manirestly net
ben a-Md thing.' "
To say anytbing about that hippy illustration wvould
he te spoil it. Let thae ladder stand. Ifiyou arc in any
kind cf moral or theological pit uise nlmost nny kind
of ladder ta help you out, but if you arc out stay out.

An incident, tal<en from ane's avn personal expcri-
ence, if donc rvith gcoai liste, is olten the most telling
form of illustraion. Mie saine wvrier Riv-es thac fol-
loving accorant ai the manner in which Doctor H-odge
dealt witb a youang M.%ethoiat student whli ad .vor-
ried hini for a time by interjecting "anniens " during
prayer, and Mvin " kicked On littlergninst lais tenchier's
theory oi Predestination:-

Wheiî. for instance, the class hall ira hand tlie grea: tiieme
ni Ptedestination,. there was sonie mental kickîng mari!-
fested, espccially on the part of the younz mnan who bad
given vent ta t1 c ficquenl " amnrs." "Why, thaco, Dr.
Baodge," hie cxclaimcd, Il cerylhing is shiat up. Things
ore onîy as théy have ta bc, and that is the end of it."

An amnused twin-lc played about the Doctor's eyrs for n

momnt, %vienî hie repiild IlN prit anc ina mid af a lady
I yfr coarIgreation. Il wns ina Virvînia, andI she was on
1-*!sSalin, ut f tatstamp laelonging peculiarly ta thie

regiora.c Bcbg a fraquerai attendant on my own servi.-es,
sh aslcad me to cati. I -did so, andI ina tie course ai a very

lenan~rt conversation she reraîarked : Mbr. IlotIge, 1 lîlce
yOur preachlUR, but I on' 1lie y-our doctrine.' I said te
lir hTîal you, uain Crm, 3-oui( t'le vuente honour. And
mn I ent uire %%.l fi is thnt lot in o t Ilke m -doctrine?'

Oh ,we $h lae rlpied, Il yau tielieve tliat Mhaiver 85 10
le %I relih.' ' And wouîd -ou, <lear madame,' 1 rcplied.
*wauld >-ou have me 1elieve tit %vbatcver is te bc won't

Araîong Englisli-slîe.iking men thae best illustrators
are lrislimteii andi Aairericans. Haviaîg given two
hippy exaîîîples trran anc nf Anierica's niost distan-
guishced sans, let rus take aile front anr ilîrasîrieus Irish-i
man. Dr. Cookc iad occasion once te speak ira Ile
Blfa.-st Presbytery of a book that %vas ira some way or
anoîhier tandar consideratioa. lia cniîicised the book
ttrfaivararabl>', and ended lus remarks b>- saying int lac
hîad not rend ill. A yaulhful brother laresent Ibougit
lIais rvas a very incorasistenu îlaing for the Doctar te
du, and censrared biini fer condeannîng a bookt, ail ai
whichi ha liad net rcad. Cooke îook thae young manî
ira hand ira a style soînething like Ibis - My young
friend trinks I do something improper %vbcn I criti-
Cisc unfavorîrably a book, 1 have net rend. I hope ta
lie able le convince hiîn thtat I ani acting qutle iaarly,
and ira order ta (Io sa will use an illustration. Sup-
pesing saie oe %ished ta learn iny friend's opinion
an the quality of a pot ai potatoes, w.o:eld il bc ,zeces-
saryfrr hi,,: la eatlhe/ whtoco?t

Ne hîad a good anany more things ta Say, blitme
is rap, and thuis contribrator murst siy goad-bye te hits
friends for another wcek.

TI Ml'ALL ilISSIONV IN FR4 NCE
Has now been fifîcan years ira existence, having been
coînurencedl in 1871 by an English clergyman and bis
%vife. lts chiai field ai labour is aînongst the working
classas, wvbe are hiable to ha iniacted by socialistic
and communistir doctrines. The firsî meeting ivas
hcld ina roamil ira Beleville, in thea north ai Paris ; and
noir- there are fafty stations scattered over tht city,
and twenty un the suburbs, many ai thaur opena nighîly
and two or thîce rimes on Sunday. Froni Paris, the
work bas spread te many afi tht cities ai France;
Marsailas having nine stations, Bordeaux, five, Lyons,
four, and allher cihies ont or two, andi aven ira Algiers
the n-ont lias been begun.

This mission is entircly undenomiraaîionai. It
forms ne Churches, ail Protestaînt Chrrrchas renping
ils fruits. Bnitis.h Christiaas, belonging to established
and non-cstablislacd Churclies, sjimpathizc with and
aid it The Protestant pasters ai France arc bagiraning
ta realiza ils beneficent effects, and lp ta conduct
the meetings in thîcir respective parisles-and have
themselves derivach ne litîle benefit fronu seeing ils
operatiotis.

Tht McAlI Mission, by ils direct, simple and affec-
tionala addresses, frequient singing ni popular hymns,
andkindly recognition an tiha part c r.cI nd bis
assistants, hiave filllcd everysa//c witb men and wonicn,
saime ai wliom nvere in the habit af irequcnîing
tavcrns and places ai iverse repute. Many have be-
came entîrely chiged ira character, and net a few
have avowed tbemsalvas believars in Christ. The
pastors have tirrs bad lessons whicb are making tbem
more popralar and mare efficient work-ers.

Ail controversial subjcîs, civil and ecclesiastical,
arc strictly forbidden ina these meetings; -,htl trrath is
presanted clearly by sanie strikiîg anecdote, parable

*or story, suited to the mental capacity ai those pre-
sent. Permnission, therefora, is given by tht authori-
tics ta open salles er-erywbere, and only men andi
înaney are îîeeded ta evangelize ira hundreds of tawns
Ilîrorigliut thie country.
*France, of ail papal lands, is perbiapb the most
bapeful and striîegic fer nîhssionary work. What
France bas donc ira Tahbiti, in Tonquain, in Maf.dagats-
car and ira the New Hybrides, shows wlhat il is ira ber
po,.eçr ta de, ira the ny ai injrarin.- or preventing the
work of Christian miissions. "To gain tht Continent
would be Io gain thec worid," wvas once said bï a dis-
tinguisicd fricnd ai missions. But lower gro:and raay
bc taken, and still a porverful arguamenit be rased for
the evangelization cf France, when we Say that
if France is net gained, she can seriously ampede, if
not dcstrey, missionary work an many lands.

TIIE CANADIAN AUXIM.ARY

of the McA1I Mission wns iormed a year aga in To-

rente, and, hlins beid monthiy meetings in c'itrerat
churches. Subscriptions have been reccived front
friends in the city, and from, others in tihe counrtry,
wliich have been iorvarded ta Mi. McAII for the
general objects of the mission. The lime bas now
corne when il bas becnjudgcd better te support a par.
licular station, tlobe known as thie IlCanadian Station."
This is donc by severai cilles in the Ujnited Statles,
andI Mr. McAII appraves ai thxe plan, nnd lias
suggested La Rochelle and Rochefort, un the Atlantic
const, as suahable for the purpose. La Rochelle bas
long been farnous anrongst ail whe sympathire rvith
Huguenot traditions. The tlrsî confession of failli of
the Reformed Cliurch, drawn up in 1559, ivas called
the "Confession ai La Rochelle." Il beca.-ie the bul-
wark: oi Protestantisni, and the refuge for persecutcd
pastors and iaymcn in tht sixteenth century, and ira
1573 thae citY witbstood for a year the conibincd at-
tacks oi the French armies, the irrhabitants, belli mtn
and wromen, periorni;ng prodigies of valeur. 0f course
since those days, great changes have taken place in
La Rochelle, most of the people baving relapsed into
coldness and indifference. Mr. McAII is trying ta
revive their ancient faith, and te implant principles
which will êtrouse thieir ancient courage. Wiilnoî the
Christian people of Canada aid hixn in thii viarlc, and
furnisli bun with the means, about $1,oao, te dciray the
yearly expenses ai botb these stations? We are con-
fident îhcy will, and we appeal ta clergymen and lay-
men of aIl Protestant denniinations taniakle knotn
tbis amission amongst their friends, and what the Cana-
dhair Auxiliary proposes ta du. Contributions wrill bc
rcceived and ackneoviedged by Mirs. Edwaxd lake,
presidant ; Miss Carty, secretary, 221 Jarvis Street;
Miss Caven, 238 Victoria Street ; bIrs. Welton, Mc-
Master Hall, and Miss COPP, 76 Isabella Street,
Toronto.

CHURCH OPENING.

MR. EDITnR,-Your numernus readers will be de-
lighted ta know that the gcod people of Gananoque
have been up and doing. Gananoque, lhough an aId
settled place, immcdiately opposite the Thousand
Islands, a great srammer resort, beautiful scenery,
healtblul and pleasant, is a grawing manufactraring
tawn, having ail the modern imprevenrents of the age ;
but best of aIl, ils Churches are grawing and keaping
abrenst af the place. As il was in the heart of David
Ilte build an heuse tnte the namle ai the Laerd God cf
Isr.ael," sa the people of St. Andrew's Church here
bave had il in their hearls le enlarge their Church.
Our bcloved pastor (Rev. H. Gracey) called a meet-
ing of the congregation, and in a carefuily prepared
stalement, shewed us that if those rvbo rcally belonged
te orar own families aIl came te churc a t one ser-
vice, at least seventy would be withoul senîs. As the
flrst hope ai a repentant sinner is his need of a
Saviorir, se our needs led us ta prosecute the wvork, of
enlargirg the church, and the malter ivas taken rip
with giad hearts and willing minds. A srabscription
list was circulated, and the bandsome sum of $4,50a
promised, wvhich was afterward increascd, as the work
progressed, by an addiîional $400, making io aIl
nearly $5,ooo, a very bandsome sum for a smahl con-
gregation. Plans 'vere prepared by Mr. Robert Gage,
arcbitcî, formerly af Kingston, now Riversida, in
Southiera Caliiornia, and the plan adopted was taking
ouI thc trwo sides, and exlending emch side twelve
fcl, affording additional seating caxaacity of 200, pTt-
servirig tht symmietry ai the building, and giving the
best possible form (crraciformn shape). The cenîract
far the entire work was let te Mr. George Wilson, for
masonry, woodwork and painting, the price being
$4,500. 'r'ork was begun on the 6th September,
aSS6, and on the 6th ai March, 1887, the chrarch was
opeoed for service, precisely six months intervening.

As usual, one impravement sraggesîs or necessatates
another. When Mir. WVilson's ccnîract %vas nearing
conapletion, ina order ta make the new work harmonize
with the old, it wis dcced necessary ta iresco the
whole, and a centract was macle with Mà%r. Richardson,
ai Belleville, wbe understands bis business, and did his
work vcry ncaly. Tht ntxt iroprovement suaggesttil
was the upliolstering ai the seaus, the old scaîs having
been dont ytars*age. A conlract vwas miade witb
Mr. A. McCrae, ont ai aur members, for upbolstering,
and the new work and material presented se much
centrast to the aid, the ladies ai tht cengregatian re-
solved ta havc the aId seats rc-covercd, and Mr.
McCraes services wçre capt.innaed rantil the whole was
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