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Seemn bold in what I an about to say ; but I fearlesslYyven-

ture the assertion, that four-liftbs of the semji_<tiliianisinî of

the last quar-ter of a century wuulil neyer have existcd if

Engliibi people had been taugbt more fully and cieauly the

nature, vileness, and sinflncss of sn.

(a') In the next place, a righit vîew of sin is one of the

besi antidotes to the aver-s/iain'd theories j F eljectian, of

which we hiear so much in ffhese times. 1 shall say but little
about this, and in saying it 1 trust 1 shallflot give offence.
If those who press on us perfection iflCiifinotIinig more thani
an ail-round consistency, and a careful attuntion to ail the

graces which rnake up the Christian character, reasoo wouid
that we should flot only hîar .%i[oh theili but agree Nilh

thien entirely. l3y ail meafis let lis airo hîgbrl. -Iiut if Men

reaily miean to tell us that lîcie j itis %voiid a believer can

attajît to entire freedoro froni sin, ]ive for ycars iin unbrolken
andi uniiiterrutted commiontfli with God, and feel for tlontthts
toýrether flot so miuch as onte cvii îbougbt, 1 niust honestiy
say that sueh an opittion appears to me very unsc-itu' a.-
I go even furtber 1 s'îy tîtat the opinion is veîy clangetous
to ini that lioldU il, and ver>' ikely to depress, <iscourage,

and keep inck toqoîrers after salvation. 1 canflot ind the

sul,,ts warrtant in (zod's Word for expecting such perfee-
tiot ai this wwilîe we are in the bodly. 1 believe the wvords

Of our Fifteeiith Article are strictly true,-thtat "Chriist aloîte

is withotit sint; ad that ail we, the rîest, thouigh bapîîzied

and hor a.!ain 1in Christ, offend in many tbings; anul if we

say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, andi the trutli

is not in ut.; "To use the language of our rirst Iloiiy,

" There be imperfections in our best works ; we do not love

Gol so much as we are hourod to (do, with ail Our beart,

mmnd, and power ; we dIo not fear (xod so muchi as we ougbt

to (Io; we do not pray to God bot witb rny aînd great iii-

pcrfections. We give, forgive, believe, live, and hope im-

perfectly w'e sjîeîk, tbink, art( do iîniperfectiy; we figlît

a-ainst the devil, the world, and the flesh imipeifectly. Let

us, therefuire, flot lie asbamied to confess plairily our siate of

imiiperfection. "-Once more 1 repeat svbat 1 have said :tbe

best preservative against this ternporary delusion about per-

fcci ion which clouds sone rinds, -for snicb I bore 1 îoay

caîl it-is a clear, fu, distinct understanding of the nature,
sîîsfulness, and rleceitfulioess of sin.

(e) In the iast place, a scriptural view of sin will prove

an admiiralble antid, te ta t/he /ow ziezî,s of /îcrsuifll onîe.s,

which are so painfuiiy prevalent in these lait days of the

Churcb. This is a veîy painhtil and delicate suijeet, 1

know ; but I1(lare flot tomn away fron t i. It bas long been

My sorrovfui conivizîtio.n that the standlardi of daiiy ie

arnong professing Chrîstians iin ibis country bas been gradu-

aliy falling. 1 arn afraid that Christ-like charity, kindncss,

good- temper, u osel fishness, meeknes e insgo

ratutre, scif-deniai, zeal to do good, and separation fions the

worlrl, are far lcss appjrcciatcd titan they ougbt to be, anti

than they usto b bc in the days of our fat hers.

loto the causes of this state of ibings I cannot pretend Io

enter fuliy, and cao oniy suggest conjectuires for consideia-

tion. It may be tbat a certain proiessiori of religion bas

becomie so fas;iionaidly and coifparativu ly easy in tce pre-

Sent agTe, that the stieams wbiciî ucre once narîow ani dep

have lecorne %vide and sballow, and witat we have gained il,

outward show we have lost in qualiiy. It nay he that the

vast inciease oh wealthî in the ast tweniy-iive ycaîs bas iin-

sensiidy introduced a plague of wi>i idiincss ani sclf-inii11-

gence and love of case mbt social hUfe. Vhiat weîe once

caleil luxories are now conforis aid necesý,aries, and self-

dlenial and "enduliîîig haîdness " are conscquently litile

known. t rnay be that the enormous anioutîlt of contro-

vesy.whicb iîîariss titis age lias inseflsiliy Ir-e( iup our spirIt-

ual hUfe. We have too olteo been content <s iîb zeal foi

ortboihuxy. and have oegleeted the sober rcalîties oh daiiy,

practicai Godiiniess. Be the catuses wviat tltey îtay, 1 must

deciare rny own beliefi that tbe resuit reittains. There bas

been of late years a lower standard of p;2rsonal boiiness

arnong believers iban there usecl tu be iii the days of ouir

fatîters. The whole resutl is tuai THE SPIRITr 15 GRIEVED)

alitI the malter calis for much hîumîiliationt and searcbiîîg of

heart.
As btb e best rernedy for the state of things 1 bave metn-

tiollec_, 1 shah <'venture to give an opinion. Otîser sclîook, of

thou ibt us the Chtîrclîes ittust jtîdge for tbenîýselves. The

cuire for Evan.,,,liCcaItcureboteit, 1 arnscîiiviîsccrl, 1 10 lie

found in a clearer a 1 prebeosion of tbe nature and sinfulness

of sin. We steedl oc;t go back 10 Egypt, and borrow selll-

Rornîtsh practices in orîler to revive our spiritual life. We

need n01 restore the confessiouiai. or reiurn M~ mooasîicisnî

or asceticism. Nothifla of tIse kiisd We utîtîst simply re-

pent and do our first %vlks. WTe nitis retuîti frspro-

pi s Wei must go back 10 " the oldi patbs,." We mnust sit

d ,vi i imbtlly io the preseoce of G,-i], look the whole sul -

ject in the face, examisne clearly wh at tbe Lordcijesus cal'-

sin, ami wbat tihe Loîd lesus calis doing I lis mvii."' We

Muist thico try to realize that il is t'rrjilily possible 10 live a
careless, oeasy-g<ing, afwr(I îe n yet at the smre

tiîne to maioîain Evangelical prirncîples and
1 cali 1îurselves

Evaogelical people ! Onîce let us sec that stins, far viler.

antI fatr nearer to us, and sticksmoe closely 1tî s thao we

supposed, and we sball be led, 1 trust and helieve, 10 gel

nearer 10 Christ. Once drawn nearer 10 Christ, we shahl

drinik more deeply oui oU H-is fuloess, and leain more

thoroughly 10 "f[ive the liUe oU faitb "10n Hirn, as St. Paul

did. Once taugbht 10 lve the hUfe oU faîtb in Jesus, and alh id-

platforms alînost every year. It bas ýwaened an amnount of
ittieet anîd geiteral aitentictiçi routgbout the land, for which
we ouAht to be thaiskful. Any itovenseont, based on sound

principles, witichî leps 10 deepen oor spiritual hUfe and in-
cre.usc ocr pcrsoinal ltiiîtess, wiii be a real blessing t0 the
Citurch of Eiand. It wiil do much to draw us together
and Iteai our ut11happy divisions. It may bring down soute
fresh out-potiriog of tbe grace oU the Spirit, and be "hUef
froin the dead "ini these later tites. But suie I amn, as I

satd iin the beginning oU this paper, we mnust begin ow, if
we woiid buili higb. I amn coitvinced that tIse first step

toîvards atiiio a hi 'ber standuard oU boliiiess is tu realize
mobre fuhiy tihe aotazittg siiîfuitscss oU si. -Red. J. C. eyle.

ANA E VENING IYMN.

At even, ere tise suni <s as set,
'file sick, O Lordl, around thce lay;

O ion vîat divers pains tbcy met!
O with wlîaî juy tbey went away!

Once more 'tis eventide, and
1 we

OIîpress,'d mitb various ilms, draw near:
WVhat if tby form we cannot sec?

NXVe kîtow and feet that thoo art here.

O Saviour Christ, our woes dispel;
For sonie are sick, and smre aie sad,

And some bave neyer loved thîee weli,
And some bayve hast the love tbey bad;

Anri sorne have found the world ii vain,
X'et frorn the world tbey breýak not rce;

And soirie bave friends wbho give tbein pain,
Yet bave tot souigbt a fîiend in tbee.

And none, O Lord, have perfect rest,
For none aie mwholly free frorn in;

Andt hey, who fain would serv tbee best,
Are conscious iîtosi of wrong witbin.

O Saviour Christ, thou 100 art mati;
Thou hast Iseen troîthîcd, teîsîp:ed, tried,

Tlsy kiod but searcing giance can scan
The very wounds that share wouid bide.

Thy tcuch bas still its ancient power;
No <ord from îhee cao ruiiess fail;

Hlear 10 Ibis solemn cveniog boor,
And 10 thy nîercy heal us aIl.

INDOLENrCE CRA VJNG A UTIIORIT'Y.

"It is ver>' pleasant to scme mincis 10 be told exact]y
what to do-to have evcr), question resclved, so that there
rnav L;e no trouble i0ncecidiog; and lieu aps the power
wlutchi Pîpery gels over oiie mincIs is as much to be attri-
butcd ta titat natut ah indolence or tiriiidity which sbrinks
roits decitsng--or, rathet, s glad t0 lýe spared the exercime

oU conscience in cciuliîngý-cei tain questiuns as hefore Cod,
as to tite spiritual domnini michi is ciainsed bhy the priest.
'l'ise prie- t pieads tbe aîithîoriîy oU tIse cbuî'cb, and the peuple
ove to bave it m, iecausc i y the autboîity of the cburch

ibey are s1sar<ed excicise oU conscience in juclging ofU what is
right andI wbat is w-rong, atid so îbcy corme 10 look upon
thcictschves as usot respoissile for the truth of what they lie-
lieve. Suchi texîs as 'Searcb lte Sciiptures,' 'Take beecl
wviat ye bear,' ' flow read ye?' ' Pome ahI îbings, bold fast

that \&lich is gooc,' aie aliogeiber set asîrle; anîl wben to
thi'- is added the dogma oU infahibility, tbe conscience is lefi
perfectly easy.

But <e, as Protestants, muist rernember that if we dlaim
and nisintain the iight oU private judgmt nt, we OtUsi accelît

the resýponuiiliity contiectedh '\ ith it. Iuideed, the habit oU
haviog -tlîiogs deciuied for us is neither edif)ying nor safe. Its

tenheîscy is, nist, to make an alits of flesb, and then 10 lean

tîpon it ; sviereas our oîîly fouidation mutst be God-our
oflly guide, tIse Lord, in [lis XVorch hy IlIs Holy Spirit; and

1 eop'e shouli be striviog bo lime in intercoturse and com-
iiitittioo siih the Lord ; for Ibis, if you are so striving, wili

keep in diligenît exercisýe the habi of studying the Word of
CocI 10 know what the <ihI of the Lord is. This wiIl stimu-

late 10 prayer for thse îeachiîîg of the i-holy Spirit on the
Word, as weil as for communications oU ligbt and knomledge
fromn a urone oU grace. This will help 10o mahusiin tbe habit
oU sîeahy obedicuice 10 lIte Woid oU Coul, fuir 'If any man
will doi tise s ihl of Coul, he shaîl know oU tIse doctrine
<shethser il lie oU Cod.' Thiss «ii also oaintain communion
wviîii od, for ' lie huit saitb lie abileib in h'n', oupbt him-

self also so 11) waik, even as lie uaiked.' This wii secure
holinu ss, fuir 'If we walk in tise Spirit, we shahl not fuifil the
usts of ibe les.' And, tbuuugh last not least, ibis mwill main-

tain peace; for If we wai in tIse igbb, as He is in the
liigbt, <se have fellowshsip one witlt anoîher, andi the blond
of Jesus Chris;t h-is Son cleanseth us from ahl sin.' '"-Lec-
ltre--oit the Thir/ly-second Psa/mi, by the kev. 7 . .eeve,
M A.______ _

If there he wiihin us any sparks of divine love, tbe best

svay not oily 10 preserve them, buti 10 excite thens, 10 blow

. 0FBDS. 0'THE

A soF'r answer îurncth away wrath, but grievous words
stir up anger. "--Prov. xv. I.

Ibere is greai danger, ai the present day, of compronis.
ingr îruuî for the sake of uoion. This should be carefuhly
guarded against. There cati be no true union attained at
the expense oU irutb. The true Chîistian's motto sbould
ever be-Maintain trutît at ailcdîsî; if union cati he pro-
motcd in ibis way, o0 much tise better, buit niaintain the
îruîb. -lason.

Ai wlo make any preteosion to tbe office oU shiepherds
visit ibeir flocks; yeî thei-e is a '<ide ciffetence in tbe kind
of visits whicb shepherds give. One ducs it fornsalhy, to
discharge bis duty and ho quiet conscience; anoîhier make~s
it bis delight. And of those wbo make it tbtir deight, one
goes forth on the regular plan oU addi-cssing ail in soîuewhat
of the saine style; wshihe anoîher speaks reehy, accouding as
tbc wounds oihbis stecp conte to view. On ail eccasions,
this difficuht and îrying work musti he gone abotît with a
ful heart, if it 15 10 be gone about successfuhly ai ail. Titere
is huitle in iî 10 excite, for there is nul the presence of numl;ci's,
and the few you sec ai a tinie arc in their caliesi, every-day
nood. Hence ibere is necd oUfleing fuloU grace, and netd

oU feeling as ihougb Cod did visit every hearer by your
means. Our objeci is not 10 get duty donc, but to get souis
saved.

UNSEARcHABLE GOD.-Tbough tbc suni is the source
and founitain oU ight, t here is litile good in gazing at the
suni except 10 gel blinded. No one ever saw te betier for
hooking the suni directly in the face. It is a chihd's trick;
grown up people know better. W'e use the igl'tî 'hich tbe
suni gives, t siec by, and 10 search int ail tiings-îhe ex-
cepted suni. Him <ve cannot explore beyond wbat He re-
veais of Himself in tbe ight and beat wisicb he sbeds upon
us, and in the cohors by wbicb he is refieccîd from the earîb.
There is no scarcbing oU the suni, our eyes are 100 wcak.
How mucb icss cao we searcb the sun's Creator, belote
wbom tbe iunyriads of suns are but so many ciotid-i-odiesh
H-is revcîaîion of h-himsehf, in His works anîd in His <ord,

in His Son and in our souis, is more tisan cnough for us.
Persorts wiso dat-e 10 go, as îhcy say, in a ditecter may 10
Himsehf, are ike children Iooking aI the soni, <ho, instead
of geîîitsg more light and better eyes, getlelss ligbt anîd an
iufatuated eye.

CONSTANT MERCY.-AII the year round, every bour of
every day, God is ricbiy b]essing us; botb wben <me sheep
an~d wben we wake, His mercy wails upon us. The suni niay
leave off sbining, but our Gud m il] neyer cease to cheer HBis
children wiih Bis love. Like a river liis ioving-kindness is
always flowing, wiib a fuiness inexhaustihîle as Bis ommo
nature, which is ils source. Like the aimosphere whicb ai-
ways surrounds the earth, and is always reachy ho support the
liUe oU man, the benevolence of Cod surcsunds ai is cir-a
turcs in it, as in iheir element, thscy ive, and move, and have
their being. X'et as tbe suis on sumrnier days auspears t0
giadden us with beans tmsore msarm and hrigbîtishan at other
tussies, Pnd as rivets are ai limes swohhen iîhs lte tain, and
as, the airnosphere iîself on occasions is fratîglît wiîb osore
resb, more bracing, or more isalrny influences than bereto-

forte, s0 is it miîh the mercy uoul :d it bath isdays oU over-
flow. when tbc Lord nsagnified His grace and lifteîh bigh
His love before the sons of meus.

"A LITTLE of God <soulcl make my soul bankftull. 0Othat
I had but Christ's ofi.fahings; that hice<souhl lci buot ihe
mseanesî of bis love-rays and hove-beauns faîl froun Hirn, 50
as I migbi galber antI carry them with me! 1 wiuid flot be
bard 10 pica-se wiîh Christ, and veiled visions of Christ ;
neither would I be dainîy in seeing and enjoyisg lm : tbe
parings atid crunibs oU giory tbat fai utder bis table in.
beaven, a showcr, ike a tIm May-mist, of bis love, w-ouhd
nake une green, anul sappsy, and jîîyful, tlilt the summner sun

of an eternal glory break up. O Usai 1 bail anyîhing of
Christ ! O that 1 bart a sip, or baif a c(top, oui oU the hoilow
of Christ's hanci, oU the swecîness and excehhuncy oU thiat
lovehy One ! O that my Lord Jesus wouîlul puy me. and
give me but the meanest altsss of feut and believed salvationi
0 how little wcre il for that itîfinite Sert, ihat infinite Foun-
tain oU love and joy, 10 fili as usany tisousand, tbousand litIle
vesseis hlike me, as there are tminutes oU bouts since tbe
creation oU God! "-m'îd/ei-rir.

PIZILIP SAITHZ UNV7'O NA7T11A NA EL,"C OME
AND SER."s

Wiscr coutisel than ibis iî would be impossible t0 con-
ceive ! If Phihip bad reproved Natbanael's unhelief, hc
miight have driven hlm back for many a day, ancl given
offence. If he bad reasoncd wiih birn, be nighî bave faihed
to convince hlm, or mighi have confirnieul hlm in bis cloubts.
Bub by inviîing bim 10 prove the malter Uit hittself, he
showed bis entire confidence ini tbe ruth or bis o<sn asser-
tion, and his willingness to bave it îcsîcei anci provcU. Atid
the resuit shows the wisdom Of Plthii's words. Naîbanaeh
owed bis eurly acquaintance wibh Christ to tbai frank invita-
tion, "1Come and se. "

If we cail ourseives truc Christians, let us neyer be afraid
t0 deal with people about their souls as Philip dealt with
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