TS STEAM ENGINE.

‘shacurity to canseruenee and tenown— from thin-

ly ishabited placex, to cities densely crowded
with a busy und indefatigable population ! Look
aguin ot the phenomena presonted on the bosom
of rivers and the surfaco of tho ocean! Vesscls
‘propalled in every direction, in opposition to wind
and tide, across even tho broad Atlantic, and
through the most perilous storms, with a speed
and regularity almost mirnculous !

The following curious description of the Phiea-
‘cinn ships of old, recently detected in Homer by
an ingenious mechanic, has been well observed
by Dr. Birkbock to be no inaccurate description
of stemin navigation.

« £o shalt thou instant ronch tho rouln nsugned,

In wond‘rous shipe, sclf-movid, instinet with mind.

» » L] » * * #

Though clouds and darkness voil the encumbec’d sky,

Foarless, through darkness and through clouds they fly ;

Though tempests rago—the* rolls the swelling maa,

,"I‘hg sous may roll, the tempests swoll in vain.

Efon the stesn god* thut o*cr the wuves prosidos,

Bafe na they pass, and safo repass the tudes,

With fury burns ; whilst eareless they convey

Promiscuous overy gurat to every bay.”® Pors.

1t would almost appear, from the above pas-
sage, which for ages was considercd merely a bold
flight of the imagination, that the ancients were
not unacquainted with some wmethod beyond the
ordinary one of sailing-ships, of propelling ves-
sels throngh water, with great safety und celerity.
At all events, the idea of the poet is no longer a
fiction, but has, on our own days, become a posi-
tive reality.

STEAM NAVIGATION.

The application of the power of steam to the
art of navigation, first on rivers, and then on seas,
is one of the most magnificent of human triumyphs,
Itis to an American of the name of Fulton, that
we ure indebted for the first successful project of
this nature ; but certainly not to the Americans
generally 3 for while he was proceeding with his
cxperiments, it was ridiculed under the name of
the * Fulton Folly,”* and he had the mortification
of experiencing every discovragement, instead of
support, from his owa countrywmen. But by indo-
mitable courage and fortitude, as well as confi-
dence of uhimately attaining the consummation
of his wishes, and by uncouquerabie persever-
ance, he finally overcame all the prejudices by
which he was surrounded and retarded in his ca-
recr, but, alus ! bimself doomed to o fate that
but too frequently awaits the sons of genius aud
the benefactors of mankind. Bu. let him tell his

* Neptune,
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awn story, it cannot be read without feclings of
deep interest, and is tuken from on American
quarterly work published some years since.

THR FIRST STEAM BOAT.

¢ When,* said Fulton himself ta a friend, in
an animated and affecting manner, ** ¥ was build-
ing my first steam boat at New York, the pro-
ject was viewed by the public with either indif
ferenca, or with contempt, as a visivaary scheme.
My fiiends, indeed, were civil, but they were
shy. ‘They listened with patience to my expla-
nations, bnt with a settled eist of incredulity on
their countenances. I felt the full force of the la-
mentation of the poet,—

* “Pruth would you teach to savo a sinking land,

All fear, nono aid you, and fow understand. ¢
As 1 had occasion to pass daily to and fiom the
building yad, while my boat was in progress, 1
have oficn loitered unknown near the idle groups
of strangers, gathering in little circles, and heard
var.ous cnquirics a3 to the object of this new ve-
hicle. The language was uniformly that of scorn,
or sneer, ur tidicule. The loud laugh often rose
at my expeunse ; the dryjest ; the wise calcula-
tion of losses and expenditures ; the dull but end-
less repetition of the Fu'ton Fully. Never did a
single encouraging remark, a bright hope, & warm
wish, cross my path.  Silence itself was but po-~
liteness, veiling its doubts, or hiding its reproach-
es. At length the day arrived when the experi-
ment was to be put in operation. To me it was
a most trying and interesting occasion. I invited
many fiiends to go on board to witness the fivat
successful tiip.  Many of them did me the favour
to attend, as a matter of personal respect ; but it
was manifest, that they did it with reluctance,
fearing 10 Dbe the partners of wy mortification,
and not of my triumph.

I was well aware, that in my casc there were
many reasons to doubt of my own success. The
machinery was new and ill-made ; many parts
of it were constructed by n.echanics unaccustom-
ed to sueh work; and unexpected difficulties
might reasonably be presumed to present them-
sclves from other causes. The moment arrived,
in which the word was to be given for the vessel
to move. My {riends were in groups on the deck.
‘There was anxiety mised witt fear among them.
They were silent, and sud, and weary. I rezd
in their Jooks nothing but disaster, and ulmost re-
pented of my efforts. The signal was given, and
the boat moved on a short distance, and then
stopped and became immoveable. To the silence
of the preceding moment now succeeded mur-



