
mnade mnîc ioblci', better, hiappier? 1 fciù' there is buit oue answ'cr to
these questioàs. Tlue condition of' France at, Luis mîomîent, Cruslied,
torii anîd blecdiîîg, not so) inuch froîîî the blows of external cuemi *es, as
t'romn the weakzness that llows froîn a decliiic of publie virhîte, afflords at
l'earful comncît on the resuits of a inlaterial civilization. divor-ccd from
iiiorality. Nobici' p.itriotismn, purci' sel f-sacriflice for the public weaI,
lîcaiLlîjer moils and bodies wC' modemts fatil to sIîoiv îw'hcu coiîfrontcd
w'ith the aucieuts. Mî's. Brownîing's verdict is truc

"For ive thirow ont acclamations of self-thanking, self-adnîiiirinig,
Wilat evei'y mile run l'aster, Ohi 1 this woiiûroiis, %voidrons age-

Little tlîinking if we wiork 'iur smils as nobly as oui' iron,
oJr it' angels %wilI commend nts at the goal of pilgrimiage.

If i'e ti'od the dceps of occati, if we strîîek the stars iii rising,
If Nve wvrapped the globe intenscly with one hot cectrie breath,
'T%çere but power within ur tetiier, nu nuw spirits piwer cotiiprieiii,
And iu life ire ivere flot gx'cater mnen, nor bolier min iii deatli."

The gî'cat lessori, tiien, tlîat wc s!îould gathecr fromn ail this is one of
liiîiiility. It shorild înodif'y oui' seif-applause to undcî'stand that, i is
qitiite wvitliiîi the bounds of possibility tliat oui f'ioefathi's wcvre as
grea., as wvisc, v'irtutous aud lîappv as oursâlvcs. In tis scif-conscious
age w e arc disposedl to stand on the graves of' tlic last. and cry Ilbc-
liold hiow gî'cat wearc cuniparcd w~ithi thosc, uncii'cuiiscd Assyrians,
Greekcs anid Roinans, wh'Io ail w'alkzed in darknuess. Wù have no idol-
atî'ies. Ours arc the scing eyes and flic pure liands. We may look
mit of' hicavcn's indffows anîd wavc oi' v'ietoî'ios baînucrs. Ilowv
Jîrospeî'ous and alI-Poweyfl Ni re Vî''. 'i3t Ille wva-iiig voice or thec
past, il; heard saying - boast jiot, 0 pool- iiort'dî! thle nations -%vhose
tlust is 'ivhirlcd about by tlic descrt. %ind-wliose skcelcton î'ernains airc
flic study of' the antiquary-wliose glory and splendour hav'c vanislîed
w'ithout other trace than sueli as ftic foot of thc Inilian iînprcsses on
thc îvithcrcd lcav'cs of' thc foî'cst-whosc gi'eatniess is stili a source of
inspfiration, likze that of heî'oie Gr'eece, even in tliii immorta inmemories
-these ail werc migéhlty wvorkers, tradce's, eolonisei's, conquerors ;
î'caredl tlhoir majestic cities, liad their ricli cornficlds, their roads,
canaIs, bridges ; tieli' marts swarmcd with, ineî'cants, anti tlîcir sca-
ports with. sailors and pilots, as London docs to-day. They have all
perishied 1 lhe a snow-f'ali on thic r'iver,'-van'uishcd( likc a chiili's,
morning drcamn. Be humble, thcrefoî'c, whvlci you stand by thc grve,
of' thc bnricd past, and think of your ow'n possible future. Let us try
to g-ather somne wisdomn froîn these wcighity techings of thîepast. In
our inmag'incd supcriority ho that past we point to 0111 wondcrful mnast-
eî'y over the powers oU naturVe, nUd, no doUbt thliS is Vel:y ý'VoUdrfU1 ;.
but stili hoîv inudl reinains to be donc wlien stili the eoasts of E ngland.
and Amierica are annually strcwn with the corpses of drowned mariners
an w'kd ships ; whcn ncw au Ihor'rible dîscases still swcep off'
yonng- and old and niedicat science is powerlcss to avert and ca;
iwlîen thc deadly fire-danîp every year scorches to death. hutndrcds of'
îîoor miners. Wc have not, yet iiasteredl the sniall-pox; and tlic griîn
eliolera, the filthi-anr.d-fartnir±c-bred typhus, the fiatal constumptioîî arc


