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one, if any, of the essential facts and the outstanding doctrines
of Chiristiaility, w'hichi lie does Iîot toucli upon, au(i toucli upon
iii suchi a wvay as to carry the convictioni of biis own believing
acceptance. lus faithi miay be soniewviîat diffcrently expressed;
you do not expect a poet to put Ibis creed in. doginatic: tlieolo-
aical form. I-lis hiope niay be larger than that of any church,

or î>erbiaps thian tliat of ail the chutrcbces, biis interpretation of
ceVii and atoncmnit soxncwliat different and biis belief in Divine
forgiveness sonmcwlat l)roader ; but there is a deep, beautiful
rcligîous atinospbcerc breathing througluout ail bis poetry
indccd, you can scarcely get awvay froni religion in aniyting
lie wrote. Religion, in ail its formis, in its darkest bigotry,
and in its miost priestiy superstition, and in its niost rationai-
îstic license, bias becn treated by luirn. Judaismi, M'\obamnie-
danisin, Pagansuxi, Christianity in ail tbieir dcvelopinents, skep-

ticisin ifl2 ail its phases, coarse and rcfinied, xnaterialisin, spirit-
ualisni, bunîanitarianisin, sçientific evolutioni, have al been
tak-cn up and trcated. so inucli so, thiat on1e igbyt construct a
fairlv inclusive Iiistory of religious developineiit and manifesta-
tion froin biis works. I onlv wishi iii this paper to cmphiasize
wlbat runls tbirougbi and is really the deepest ground-work of ail
lie writes. Optiimisin is the key-note, as 1 hiave said, and yet
an optiniisin whichi I feel sure the cliurcbi would lie slowv to
condein. It miav conflict-it does' coiiflict-%writli certain
clierisbied doctrines and traditions of the Christian churchi

but, on 'tbie otlier biand, it is in biarniony withl and 1 )owerfully
supports illany otliers ]3rowvning teaclies, and biave we no
reason to wvelcoiiie sncb tcaching fromi such a source, that
there is a God, tliat H-e is immanent iii nature and in ii hunan

n1ature, tliat tbiere is a Providence, tliat everywbicre are traces
of the wvisdoni and w'atchifuiicss-of the righitcousiiess and
the love of God, tliat thecre is ani iinîmiortality, a life bey-ond this
life. aind wb.licbi exp1ains tbis life, thiat there is Eternal Rigblt-
cousness and, Inifiiite Love, and thiat the wvbole universe is in
the band of Infinite Love. Sp)cakin«g enerally, that is B3rown-
ing's crecd. Ic ixnav seemi to leave out of his creed a persoual


