THE MARTURION:

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS, [wcro looked upon by the Jews dg b('gg;,rs

Tho Parable of the rich man and Liaza-land outeasts, scarcely worthy of biing fed
rus, is a passage on which tho sellstyled by the crumbs fulling from their tables,
orthodosy chicfly rely to sustain their doc., much less as being heisg to thg Abmbapio
trino of rewardsand punishments at death. covenant, But hér?sj}*ﬁh\:}srublo our
And as we have in a former number inti-, Suviour s about to show therdMhiat the
mated our intention of giving u eritical ex- [ time for their debasement wab just at
amination of this text, we will now proceed ' hund, that all the curses contaiggd in the
to shiow that this parable, like all others in inw  of Mosus wrere going to bo inflicted
the group, has refercuce to the Jewish na-fupen them on uccount of their adulterous
tion who were nbout to be cut off for their] conncction with the world, and their ro-
disobedicnce and rejection of the Messish, * jectiun of the Messiahy or in other words,
and to unother class, called Gentiles, o* out i that they were about to suffer a political
to bo engrafted into the stock of Abrahum | und ceclosiastical death, and that the Lord
and becolwe licirs of the promises, cove | was abuut to tuke to himscll another bride
nants und blessings of Abraham. to fill sheir place; that during the time of

T'o begin ut the beginning, then, it will’ their death amd burial, Jehovah would cle
be necessary to tuke into nccount the per-! vate the despised Gentile beggars to the
gons to whom our Lord addressed his dis-t boxom of Abraliia, op cngrals them into
coursc, and the circumstance that called the Abrahawic stock und thus becowo par-
forth the parable.  Qur Savior had just ticipmus of the blessings of Abraham,
been relating the parable of the unjust; Here, then, we have in this pairablou strik-

steward, snd had applicd it to the Poar..
sces by charging upen them the sume prac-
tices ns that of the unjust steward, saying,

“Ye make to yourselves friends of the!

munnon of unrighteousness in order thut
when ye tail ye mny sccure to yourselves a
habitation for lite.”  The Poarisces, who
were covetous, fult the force of the shnile,
and like their antitypes of the present gen-
cration when hard pressed with stubborn
fucts, turncd it off with derision. How-
ever, our Locd docs net louve them, but
continued his discourse by firt informing
them that the law under which they held
their tenure, expired with the preacning of
John, und sinco thut time the Kingdom of
God was preached, they imagining that they
only were the heirs of that Kiugdom, were
makingusush towardsit. Inorder to unde
ceive them in this respeet, he refers thew
to the law respecting marriage.  TheJew-
ish nation were reprezouted by the Pro-
phets us the married wite, aod s the wife
had broken the marringe covenant, she had
forfeited all right or title to her privileges.
She was ubout to be put uway for her un.
fuithi'ulness, but ere another bride could
be taken, a symbolical death of the mar-
ricd wife must first take pluce, else it
would be a case of udultery.  Then conies
the paruble: “ A certuin rvich mun clothed
in purple und fine linen, who fured sumpt-
uously overy day,” is made to represcut
the Jewish hierarchy. [Sec Exodus 28.
where a deseription of the garments of the
;pricsthood is given in detnil, answering to
the hubiliments of the rich wan in the pa-
ruble ;-then as a counterpirt of the poor
beggur, see the case of the Syro Phoeni-
clun womnan ab recorded .in Matthew 15:
2427 ; Murk 71 26-28.]

It 'is & srell Known fact that all Gentiles

ing and faitndul representation of the con-
dition of the Jew and QGentile, and the
selagze that was nbout to take place in
their relative positions,  The Jows prided
themselves in being the heies of a king-
dow that should supercedo all other king-
doms and stwnd forever.  They supposed
that they were destined to be tho telers of

" ull tho Gentils nations, whaso governments

they would one day * dash in picoes like n
potter's yesseh,” und rulo the people with
a rad of iron, when tho promised deliverer

' subdue their cnemies, as the prophets had
clearly proslicted, but they erred in over-
looking e preliminary humiliation, suf-
ferings, death sud resurrection of the
prgwised Messiah, the destruction of their
city and temple, theirown “ dispersion into
all countries, and the afflictions torments

Mozes and the Prophets bad so clearly
foretoid, und which have so faithfully and
literally been fultilled in the history ot
that nation, Lt the reader just now turn
to Dcuteronomy 23th chapter, aod read
from wverse 15 to the end, and Levit. 26
14—10, sud after comparing these threaten.
ings of Jehovah in case of their disobe-
dience, with the situation of the Rich
Mun in Wades, and uny man who can fuil
to discover their identity, must be blind
indeed.

But thequestion may bo asked,  will the
great gult tnat has been fixed remain for-
ever, and the torments of tho Rich Man
uever eome to an end"'? - We answor, no.
That blinducss und unbelief ou the part of
the Jew which counstitate the gulf is only
to.continue ** until the fuluess of the Gen-
tilea be- cawe. ju/”  Then “ the Deliverer
will cowe out.of Zion and tura away un-

-

#

shuuld come us u trinmphant conqueror to|.

sud plucues of long continuance,” whicly’

godlincss from Jacob, for this is my cove-
nant with them whea I shall take away
theirisins,” Rom. 11;26, 27.  Although
thétorments and plagues of th's aymbel-
ical Rich Man have heen “ sorcand of loog
continuance,” yet Jchovah has declared by
tho wouths of all his holy Prophets that
tio will not cast them off forever or break
his covenant with them, but that he will
remember tho covenant of theie Ancestors,
Levi, 26, 44. Ilo has announced by the
Prophets his intcution of ** gathering them
out of all tho countrics whither they have
been dispersed, of taking them out of
their graves and placing them in theirown
land, the land whorein their futhers havo
dwelt.” See Exck. 36 and 37th Chapters.
There is u time eosuing, yea, closo at hand
w Ly Jehoval’s indignation shall evuse aud
his unger iu tho destruction of their op-
pressors.

Huar what the Lord hath sai concera- ©
ing this mutter by the wouth of his Holy
Prophets, [saiah, 61 17— Aw.akenwako
0, Juruaslem which hath drunk the deegs
of the cup of trembling und wrung them
out * ¥ ¥ % thy sons huve fuinted, thoy
liv ut tho head of' overysirect like u wild
bull inu net * * % desolation, destruotion
and famino and tho swurd, they are full of
the fury of' the Lord, tho rebuke of thy
God.” But in asswerto that importaut
question of the termination of their suf
forings in "1ln@es; whioro they huve boen
buricd for the past 1800 years, bear whit
the Lord has said by thissame Prophet,
verse 21:  Listen ye encusies of Jehovah's
chosen peoply nud treinble, * Therelore hear
now this, thou afilicted und drunken but not
with wine. Thus auith #hy Lerp the Lonp
uy Gob,"” (how cmphuticl who will des*
pute what Ile i3 ubout to utter). * He
that pleadett tho cause of his people. Be-
bold 1 huve taken out of thine haud the
cupof trewblivg, even the cupof my tury.
Thou shult no more drink it again, bus ¥
will put it jute the hund of them that xiilios
thes, who huve said to thy soul, bow dvwn
that we way go over.  Aud thou Lust faid
thy body as the ground and as the strect
t thew that weat over.”

The sced of Jucob have long been ¢ af-
flicted, turmented and tossed” for their
disobedicnes und uubelief; they huve been
scittered und peeled, a3 Moses und tho
prophets have suid, but the tune of their
sfiliction- is peurly run out; the cup of'the
Lord’s fury is. sbout ‘to be-tuken out.of
their bands und put into the hand uf'their
oppressors.  And ‘though they may refuso
to fecoive-the eap,yes the decrvo. hus gono
tosth . frous.the wauth of the Lord, saying,
“If they. refuse to take theoupat thy band
to dripk, then shalt thou say unto them

Thus sith the Lord of ‘nosts, yo bhal

.



