
THE~ UNION AS IT APPECTS LOIVER CANADA.

THE UNION.

Ton re-union of the Provinces of Tjpper and
Lowcr Canada is now, and rnu8it continue to bc
for somoe time te corne, the engrosngr topie of
discussion in Canada. For although the main
p.inciple8 of Govcrnument arc fixed by that
great mensure, it is yet simnple aud compreheni-
sive; and it leaves siich extensive poivers for
good or evil in the hands of the people, that
before those powers corne into fui exercise it
is essential. that ait should understaîîd the
breadth of the limîts cectcd by the newv Con-
btitution, and the extent of the prîvîlegcs to bc
enjoyed under it. WVlen these are once ftilly
understood, wve shalh be most happy to refer to
the Constitution as a political texi. book, enti-
tled to reverence and resject from ail politicai
parties, and te quote its provis%,ns as uaques-
tionable authority against innovation.

]But we repeat that, in the first place, it is
necessary for the Charter itself to bc fully
understood and appreciated; and, for the accom -
plishment of this end, the character of this
publication demands that ive should join wvith
other portions o? the public press in the discus-
,sien of political principles connected with the
question of Union. WVe accordingly now put
forth two articles, one containing a prchiminary
seriez of remarks upon the Act of Union as it
affects the Lowver Province, and the other

containing observations on the saine Act as the
interests of Upper Canadiaîis are concerned.

Our appearance as supporters of he Govern-
ment, so far as a publication lîke the prcsent is
capable of giviîîg such support, eriginatcd ina s
declaration on oîîr part, that we approved of
the policy of Governrnent se Far as ire under-
stood it. And having rcccived or expected no
faveur beyorîd the expressýion of satisfaction
at the commencement of a publication iii such
confidence and with such a feeling, wve should
regret, on the one hand, te have it understood
that we 1îretend to divine the particular vicws
of the Gioveriinient, or that we %wi:hhold our
own sentiments frein a. fear lest they may not
meet with Excutive approval. Neither are
we prcparcd te debar ourselves of the opportu-
nity of defeiiding our own doctrines, should
they net bc found to accord %vith Government
policy. iVe thercforc, re-swae, that the opin-
ions to wliich ive give pîiblicity are our own,
for %which wc alone are accouintable; and wve
disclaimn al[ fear e? the displeasure of Govern-
mciii, es wveil as ail hope of its favour, further
than the approval ut must neccssarily bestow
on a publication îîndertakien in a spirit o? frieiîd-
Iiness, and with a feeling o? great confidence ini
the judgineiît and sincerîty of the distinguished
individual who is now the representative of'
our Sovereign ini Briush America.

THIE UNION AS IT AFFECTS LOWER CANADA.

Wz remeot lie required to effer our readers
aiiy apology for occupying, as wve purpoEe to
do, a considerable portion of our first nurnber,
with the discussion of the subjeet wve have
selected for this article. A firee constitution,
and in many respects a neiw one, bas been given
te a Province, in which the experiment of rep-
resentative government lias but lately failed;
and, ta avoid a. second failure, it lias been

judged necessary nlot nierely to minie the new
charter in somne importat particulars different
fron the old, but even to unite the Province
which receives it, extensive as its territory is
already, with another hardly less extensive.-
At such a time, no subject an well possesz
greater interest for those whoso fortunes are
involved in the future prosperity or reverses of
re-united Canada, than the inquiry as ta the


