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Juridliction v nececardy fnvoked to presont an un.
doabted duja-tice T think the learued Judge acted
with extreme feuleney, and poswibly took a nubler
view of the bankrupt*s misconduet than | should hase
Aune, judgmg whelly fromthe papers betore me,  fae.
Tiey 100th Tus supertor oppertury s af f rmmg 1 ¢ -
reet opinion, passcd @ maek more s pere setened, !
Shonld cerlaun g not fosee 990 sdecod gath 3t on the t
golvent’s «pplte thinn 1 think the inwhent's neg oot
to keep prope r buuk4 of aecount a e st sorions beoad
of duty, causing great posante ugary to s creditors
and tendiug to ratse strang distrast of his i grity
The evidenee of lus being an lliterate an su gt
the only plausible excuse, god weiglud, 1 presume
with the learued judge It moght perhape, bo waie
that it was n et very prodent for lus ceditors to triss
a man su unht fur the comneting ot tustus < or te
Keeping of hisacconnta, with <uch Inrge quantitins of
goods on credit 1 do not QT r feom the ham
Judge < viuw as to the flleged prowe eace Aeto tin
neglect to heeppr per books I thmk it wonld be wel
always to punlah such alucacli of duty 148 < vers ane
exempiary manter,  We have in tns conntey, i ow
legislation and practice done everstinn s to favm
debtors, and render the escape troan Nia? Lty o« eas
as powable to them, Tt wali be wed, st events, tha
the very easy regnficinents ot the Insolvent Act o
debtors asking for their duw hiarge, she nd be perenyy
torily indsted on, andeproper punishiment awarded to
any breach of the trader’s dutics in conducting hi
busdnese 1 gladly avail my<elf of the power grenn
by Subsectivn § of Section §of the Act aod wiule fo
ing bound to distmiss the apy eal to du <o wathout costs
1 think the fn<elvent’s creditors had just ground for
feeling indignant at his conduct and opposing has dis
charge, and endeavounng to have zome punfshment
inflicted upon hin.**
1t will be observed here, Sir, that the County Pourt
Judge considercd thie insolvent worthy of punfshment
agd the Judge m the Court of Apjealy gaveavery
unfavorable yview of the case, shewing that thepe wer
atrong grounds of oppo<ition, and yet we have the dis.
charge confirtned  Tho Alleruey for the insolvew
offered to bet a new hat, wiule the proceedings were
going on, that the disclarze would be granted —
Whether this m ot argue a foregone conc.ison
leave your reaslers to deteimine, but it cortainty is ot
pleasant tu havo ~uch a biat <o pusitively made
Now, if ruch decisions are to be made, and such cou.
structions placed on the teim<nd the Act, it I3 to b
feared that cur jubilatione, as t e hioping of franda
lent insolvents from trading, are hikely to be prema.
ture, espectally when the alnlits of sutstantiating such
charges against inss lvents s taken int s conwaderation
This nught be ranediedan some weasure by the die
publication or regiviratu n of decharges, as the vers
fact of an nsolvent finding a dfficulty an getting s
digcharge coutinned, when conpled wath the lemency
of Judgesz, would, ;m the eyes ot mercantile men, fig
ever condemn the saud ansolvents, and in thus marter
perhaps the Act reqmres a little amendinent
Iam. Sir,
Yours re-pectfully,
ACCOUNTANT

BOR MR, D.G:E AND THE U. P. WORKING-
MEN’S SOCIETY.,

I'a concert mven Ly the Laated 1Protestant Waork.

ingmen’s Benefit Society of tlus city on the 15th

st the Manuster of Agicaatare spohe a3 fullows, on

tho subjects of co-nperative ruc oties, the labour mar.

ket, foreign matkets for Canadian productions, &c,
&c..—

“ Anunavo dave s X4 jon of the time al'myed for
the completion of our arrangetnents for the Fans o
hibivon, at wlucl, J trusg, the works of Canadian
workmen will be tulty represented and honorably e
cognized, has enatled me, Mr I'resident, to e with
yott to-mght, o1 11 ¢ 0C A1on of the first annual fos1d-
valof your Soclety I iuve now, I tlnuk, neary if not
quite Compieted, 108 T us V0 ar ut vast, the er clfo ol o |
our Engli<h epaking soctetios ta winet I could ren.
der any awitaves, by eing present ou tlus plattorm,
and I ‘beg to es ure vou rear betare sene o f then
have I apprared wirty s por sensc of gratd icatbon + r
of responmbihts thar 1T edt 1 vy T adiiess y 4
thizevening  TF1 v o thsposesd to b hypererine ¢ 1
m ght call in question y ur eveludive nght ¢t t o
styse and tit.e 03 e Worhingmen'  Ar wentu'l,
for that matter, we thinsmer, e h aee rling to e
work? (Chee-21 i3 itnot a< much work to draw a
statuto a2 ta would an iron easting . Dion‘t yooo taink
it may be quite as labornious an operat on to wmake g
speech o8 to mako a coat, the outly real merit neither
being that it is a good tit, aud weil and honestly mado
¢(Laughter t But critteism apart, ther are two or
ghreo topics especiatly copuccted with the title and ob-

leets of thiz Secloty, to whiok T will venture to refer
shorthy o taltiiment of the promise I made you, e
~peah at vour fiest meeting, if 1 should happen to be
at the time In the country, I I detain_you a little
tonger thun I+ ueusl on such oceasions—if 1 speak to
vun toute sefiously than harmonizes with the pro-
gramme of n foatioal =1 beg vou to bear with mo, as it
s the tiest time T have ever been called upon to speak
to a Soctety composed as yours iv on those subjects
which naturaidy interest s ou most intimately—auch as
the stute aud proepecta of our own lebur market, the
advantages and disadvantages of the workingman's
wation (- Canada, aud the wondeeful amcljvration
w the condition of the working classes in thozo coun-
tries with whiich we are most famflia=  (Cheera)d In
muxt be confeed, if wo contine om view to work.
ingmen engaged {n artitictal pursulta,~—guch, I mean,
a3 must ve in towna and villages,.~that our home
market tn Canad §s not large. We are, say three
miions; the other Provinees about to be united with
weare nesrly one mition; in all, not above four mil.
danna, and 8 toar milhon market, i wo were confined
to that, wounld not sustain or require a very largo pers
centoge cither of mechanical or inanufacturing labor
It we are to have a larger proportton of men and
women engaged 10 such occupations than tho home
demand requires, then we must look fur extended
markets ehowhere, by land and by ren A< 10 the
great matket of the United States, we aro partially ox
eltiden trom that by the lugh dutiey now prevailing
there aud by the interruption of our whole trade, by
the repeal of the Reciproeity Treatv, That meacure
waq, what vome of our neighbours called ** putting on
the serewe —bt. 1 hope they will operato liko docke.
card soreive ta lnunch ge in1o ather enterpriser, and

may be snld of Greening & Co, of Manchester, and
«wrveral othier old firms A dozen new partner<hipz aro
on the ovo of startung, and every day 1 hear of masters
in different trades who are converting their olid firms
into industrial partnershipe. This {8 an entirely dife
ferent measure, you must remember, from that which
hias heen golng on by the side of §t, of the conversion
of mary bankrupt and a fow solvent buslnessea into
limited liabiity companies  The latter is ninetentl,~
rotten, ae has atready a8 in the case of Oserend,
tatrney & Co ) been the eanee of widerpread micory §
the former fe. T truaet, g yot thoroughly connd. avd’y
for meuny 0 wears wateher the dawn ol a bnighter day.,
if ot rise av we hopo and pray, old England will in
halt a ceneration be a bettor placo to live In even than
the Urited Statee * (Chicers)

As to the original Cao.operative Socjetics, the
weccnuts g ven for 1865 wepe equally striking and sattse
tuetary  Thera were in Fugland five husdred and
nmetsaine arganized idus-trial and provident socipe
tiee: the avnnal returns of four hundred and soventeen
of which for Isws shinw the following nlnkln{z resuftn .

v Ihese qes esations, carrving on the trade of gro-
core and dealer in other provhfnn-. shormaking awd
drapery had at the cloce of 1866, 148585 member:
thetr share eapitit amonnted to +561 313 and their
toan capital was 112,933, They paid 93,063 88 for
goods hreht fn the vear 1865 and received for gands
sold L3373 837 Fhev state their profita reatized o the
year to be 121,225, out of which they paid dividends
on the shares, and dividends on purehares made from
the gocinties, and provided for reserve, and deprocia-
tion fund4e, At the cloge of the vear tho valuo of their
assets aud property was £1,1t5 635, the money §n hand
2135.032, the trade labilities £273480.  Ninety of the
? ju the list are in Yorkshire. and above

send usintoother waters. (Cheorsand appl whieh
Iated for somie titne. ) A0 one respect, snportant to
muiera and coopers, as well as farmors, wo have
spened 2 new market for breadstuffain tho Maritime
Provinces. which promises to be quite equal to that
closed agamst us, by the abrogation of reciprocitv
Cheers ) SHE, Mr President, it must ba admitted
rhat hath in that direetion, and =till farther off in the
West India Islanda, which import annually of tho same
commodities to 4 total amount exceeding &1o,gn 000
wo are only beginning to find out what we can do
and to try to do 8 Whoever would wish to gco ti
native population of Cannda preerved, and the fmm.
reant papulatin in due proportion retatned, must
tix his eyes more and more on this primary question
which 1 agree with my esteemed friend, Mr, Isonc
Buchanan, of [familton, {3 the great question for us, —
how are our people to bo profitably cmploved?
tCheer ) 1 am not capable of dizeussing Mr Bu-
chanan‘a currency thearies: nor do I sav anything
h re of free trade or pratection ; butthiz, I think I may
aavy —and vet steer ctear of all debateablo palitics,—
that we need and require, in these Provinces, that sys-
tem of paverniont and taxation, which will least di
minish the wages, and most Increase the numbers of
ar working popuianuon {Cheers ) Though one of
tho nunst lightly taxed countries in the world, Canada
tnot from the extremes of heat and cold, necessitat-
ing additional outlavs for fuel and clothing, to what
are neoded in more o«iunb'o and uniform climates —
anchoap a conntry to live in az we conld wish it to he
sti)l it in a ¢ untry and a climate eminently favourabl.
to the health ot the hardy, and that must be put to the
credit wide of the account  (Cheers) As to intornal
tmprovements among working men themselves, { do
not know that we have yet reached that =tage of in-
tuetrial development fn which it {& timely for us to
take nwp the practies) application of the co-operative
principle; though I believe several new co-operative
sucieties huce been lately furmed, but, at all events,
there can be no harm in my briefly adverting to the
Pa«t experience of that principle, as it has operated
or soveral vears back in Great Britain  The princi-
plestsolf 18, an you know, an adaptation to tho circume.
atances and means of workingmen of the joint.stock
Ffincu)l(‘ of the capitausts on which our Banks, and
tailway 2, and Insurance Companfes all stand: it may
be conridered also another form of the municipal prin-
ciple by which & corporation undertakes to supply
water, and gas, and pavements, and police. to the
commaunity at the cost of every member of the com-
munity. If it is the English form of the Fourlerite
wdea, as some have contended, 1 confess I greatly
profer the copy to the original, (Cheor.)  As to
the aperations of the secictics In Great Brnitain,
I shall quote a very hish authority, Mr. Hastings, the
genoral Secretary of the Si cial Sclence Congress, who
fve, in hix intraduction to the Transactions of the
Congress for 1851 .= Theve enterprises hiave, in many
** instances, proved highly successful, and have been
* §n exitence for a sutficient timo to test the sound-
** ness of their management; nor i3 there any reason
“ to doubt thefr petm4nent prosperity, if thoy continne
* to he conducted with prudence and integrity . Mr
Hacting« points out two obvious dangers in tho way of
«uch Associationa—the imprudence of the directors,
and the supineness of the shareholders: and ho sceme
to think the<e daugers cspecially to be dreaded, In
 the later develepment of the assac-ated labour prin-
¢ ciple in co-operative mills for maunufacture.” The
repoit was made over five vear ago, and it i< cheeriug
to find, that at 1! ¢ cluse of 1868, a writer of weoll-known
uame and cha acter the present London corres.
nondent of the New York Tribune, is able to give the
following flour-bing account of the Co-operative
Manufacturing Association :—

** Thie first pioncers smong theee fndustrial partnoer-
ship:” wnites Me. Hughes, ¢ have all stood the test of
thechange in lhc“arlnclplos aud svstem on which thelr
trade 12 conductrd with astonishing success.  Crossley
& Co. have combinced their whole business ef icarpot
and woollen manufactorios, colleries. &¢, into ane
immenge concern, in which every workman may be
a sharchotder, and there i no moro successful flrm at
this moment in Lugland. Briggs & Co. have gone
even further In their coliferies, and given a sharo {n pro-
fits in proportion to wages earned, even 10 thoso
workpeople who arc not sharcholders; and tho rame

one hundred in Lancashire At their head atands the
Rochidale Equitable Plonecers, an ascoclatton ostabe
Hahed more than twenty years ago, and numbering
tive theneand memberk ~ In the year 1845 it sald gro.
cericaand provirions for cash tothe amount of £193,231,
Ita aharo capital at the cnd ot the year was 169,307 ;
its loan capital £312 the value of jte asscte and pros
perty £70 775, the year's expenges, 19.722, the yoar's
profita ¢25 155 It paid 12860 for juterest on shares,
£20,23 for dividend on purchaces, £637 for educatio -
al purpoces  'wo or three other envoperativ e waclotiey
fu the north of England »old goods fn 15885 to the
amount of more than £100,090." ** (Clicerz )
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\TOTWITUSTANDING the presence of nuta few
+\ disturbing o'ementa in January last, the year
frrt cloted haebeen one of a very considerablo degreo
of prosperity  Taken aca yhole there fs mueh §n s
history ealtirg for sincere corgratulation Tho most
erjous cansc for apprehension in the ecarly part of the
spring, wag the clning of tho United States’ markets
to our prad ctz by the repeal of tho Reciprocity
Treaty, under which the commerco of the two
countries haafnercased in an unprecodented ratio It
was_feared that manv articles of which the Provinces
produced arurplus, would fall to find a market ; that,
as & consequence, their production would be unprofit-
able, and that the fncome of the coun,ry would sufler
therchy  Embarrssment in finances and restricted
trade gonorally  wore regarded as almest certain to
follow.” But whatover mav have been the motives
which dictated tho repeal of the Treaty by the United
States Government, it has signally failed in doin
terions damage to Canadian interest2.  Indeod ﬁ
injury has been tho vesult at all, the people of the
United States themselves are the sufferers,  Contrary
to general expectation, the demand throughout the
year hax been active and the prices remuncrative for
nearly overv product that the Provinces have had to
spare. Lumber, which forms so large a part of tho
cxports of tho countr{. has never ylelded =0 great a
return  Not only In tho quantite exported, but in the
pricee realized, has thia fiinportantjinterest improved ;
and it is #afo to say that a degrce of progperity has
been experienced, ‘which no twa recent yearz have
produced  The stacks whicl, are being wi tered over
are not large ; the demaund ia prospectively active ;
at a price exceedinzly satisfactory, In Grain, in
which perhape a sthil greater number ot our peop e
are _interested, there has <Iso been a degree of pro--
perity of the most gratifvIng character. The crop ra
8 whole was remarhably  good. Certam  locabities
failed to produce the avvrage wnu t ot certain dess
criptions of cersals, but §n the aggregate it {8 excend-
ingly doubtfut whether there was ever before preduced
fn the coumpr fa larger quantity, in bushels, of the
various de«criptions, - For Barlev, which ix gradusily
becoming ene of the most important staples, tho
demand was, in the main, active ; and though the
prices wero ot o high as in previous years, owing to
the fact that thie <ample was somewhat stafned, yet
tho smouunt of money realized for the wholo crop
must have been §n excessof formerseasons. o large
was the production of this article that the capacities
of the farmers to market it, were severely taxed
thronghout the antuinn ; and votwithstanding avory
satirfactory price for Wheat and other cereals, it was
impossible to get them to market before the close f
uavization There is conscrvwntlv yet in the hands
of farmers and an the storchoures of the graiu-pro-
ducing localitics & very large amount of the year’s
product of W\ heat ; anuaif prices in England continuo
satixfactory, as they promise to do, we cannot doubt
that the amount to ba realized by the country for this
crop will be very large *hould prices continue at
then- present ea10 and the various raflunva aflord the
requisite facilities for the removal of the crop to the
front, there {s scarcely a doubt that the early spring
will witness this consnmmation Tke Wool crop,
from which a very considerable sum of moncy has
annually been realized, ylelded largoly, but the prices



