
THE - DRY + GOODS -:- REVIEW.

OUR MONTREAL LETTER.T II!' 'onth's business in dry
goods ha bcen satisfactory
and wholesniers hava no rea-

son for any serious conplaints. The
mild wet weatiher durinsg the latter
part of November interfered with the
netuat constuptive movement in somie
linss, but it ws not without its bene-
fits, for it led to demand for season-
ablie goods, and developed matters as
it were for the advent of the cold
weather, whici closed November anid
opened uip the present month. Thisa
led ta a demand for winter goods of
ail kinds, and stocks ln consequsence
began ta shlow material signe of shrink-
nge. Now, however, ail of the housses
are stock-taking, and wile this I ln
operation nothing extensive lin the way
of business is to bie anticipated. Values
generally are firm ; the striking teat-
ure in tis connection being the ten.
dency of values on colored cottons, the
sharp advance of which has been firi-
ly maintained ; while the position ai
the raw naterial has lad to still fur-
ther advances, the additional rise on
the leading Unes being about equal
ta 7 1-2 per cent. The prospects seen
to be for huigier values. Althougi there
is no actual advauce to note in the
case of isnported goods, the tendency
in their case aiso la firmu, white silk
has firmly nsaintuilned the advance re-
ferred to in reports of laet month. In
the matter of paynments, remittances
wvere msoderntely good during the
closing veeks of Novemiber, but 4ince
thena some complainte have been heard,
and at the date of writing there le
roon for improvement in this connac-
tion. Tie change, no doubt, was due
to the tact that dealeras in the country
have been liquidating the more urgent
of their lnterestbearing Iebts, prepar.
atory ta the close of the year.

The demand for tweeds, overeoatings
and other iaavy lines of goods in the
matter of gentlemens furnishings ban,
benefited by the colder weather. In
overcoatings the favor le equally divid.
cd between !Mettons and freizes, with
t'he Inshion Ieaning a little more lin
the direction of the former than tise
latter, but both have furnished a sat-
isfactory volume of trade. Tweeds have
been fairly active: ln tact, the warm,
mild wenther of the early fail may
possibly have been a benelit. At any
rate heavy overcoats were not neces-
aary until late, and the presumption
ie that more suits were ordered lu con-
sequence.

Knit goosu and the leavier lines of
voollen :inderwear wer influenced by

the weather, but, although the move-
ment was restricted at one time it
pieked up again, and the movement on
the whole was about up to the aver-
age. In tact the sorting up trade in
these lines dluring the pant few ws-eeks
was considerable, and ole of the more
active spots of the dry goods market.

Drese goods, bath tweeds and sierges,
furnished business of a fair volume, al-
though the weather operated against
them ta a certain extent

Clonskings have ehown considerable
activity, and the big retail houses re-
port a very active bmuiness bath on
city and country accoutit, whici has
lncreased recently.

Fancy goods and millinery have not
furnisbed a very active business, the
wet weather being a dravbaack. The
cold, clear days of December, howvever,

operated to produce some improve.
ment.

Cotton goods have furnsisheid perhnps
the niobt notable feat.ures of the montih
owing to the inarked appreclation in
prico iwhici colored goods hnve exilb.
ited. Throttghout the mlonth the goods
tshowussed< ai upwnrd tendeney, and tise
tsiarb advanssce in rav Cotton madle it-
self fait befure the opening of the pres-
ent uonth, as the combine took fuil
advantige of the fact. Buyers at-
tenspfei tu repent orders of severai
lines given in the early fall for 'spring
delivery, but they were refused except
aît a considerable advance, and finally
the fint-footed information was given
during tie first week of this montis,
that colored Unes, such as cantons
nnd lininigs iad been advanced an ad-
dit tonal 7 1.2 per cent on the rise noted
lin October. Grey and white cottons
are very firai also at the date of writ-
ing, and the proxpects point to higher
vatiess.

Tie denand for fturs has been ouite
up to the avernige, in tact. sone of tise
manufacturing firmsu report that they
have been taxed to fill the orderi of
which they have been the recipients.
Prices generally do not vary much from
those of tst yeur, except ln saine lines
whici went with a greater demand
owing to the Yngares of fasion. The
catch of south en sca has been re-
stricted owing to the Behring sea dit-
ficulties and titis las stiffened prices
on the already very expensive article.
In tact. tie higi price has led to imi-
tatinaas being put on the market, otter
being the best adapted to the imita-
tors' requirenients in tait direction.
But seal is seal, and thera lsnuothipg
else like it. At thie sales held during
the enrly part of November in London
the advance in the price of seat was
equal ta 25 per cent. over tast year
and this ln the face of the tact that
last year's figures were exceptionally
high. Denlers innticipate that such an
appreciation as this will tend to check
the cal] for the fur, and the feeling
ls that way already. Perlsian lamb and
beaver have met a good dé.mandi, and
values on then are about the same.
Mink tippears ta be more of a favorite
this yenr, while silver fox ia too scarce
ta permit of any large volume of
trade. In the cheaper furs there is
a very good demand for Astrakhans
and Australinn fur-s. In fnct, the form-
er is quite the fashion in the lindyed
state for such articles as ladies' sac-
ques and jackets. and aiso the trim-
minge thereof..

NOTES.
B. A. Boas, A. Bons, S. Davis and A.

Hartz have applied to the Legialature
for lettera patent incorporating them
under the name of the B. A. Bons co.,
with a capital stock of $100,000 ta
carry on the wholesnle dry goods busi-
ness in iontreal.

Ntr. James H. M. Velsh, confidential
counting ouse clerk for D. Morrice &
Sons, for nearly 20 years. and widely
known in banking and insurance
circles, died recently at his residence,
SMackay street. Tie late gentleman,
wha had suffered from heurt disease
and cropsy, had only been confined ta
his house for two veeks. He leaves a
widow and two children.

Mr. E. A. Robert, manager of the
Dominion Blanket Company, was mnar-
ried recently to Ilisz Shirley Foley,
daughter of Mr. Jamcs Foley, of the
Petrolcum O1 Trust, Gaspe.

There have been rumors here during

the mnii that the rolorei eotton con.
bine. whiceh controis aii the mill in
Cssanndn, exceptinlig the Parks mill of
St. Jouha, N.il., hadl asiso securel cont
trot of the latter, thus nllking the
combine complete. One of the letdling
directotrs of the Colored Cotton Co. said
that miatters were not netually settied
lut admuitted tiait nrrangements sire
in 'progrems. Tiey have probaibly lweu
conasumnatited. aIthough nothing delin-
ite can be learned. but the viWit of
several lending memberts of the con.
bine to St. John %ery recently iq con-
sidered as signifying that tIhe msatter
has been closcd.

Tie annual meeting of the dry goods
brnisch of the Board of Trade was held
ont the 1rti. As usual the gathering
was strictly private, anitd byond giv-
Ing the list of new officers to the press,
Secretary Irwin had niothing to s.ny.
The officers are as follows:

President-It. L. Gault.
Vice-president-E. B. Greenshlields.
'Tirensurer-Wmu. Reid.
Directors-Messrs. Frank May, Geo.

Sumner, Jas. Slo.sor,A. D. Th1ibaudeanu.

METAL LOOP HOOKS AND EYES.

Francis' Patent Mietai Loop looks
and Eyea were devised to fili the long
feit want by those who make up ladies'
and children'a garments for a proper
eye to work with the ordinary dress
book; When hooks tiret came Into use
many years ugo loops of thread were

1

made to work witih them in; later on,
eyes of bent vire, such as arc now
generally sold, were made, and, ais no
better article was to be tound they
,were acreptei, nand the dresamakers
have been struggling along as beast
they might with the thread loops and
the unsightly eyes. The Francis de-
vice le an important departure from
old methods, and, although a simple
contrivance, le perfect lin result, and

has the great advantage of saving
time. When fitting a garment these
loops canin be adjusted lu a moment
with no bad effecta ta the fabric, and
this is a great advantage. They are
Invisible when the garment in hooked
and arc more sccure and sightly than
thrcad loops or eyes. These goods are
being weit received by the American
and Canadian trade.

The Governnent has been naked to
place ramie libre and the yarn or
thread aspun froms it on the frec tint.
The article is used as a substitute for
silk in the manufacture of silk anssd
woollen fabrics.
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