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LUMBERMAN.,

- The Largest Oak in Great Britain.

In spito of a rival claim put forward in
behalf of an oak in Nowland in Gloucester-
shire, I beliove that the largest oak in Brit-
ain—and our island homo can boast of nota
fow giant oaks, wuany of them fumous, too,
for thoir historical associations—stands iu
the parish of Cowthorpe, thrco miles from
Wutﬁ‘::rby, in the west riding of tho county
of York. The Cowthorpo oak, whoso ago
has been computed to ¢xceed 1,500 years,
has, as may bo supposcd from its extraord-
nary s1zo, beon uoted in numerous works de-
voted to natural hisory and forestry  I'he
circumferenco of its trunk closo to the
ground was, at tho closo of the last century,
acoordivg to KEveiyn's ¢ Sylvia,” 78 feot.
Shortly after the publication of this work,
earth Wwas placed around the base of the
trunk with a vicw to tho preservatien of the
treos, which by covering over sonio very cous
sidorablo projections, reduced the girth of
the atem at the ground line to GO foet. In
1829, tho Rev. Dr. Jessop measured tho tree
and communicated its dimensions to Strutt’s
¢ Sylvia Britapica.”” o transcribo tht
reverend doctor's details, which, he assures
us, may bo relied upon -

Circumferenco at the ground, 60 feot ; oir-
cumference at tho height of ono yard, 45
feet ; height of the tree in 1829, 45 feet:
oxtent of the principal remaining hmb, 10
feet ; greatest circumferonce of ditto, eight
fect.

Dr. “~ssop adds: “The tree 13 hollow
throv~+ 5 to tho top, aud tho groundplet
inside , .am wntof which has been much
exaggerated) wmay possibly afford standing
room for fory men.”” In Loudvu's * Arbor-
ctum” the diameter of the hollow within
the tree, closo to the ground, is given as
nine fect, teninches. ** The circlo occupied
by the Cowthorpo eak,” says Prufcssor Bura-
nct, ““where the bottom of 1ts trunk meots
tho carth, exceeds the ground-plot of that
majestic column of which an ozk is confess-
cd to have been the prototypo, namely,
Smeaton’s Eddystone Lighthouse.” In Bur.
nett’s ** Outlines of Botany "’ we also read:
¢Se capacious is tho hollow ¢l tho Ciw-
thorpo oak that upwaids of soventy persons
have been, astho vilfagersafling, atono tine
assembled in it.” In tho 12th volume of Lou-
don's Gardener’s Magazine, the Cowthorpe
oak is said to bo undoubtcdl{ tho largest
tree at prescut in Eugland, Shaw, in his
¢ Nature Displayed,” says @ ** Many sup
pose the Cowthorpe oak to be the father of
tho forest ;" and 1a Kent's ** Sylvau Sketch-
es” (1623) meution 13 wado of this cak a-
surpasaing all others,

radition asserts that :t one time the
branches of this trco overshadowed half an
acre of ground. A largo branch which fell
about the commencement of last ceutury 1s
sad to havocxtended to a wall 90 {eot from
the trunk of the oak. On tlis wall, which
atill remains, the vallagers, so the story ruug,
used to mount to pck tho acorns fram the
overhauging brauches. The leading or top
branch fell betore the date of any record
coucerning the trec. The wannerin which
it in 3aid to have fallen is, however, remark-
able.  The main trunk having become
hollow, the perpendicular shaft dropped
down iuto the trunk and could nuver be re
moved. Thero 1t remamed wedged 1w,
doubtless tending to strengthen tho hollow
cyhader and prevent comprossion from the
pressure of 1ts cnormous branches. In 1772
ono of the mde branches was thrown down
n 2 vielent gale of wind, andon betng accur
atcly wmeasured wan found to contamn ap-
wards of tive tons of wood. Tho largost of
tho hiving branchies at jresent cxtends over
40 fect north northeast from the trunk.
This giant hmb issupported by 2 substantial
prop of timber.

A centory ago Yorkshire chilidren ased to
amuse themsclves with 3 game callcd the
¢ Dusty Milier.”  The Cowthorpe oak waa
a mreting place for this diversion.  Through
the rentain tho shell of tho trunk, then only &
large euunfh to adut them, tro ps of merry
village lads aud lasses crejt into the -
tonor, and, provided with a spout, which
was balanood 1n a holv in tho wall of thar
hviug playhouse, they gathered the dry,
crumbling dust and fraginents of woold and
shot tham down the apout to their compan.
ionz outende, It has been veportod that for
somo time the cavity within the trec was
ured as stabuing for cattle, but this, wo
think, 3s fiction.  Tho openiugsan the trunk.
though cridently enlarqing constntly, are
oven now acarcely wide enough o qive coler |
to this assortion, . !

In connection with thia tree, an anccdnte |
13 related of that uetablo Yorkshireman, .
John Metealfc, the biind ha jhiway contrastor
azd aarveyor, better koown as "Blind,

Jack " of Knaresborongh. Blind Jack was
a frequent visitor to the treo, and would
measuro its girth correctly at auy height
swithin his reach, goin{; round it with hLis
long arms extended. 1o used to pont out,
tou, with accuracy, by putting up s staff,
tn thoe oxact spot from which the great
branch had fallen.  VWhenover ho came, an
uld bloodhound which was kopt near the
«ree, whoso wont was to swarl at eve
atianger, fondled hum and heked his hand.
Blind Jack now hes at «cat in Spofforth
churchyard, alinost within the sight of the
old oak.

So great was the famo of the Cowthorpe
vak that formerly small saplings raiecd from
its acorns wero suld in pots to visitors by
tho villagers for as much as a guinea oach.
As tho old cak now stands, it is a very pic
turesquo object. It is situated in the centre
of a small green paddock; hard by s the
littlo villago church, a very ancient struc
ture, aud the clear watars of the wirding
Nidd glide nusclessly past. TLe battered
trunk, annually crowaed with green fohage,
18 grand 1 ta venaable decay.  The old
treo has been torined ** tho glory of Lngland
and the prido of Yorkshire,” and its cuor
muas size, the growth of many centuries,
cntstles it tu all the famo 1t bas acyuired,

Paper from Grass.

It has becn lhiscovered that any ot th
common grasses make a superior articlo, and
a patent has been 1ssaed to tho discoverer
The following 1s the process :

* Tho mauufacture ot paper pulp and pa-
per frem paper grassis one of tho noveltics
tur which a patcat has been obtaned, Any
of the common grasses found in the tield,
lawn, or meadows, may bo used, and 1t 1
sa1d that tho green graes pulp produced fron
<hom mako a paper of great strength and
leugth of fibre, and posacsses tenacity, soft-
noss and fexibility 3 and further, that this
paper is even scfter and more travsparent
than that made of lincn. An advantage not

to bo overlooked is tho ono of cconomy |

since ono square foot gives n the whole
year, 09 to 1 Ouf a pound of green grass,
making fiom 30,492 to 66,340 pounds to an
acre.  One pound of green grass makes one
fourth to one.sixth of a

finished paper to the acre.
** Sv lung as the sap isin cuculation and

tho chlorupliyl, silica, and other ivorganic
watiers arc not dried 1o, in which ovent the
tibro 18 renously unpar-ed for the purpose ¢f
paper, ather vld or yeung grass may bo
used, bat to averd danger, it 18 best to have
tho grass cut or mowan beforo it beging ¢
bloom.

** Iho urst process of wmanufactuie 1s to

pound of fine, *
bleacl.cd, fimshed paper, or 3,711 pounds of ¢

, Cullivatsr how he raised 10" bushels of

A QGreat Invention.

A man living near Bloomfivld, N, J., has
contrived an arrangement, says the Now
York Sun, by the use of which he is enabled
to got an hour or more of oxtra aloes in the
morning, and in other ways ho finds it of
great bouefit. In many ways it takos the
place of a domestio servant. The gentle.
:nan has thought out and put into practical
working an idea that occurred to him a yeay
ago. He is awakened in tho xnomin% by a
sholl whistle, ile at onco gots out of bed
ior ho knows what that whistle means. It
«olls lim that all :8 roady for im to got
ureakfast, 1o drescea and goes into the
kitchen, and there he finds & bright, fresh
tire, & tea kottlo full of boiling water, and
other conveniences for prepaning his morn.
wgmeal. All tiisis accomplished by moans
f an alarnm-clock with weights, a pieco os
wire, a sheet of saudpaper, and. somef
matches, Paper, wood, aud coal are sut
nto the grato of his cooking-stove, and a
tea kottlo filled with water, aud haviog a
tiny whistle fitted into tho nozzle of tho
kettle, is placed on tho stove, By. sctting
tho alarm in the clock ho cau have a fire at
apy time he wishes, When the alarm in
‘tho clock goes off, a weight falls and hits
the wire ; the wire moves and scrapes the
matches fastencd to 1t on tho sandpaper ; tho
matches light the paper in the atove, the
paper fires the wood and coal, and soon a fire
is under way. In alittle while the water
in the tcakettle Loils, and then the tiny
whistlo gives the note of warning thatevery-
thiog is ready and it is time to get up.

‘‘Simplo thing, and yet what a comfort it
13, the ventor says. **There iy no get-
{ting up for me now an hour before break-
fast, losing that amount of slecp, and then
waiting around for breakfaat. 'ICxo arrange.
'nent costs next to nothing, and it is as
trustworthy as anything in this world. 1
have not had it patented yet. Some per.
sons advise me to, and perhaps I may.
haven't any for sale : get 1t up cutircly for
1y own comfort ana convenience, and 1t hay
moro than ropail mc already. But just
| think, if it wers in gencral use it would save

many hard words and do away with con-

, siderab’ - dymestic unhappiness among poor
, beople.

Doubtless it might have a tenden-
cy to makea better fecling between sume
men aud their wives, by settling the vexing
question a0 to who should get up in the
morning and build the fire. Qot of this
guestion alono many divorco suits grow, and
tbis arrangoment would provent them.”

:One Hundred Bushels of Shelled ‘Corn
to the Acre.

Mr. Nathau G. Picrco tolls tho American

) Qves cgrens to the dirt and wash water

gass the grass bLetween the rollers of the (shelled corn to tho acro, having accomplish-
press, which cruslies or looscns the fibro and j¢d that fcat for the accond time this year,
squeczes out mmoat of the sap. It 1s then | Ho uses forscod an cight-rowed corn which
treed from dirt by being thuroughly agitated § ho has improved by careful sclection, and be.
or washed Ly other means in a fargo tank o: | lioves it to bo a good varicty 1o raiscin that
water, 11 temperatare either warm or cold. | locahty, or, iu fact, anyw' -o botween Vir-
A perforated falso bottom i the tavk con- f'm" and the Canada linc, or cast of tho Al-
tams the gra:s and allows the dirt to fall in ¢ leghany Mountains, .
to the compartment below, where a pipe| Lhe ground selected for planting was a
good picce of gravelly loam. It was well
! rloug cd last spring, about tho first of May,
boiled 10 a1 open kettle, or 1h1 a steam kettle | harrowed, treated to a broadeast application
with lye, i 3 proportion of a pound of | of 200 pounds fertilizer to the acre; again
caustic toda, or two tenths of a pound of | harrowed faithfully, rendering the land fine
caustic potash, or six-touths of lime. to 100 : and mollaw ; rows marked threo feot apartt,
pounds of grass. With au open kettle the ia small amount of feriilizer scattered fo
b.uling 1s continucd from four totivo hours ; - 6ach row. May 10th, three kernela of corn
with a steam kettlotwo hours will suffice.  : planted 1u cach lul), two fect apart i the
** From tho kettlo tho matenal gocs into . fows ; cuitivated and hoed four times, al-
a filtening tneugh of magnesia for about lowing no weeds to grow; passed throngh
thirty mnutes, thonis placed a second time | the entiro piece, cutting cach hill down to
iz the zolution of sulphuric acid. Those ‘t“'° atalks ; overy aucker in cach hill
operations may ba rci)cattd more or less, til: | cut throughout the ticld.
thopulp 13 28 fino and white as required, af- ¢ During the entire  period of growtl

After suflicient washiog the crushed grarsis

ter which 1t 13 washed in clear wator.”
Another mothod is to tilter tho crushe

wulp with water glass, and bleach it with »
sulution of chloride of luno or chlonide o
sada,  Sull another s to bliach the crude
pulp 1n chlorine gas, and tinish with water
alas, after which the pulp s washaold with
clean water.

P

As we woro talking one day abont church.
s an- thar carious ceremonies, 2 little boy
remarked that ho had seon a christening, a
funeral and a wedding, but he hal ucver
scen A divorce.

M IsserRntaw can take & worthlia
shiret of paper and by writing a pocn on 1t
make 3t worth §30. Thats genws. N
\anderbilt can wnto fawer words on asunilar
a sheet and make at worth $iv,000,000,
That's capial,

+threugh tho scason tho ficld was closely
watched, every woed pulled and cvery car
of smut cut out, At tho proper tume, after
tho corn has becomo hard, it was cut, boun?
in buudles, and stooked. Whendry it was
{drawn into tho barn, where, with tho as.
sistance of a hired man, the corn was huske
cd, weighod as husked, and found to yield
100 bushels to the acre, allowing acventy-
fivo pounds of cars to cqual ono bushel of
shelled corn.
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Gorowiy Suirn, n the five years of his
Oxford University cousse, won the Hertford,
the Ircland, 2 first in *‘ Groats,” the Latin
verse, the Latn essay, the English cssay, and
to crown all, a fcllowship of the University.
He remained an Oxfonlinan for twenty years,
and in 1835 was made by Earl Derby Regius
Professor of NodemHistory, with a'salary of
£650 a yoar.

Some Strangely Fulfilléd Dreams. |

Dickens once had a dream which was fol-
filled, at least to his own satisfeation.
**Here,” Low ole on May 80, 1863, **18 u
curious caso ut,ﬁmt-hnuﬂ. On qux
night Inst weok; being at-the oftice here,*
Loudon, **I dvosmed that I saw a lady in a
red shawl with her back toward o, whom .l
sup, osed to bo K. On Ler turning roynd t
found that 1 didn’t know ter, and she sud,
‘I am Misa Napier.® All e timo | was

s | dresaing next mormng 1 thought, *\What a

]{mpouwmua thiny to bave so very distiuct a
dreamn about nothwg?! And wby Miss Na.
prer? for I never heard of. any -Miss Napier.
That same Friday night I voad, After the
reading came into my retiringiroom. ; Mary
Boyle and ) or 1 rother, and.the . in the
red s awl, whom tw y presented ay. Miss Na-
ricr“ These are all tuy circumstnces oxact:
y told.” ‘This was probakbly & cape of uncon.
scious cerobration. Dickens ipd no doubt
rcall{lsccn the lady, und- been told that she
was Miss Napier, when bis attention was oc-
cupied with other matters, There would be
nothing wiusund in his drcamiog; aboug a per-
son whem * ¢ had thusscen without noticing.
Of coursa it was an old coincidence that t' e
lady of whombe had thus dremned should be
mtrodnced to him soon after—poesibly the
very day after.  But such coincider s are
not mfrequeat.  Tosupposo that Dickens had
been specially warned in a dream about so un-
important a matter as bis introduction to
Miss 25apier would be absurd ; for, ful6lled or
unfulfilled, the dream was, as Dickens ! im.
self described it, n very distino: droam about
nothing. Far different in this respect was
the stran.e dream which Prisident Lincoln
had the night before he wus shot. 1f the
story was truly told by Mr. Stanton to Dick-
ens, the case isone of the most curiovson re-
sord. Dickens teld it thusinaletter to John
Foster :  ““On the afternoon of the day on
which 1he President was shot therc was o
Cabinet council, at whicn he presided.  Mr.
Stanton, bewng at tro time Commander-in-
Chief «f the Northern troops tl-at wero con-
centrated about here, arrived rather late. In-
deed, they were waiting for bim, andon his
entcung the room the President Byoke off in
something ho wassaying, and remarked, et
us proceed to business, gentlcmen.’ Mr.
Stanton then noticed with ise clat the
President sat with an air of dighity ia_his
chair, instead of lolling about in themoat un.
gainly attitudes, as hisinyarisble clistom was;
and that instead of telling igrelevapt and
qucstionahle storics, : o, was ﬁ:}vo_'gud calm,
and quito a different man. . Stanton, on
leaviny the council with the Attorney-Gener-
al, said to tim, “That is tre most satisfac-
tory Cabinet muetng 1 have attended for
many a_long day. What an extraordinary
changein Mr. Lincoln !  The Attomey-Gen-
eral replied, *We all saw it before you camo
in. Whilc we were wnitinifor you, hesaid,
with his chin down on his breast, *¢ Gentle-
men, something very extraordinary is going
to happen, »ud that very soon.”’ To which
the Attorney-General had observed, ¢some-
thing good, Sir, I hope? whon the President
answered very gravely, ‘I don’t know—1don’t
kuow. But it will hagpen, and shortly, too.*
As they were all impressed by lus manner,
the Attorncy-Genoral took him up again
*Have you received any information, Sir,
not yet disclosed to us? *No," answered
the Presudent, * tiut Lhave hada dream. And
I havo now had the same dream threo times.
Once on the night preccwling tho battle of
Bull's Run. Once on the night preceding
such another, (nanming & battle also not fav-
oreble to the Nortl.) *His chin saunk on h:%
breast again, and he sat reflocting.  *Migh
one ask the rataro of this dream, Sir? said
thr Attorncy-General. ¢ Well," replied the
President without Jifting his hicad or chang-
ing his attitude, ‘Tam on a groat broad rall.
ing river—and X am in a boat—and 1 drift?
amd I drif 1—bat this is not business,’—asud:
denly mising his faco and looking rouund the
tableas Mr Stanton entered—* 1ot us proceed
to bumness, gentlemen.” Mr. Stanton and
the Attorney-General said, as they walked on
together, 1t would ULe curious to notice whe-#
theranytinng ensued on this, avd thcy agrood
to notico. e was shot that night.*
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Wheu Jobn Skeil of Hickory township,
Pa., mct a snakoin the woods that wan cight
fect .n  ength, he becawe charmod, and
found it ympaaitle to remove his oyes from
the dazzl:ng arla Wt the monster. ~ Finally
ho becamie unconscivna aud &il W the
ground. Thc suake immadiatedy corel b
sclf about the body, Lut the arrval of Mr.
Skcil's son saved laa lve.  The replilo wa.
shot, but Skeil liex at ame in a vory cntical
oonditiqn.



