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Religions Intelligence.
SOCIAL IMPROVEMENT IN TURKEY.

o photiaion.  Foo posesions o tha moscees Eave boot st
Wi lad idation. of the mosques have ock
the of the Beate. It is acarcely ble to over estimate the i.i-
portance of suck & vocial revolution, and the probabilities are, that had
ot the Bedts of Beitaid and France been nest Constantinople, tho attempt
wouald never hive Nchmu!e. or il made, would have cost the Sultan his
hoed. The Sheik-ul-Islam, the head of the Mahometaa religion, was
becduee he would siot give his consent to this measure, and
without hié coneest it could not become law. A pliable person
* 'was appolated in his place, who is prepared to give his sane-ion to those
'{ntésmal reforms, without which sl the power of Eorope cannot prevent
urkey from a rapid dissolution. The importance of this revolution is
escribed in the T¥més:—,

" % The posques and religious founidations of the Ottoman empire fonia
important spiritual corpzrations, cxercising an independant, legal, and
theoeratical powerin the State. The Ulentas; or mastors ¢ the law and
the Koran, are the sole possessors of the vast wealth belonging to these
foundations, and at the samo tiine, as the expounders of the faith and
fundamental laws of Islam, they enjoy an suthority 10 which the higheat
powars in the State have been compeiled to bow, The insecurity of pro-

 uader an acbitrary government and many other cauecs have induced
1 landowaers from gencration to genetation to aseign ovet the fee
simple of their estates 10 the mozques, reserving only the usufruct to

; thomedlves and their direct male descendants. Land thus held by the
mosques or religious cvrporations became vacoof, or, as it is termed in

. India, wekf, and is held for cver in mortmain. ~ Such lands have hith-
sr1o been exempt from taxation and personal confiseation, and this tenure
has 80 jncreased and 80 exteaded by the mere jofluence of durativn and
secarily in an gn;pire yrbgre all other property is fluctuating and insecure
that-full threequarters of the soil of the T'urkish dominions are said to be
held in this manmer, To disposscss these powerlul corporations of ianded

.property which they have he!d for centuries by the twofold bond of legal
usage and religions vencration—~to resume the direct authority of the
Bultan over 2o large a portion of the Jands of tho empire, onc-third of
which was allotied 10 the mosques by Mahomet the conqueror—and to
defy the whole power which the Ulemas and religious orders may be able

. to put forth in defence of their vested rights, is certminly one of the bol-

- deat measures ever taken in a great emergency.

“ But we entertain no doubt that this resumption of landeis an indis-

. pensablo prelimioasy to the real reform and progress of the country.

, Sooner or later in its history, every Christian State has undergone it, and
the vast posecesions whieh the superstition or the rapacity of former ages

_placed in the hands of the church have been restored to the common uses
of society. The social revolution which is being effected in Turkey by

the emancipation of the Christians, and the extablishment of n prisciple
of equality betweon ail raccs and religinne of the eimpire, led by an in.
evitable consequenco to the abalition of the exelusive ruprrnacy whilly
the Mossulinane havo hithert.. exercised ovar the mcm pottinn of the
sail, except in the Archipelagn and in the pravinees from whieh ﬂu-y ate
excluded by treaty.  And, althnugh ehangrs of this na ure aro never se.
accomplishod withont the da.zers and «uffet nes inseparadlo feom revola.
tluns, tho futuro strength aud indepe adnnce of "T'utkey depended on 1he
fnterduction of a aystem totally distinet frem that which ﬁ"u teduced so0
magnificent an empite to the verge of disenlution

Another great change has been accomplished. 'The testimony of
Christians {3 now placced upon an equality with that of Moslems, in all
canea civil o ¢riminal.  This social degradatlon which has laln opon
Christians slfice tho dostruction of the Greek emplre four centurien ago,
by the captere of Constantinople, has at last baon temoved.  The firman
for establishing tho cquality of Cliristian ¢videnee thraughont the Turk.
ish empire, with the regulations appended, lien now beforc we, W,
are not so sanguine as to supposc that A mete change in the law ie gulli.
clent 16 secudtn the practical ubjeets desired. Reform is required with
regard 1o tho judges as well as with regard 10 the deposition of witnesves,
But & rifort ¥aluable sitp has been gained : and the very fact that it was
only with the wimoet reluctance, and almost by compulision, that ihe
fennfitel Mahometans made the concession, is & proof f ite wvalce,
Other reforms, howeter, are required, an te the condition of Christiany,
A eapitation tax in enforced wpon Christiana from which Mahometans
are exempted. ‘This {ax, productive ae it is, moet be abolished, and the
finances of the State he rectuited, in & manner less unjnet xnd degrading.
At prevént tob, no Clitistian edn hold property in the eoil. Ho ednnot
posdess a ringle rood of land, And what grester proof can be given af
the birharidn e>sracier of Tarkey than this, ihat millions 6f the bem
of its population are denied thin first of social rights, Owr blood and
tredeute enbnof be expended on behalf of the Porte, unloss her Chrigiian
ubjects are plactd, in all rcopects, upon an equality withi the rem .
Turkey chnnot mand without these § emse, and witet b not 1o e
forgotien, she does not deserve to stand. The Euphrates must be dried
up, the Mahometan power 1awet be destroyed; bot the benevuledr mind
will be much mote gratified shonld it be accomplished by internal refot.
toation; than by exiernal violence.

Paorxvtintisx 1 lrary.— Dering the yeat, fags an exchange,
110 housts, with 4,090 rooms, have been bblltin Turin, ltely ; and ail
thiis is attributable 18'the fact that the new Lonstitution tolerates religives
fiberty. While every other Ttalian eify to decaying like a corpee, ‘I'urin
is growing under the new impuleés of Protestantism like ithe xreen bay
tre2, 'The Waldeffdbs are abdut opening In that city a Protesant 1emple,
tpon the very tpo:,‘iﬁége the Doninicans burnt the bodies of the martyts,

MISSIONARY CONVENTION IN NEW YORK.

The missionaty meeting, designed for conlerence with the Rer, Dr.
Daff, for whichi arfaigements were made some time since, convened in the
Lecture Room of Riy. Dr. Jan. W, Alexander’s church, New York, on
the 4ih inst. Sorhe'two or three hundred of the prominent friends of
Missions were prévent, including officers of the voluntary and various
denoniinational orgatileations—seven evangelital dennminations heing re-
presented. It will be wnderstood, that there was no design to break down
denominational distinetions, nor to encodrage the Idrn-that nll can be
fased into one oi';m‘on getienl organifatiene  The effect of thin eon.
ference is precisely the teverse of this; it shows that hawever moch the
varions branches'of the church meay ifsist upon earrying on their opera-
tions distinctly, they are yet aiming &t the sime great end, and can still
confer with each ‘other as to the most efficient metheds of accompliehing
it; in other words’, that distinctive organizations do not srgue wnchan.
tableness, or hostility and conflict. The following is & condensed report of
the proceedings™ "

“At 10 o’clock the mecting was organized by the Hon. Luther Bradith,
as the presiding officer, and 1be Kev. Mr Patterson of Philadelphia, snd
Joha Paton of New York, as scctetanies
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