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oem has been almost entirely, in the
_rovidence of God, the work of England.
t t England’s Church come forward to
“he her proper share of the chotcest
pals —the souls of men,

—— —

Story of a Conversion in South
India.

T'he scene lies at the small vitlage of
Mlettupatti in the Estate of the Rajah of
Paukotai, about fifteen miles south of
Inchinopoly.  Mission work was started
«w this neighbourhood thirty-five years
ago by the Reve C. S, Kohlhoff, but no
progress was wmade, for caste, idolairy,
and superstition have a ternbly strong
hold. ‘Thereas a class of Hindus here
ralled Nayakars, stecped in prejudice and
rnorance,  ‘They bave as therr head a
man known as the Pattattu " layakar, r.e,
royal or titular Nayakar, who 1s ceremon-
wusly enthroned when he succeeds lus
father as Headman. He also has a horse,
which is known as the Pattautw horse,
and he rules the caste like a petty Rajah.
Any Nayakar who disobeys him is fined
or exconmvmunicated. Al complaints,
whether religious, secular, or social, come
before him.  No marriage is valid unless
solemnized in his presence. It 1s need-
less to say that no one may become a
Christian without being excommunicated
and subjected to every kind of petty per
secution. ‘The ceremony of excommuni.
cation is performed as follows : Furst, all
the Nayakars are assembled by special
messengers under the command of the
Headman. Then seven pits are dug;
after this a black lamb is killed, and its
blood poured mto the first pit, and water
into the remaining six  Next the presid-
g Pandaram dips bis finger in the blood,
and marks a round spot (poffu) on the
forehead of each Nayakan present. Then
he takes water from the other pits and
sprinkles it on their heads.  After discus-
sion on the circumstances of the case,
excommunication is pronounced, and, as
an outward sign of this, the leaves of the
margosa tree are taken and thrust into
the thatched roof of the excommunicated
man’s house. From this moment any
Nayakan who should dare to eat or drink
with him will himself be excommunicated.
Even his nearest relations must refuse
henceforth to sperk with him. No water
may be drawn from the public well, no
dhoby may wash his clothes, no barber
may shave him, and no carpenter, black-
smith, etc., may work for him.

Such obstacles being placed in the way,
a man requires a very firm faith to em-
brace Christianity. One young man of
twenty five, however, dared it all. He,
his old mother, brother, and widowed
sister, with her three children, went
through the excommunication and end-
less persecution that followed ; and I bad
the pleasure of baptizing them on the
Vigil of All Saints’ Day. The young man
took the name of Yesudasan (Servant of
Jesus), and he has shown himself to be
worthy of his name. They were taught

for some months previously by Me, Dan
1el, the M .C, catechst, 10 whose cfions,
under God, their conversion 1s due. One
of the most trying moments was when the
younger sister, still a Hindy, came with
her husband, and threw henelf at her
aged mother’s (eet, and, bathed in tears,
implored her not 10 disgrace them and
cut themselves off from them. Her
mother wept, too, but said she could not
give up her faith in Jesus Christ. We
pray that th.s daughter also may be won
over in time.

A few words may be said of Yesuda-
san’s history, He had not always hved
in lis nauve village, but had mixed with
more cnlightened men. He saw  how
they were practically slaves, and how the
Christians were comparatively free. He
attended church once at Trichinopoly,
and, as he says, a shock went through Ins
heart and he felt he must become a
Christian. Later an, when passing the
idol of Rattamalai Karuppan (a fearful
god) he did not break a cocoanut to it as
usual. When his mother asked him why,
he said, “ It is only a stone god.” He
was for some time, however, afraid of
making an open confession, because he
knew full well the persecution in store
for him, and the fact that he could not
get a wife. The catechist, however,
warned him of his unsafe state, and he
made his resolve. He was then sent for
Ly the Pattattu Nayakar and refused to
go. He was next summoned to a meet-
ing of the casteand again refused. Abhout
so0o of them were present.  As he would
not come, some of them went to him and
tried all day to persuade him. When
that failed, they sent next day his nearest
relatives, as mentioned above. Finally,
they proceeded to the ceremony of ex-
communication. Besides the ordinary
penalties which followed, they carried off
his property, stole his bullocks, trumped
up cases against him, and got him fined
in court, Not content with this, they
subjected all the other Christians in that
neighbourhood to peity persecution.
They also insisted of course on a debt of
Rs. 40 being paid immediately. This
money was advanced by the Mission.
Next the Headman tried to carry off the
children of his widowed sister, but here
again we intervened and took the chil-
dren into our Boarding School. Healso
had been urged to leave the place, but
he says “No,” he will stay and face u
out. Does not all this show that the
Gospel sull has its ancient power ?—Rcz.
J. A. Skarrock, in The Mission Field.

Religious Education

In a debate recently held in Dundee
some significant speeches were made, and
opinions very much Jike those we have
heard or read expressed in support of the
“half-loaf better than none” policy of
seeking the right and opportunity of
teaching in the Public Schools in Ontario,
to the children of Church people, the

distinctive principles of the Chuich o
which we belong.  No attempt is here
made to give any speech i full, the
passages more generally appropnate to
all circumstances only being given,

The Bishop of Edmburgh (Dro Dow-
den) in his remarks said : What 1 would
hke to see would be a first-rate Chureh
school 1n every congregation. But 1 must
look at facts, and I must look at proba-
bilities, and 1 agree entirely with the
gentleman who said we mizht as well
hope for the moon as hope for & Church
school 1n every one of our congregations.
Look at the position n Ldinburgh, A
motion was brought forward at the School
Board by Mr Bruce, and by a smgle
vole we were refused aceess 1o the Board
schools to teach. It wou'd Le a pure ad-
vantage to us to bz able 10 go o these
schools and teach our own children,
When [ was a young man 1 did it for six
years in the Board schoal.  No doubt we
bhad a Presbytenan minister teaching in
another room, a Methodist nmunister in
another. These were mevitahle facturs
in the case; but stil}, T rejoice to say that
a good sound Church « ducation was given
to the children over whom 1 had charge.

Mr. Bruce—1 think that, of all the
questions which come before us, the ques
tion of education s, not only for this
Church, but for the State of which we are
members, the iggest problem of all. It
is perfectly true what a speaker said the
other evening, that a wave of materialism
does seem to be passing over this country,
and I am afraid that the fear of God and
trust in Him is being thrown mnto the
background. You are getting by degress
in this country to a frame of muind so
openly avowing behel in expediency
instead of behef in what is nght. The
Bishop of LEdinbrrgh has just alluded
to the matter coming up recently be-
fore the Schoo Board of LEdicburgh,
I, as a membher of the School Board, had
the privilege of raising the question ; and
1 would like to endorse what the Bishop
has said—that the School Boards of this
country just now are, [ think, in a most
reasonable frame of mind with regard to
the admission of fair claims. There is
onc thing that I think net only the
parents but also the School Boards of
the country are to be congratulated upon
—many of them, especially the large
Boards, have made a most careful pro.
vision for general religious nstruciion
being given in the schools, and in the
schools of Ldinburgh, where there are
30,000 children being daily taught, the
percentage of children who are withdrawn
from religious instruction only amounts
to two. That shows the keen feeling that
is beating in the heauts of this country,
that, in tha face of the tendency of the
preseat day towards materialism in many
districts, parents are absolutely as one on
this—they wish their children to have the
benefits of religious education. I think
a very strenuous effort should be made to
do agreat deal more in the Board schools
than we do at present. Let me point
out two ways in which we could do so.



