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w in lias liCeti aluiost entirely, iu the
*>)vîdcicc of Gori, the wotk of Engslanri.

i t 1-Ilgld's Churcil conte (orwvard tu
ke~ lier proîu.r bliate of Ille chlîocest

Story of a Conversion in ciouth
India.

Thelî scelle lies at the sniall viilage or
\lcttuipatti lt the Estate of the Rajah of
l'uiuko0ti, about fifteecu miles soutlî of
1 rnchînopoly. Mission work wis stait-d
"I îlîs lieighibourhiood thirîy. five yuars
.1gIn by the Rev. C. S. Kohilhoff, but no
1'rojress %%-as made, for caste, idolatry,
aînd superbtition have a terribly strong
hald. I'hec is a class of Hilndus bere
ralleri Nayakars, steuped inl prejudice and
igniorance. rbey have as their hcand a
inan known as the Pattattu ' -iaar .e,
royal or tutular Nayakar, who is ceretinon-
i)usly enthroned Mien hie succceds lits
[ai tier as I-leadman. He also lias a horse~,
ivhicb is known as the Pattaîtu horse,
auJi lie rules the caste like a petty Rajah.
i\ny Nayakar who disobeys himi is fiued
or exconiisiunicated. Ail complaints,
%viietter religions, secular, or social, corne
before hini. No marriage is valid unlcss
soleninized iu bis presence. It is need-
less to say that no one niay beconie a
Christian without being excommunicated
and subjected to every kind of petty per
secution. T1he ceremony of excommutît-
cation is perfortined as follows - î'rst, ail
tlie Nayakars are asseniblcd by special
iessetîgers under the commnand of the
-leadmran. Then seven pats are dug ;

ifter this a black failli) is killcd, and its
blood poured into the first pit, and water
juta tlîe remainitig six Next the presid-
îîîg Iipiîdizram dips bis rluger iu the blood,
and marks a round spot (poliu) on the
foreliead of each Nayakan prcsent. Tiien
lie takes water from the other pats and
sprinkles it on their heads. After discus-
sion on the circunîstances of the case,
excommunication is pronouuiced, and, as
aut outward sigu of tiîs, the leaves of the
margosa tree are taken and îlîrust int
the thatched roof of the exconînunicated
ian's bouse. Front this momenît any

Nayakan who should dare to eat or drink
with iîîî will hiniseif lie exconmmunicated.
Evert bis uearest relations must reruse
liencelortlî to spe-k with hlm. No watcr
may be drawzî front the public well, no
dhoby nîay wash bis clothes, no barber
may shave 1dm, and no carpenter, black-
smith, etc., may %vork for him.

Such obstacles beiug placed in the wvay,
a nian requires a very flrmn faithl to m
brace Christianity. One young man o!
twenty five, however, dared it al]. He,
bis old niother, brother, and widowed
sister, with her tbrec children, went
ttirou,,h the excomnmunication and end-
less persecution that followed ; andj had
the pieasire or baptizing îlîcrn on the
V'igil of Ail Saints' Day. The young mats
look the nanie of Yesudasan (Servant of
lesus), and he lias shown himself to be
worthy of his nanie. They were taughî

for sornie ilnîouîs prevuously by Mr. IDan~
ICl, tlle M D).C. catechlis:, Io whose enîls,
under God, ticir conversion is due. One
of the most trying mioments wis wlt si tue
youniger sister, sîjîl a Hindis, caîie wiilî
lier lîusband, and threwv lerbelf i bier
agied mother's (cet, and, bathed ii tears,
iiiiplored ber not Io dîsgrace ilicin and
ctit thenîselves off front thetîî. lier
niothier wept, too, but said slîe could tînt
gîve up ber failli iii JestiF Clîrit. iVe
pray that tlî.s daugliter also tnay bc won
over lu tinte.

A rew words may bc said of Vesuda-
san's lîistory. lie had not always lived
iii lis native village, but liad mixud wîtli
miore etibglitened mîu. lie sawv bow
tbey were practically slaveâ, and liow the
Christiaus were comtparatively free. He
atteuded clîurclî once at rriciiinoi)oiy,
and, as lie says, a sliock went tlîrouglî lits
hueait and be felt be mîust bLcome a
Christian. La2ter on, wben passing the
idoi of Rattamalai Karuîîpaiî (a fearfîîl
god) lie did tuot break a cocoanut to it as
usual. Wbhen luis niotber asked him wby,
lie said, Il It is ouly a stone god." He
was for some time, lîowever, arraid of
niaking an open confession, because lie
kulew full weil the persecution iii store
for him, and the fact tlîat he could ilot
get a wire. The catechist, bowever,
warned hlmi of bis tinsafe state, and lie
madie bis resolve. He was thens setnt ror
by tîîe Pattattu Nayakar and refused to
go. He was next summoned to a itîcet-
ing of the caste and agaun refused. About
500 of themn were present. As lie would
not corne, sorte of theni weuî to hlmi and
tried aIl day to, persuade him. Mi'eni
that failed, they sent next day bis n(arest
relatives, as meuîioned above. Finally,
tbey proceeded to the ceremony o! ex-
communication. Besides tlie ordinary
penalties which rollowed, ttîey carried off
bis propcrty, stole bis bullocks, trunîped
up cases agaiîîst hlm, and got hinm fined
in court. Not content wîth tlîîs, tlîey
suhjected ail the other Chrîstiatîs in that
ueighbourhood to petty persecutiotî.
Tlîey also insisted of course on a debt of
Rs. 4o being paid immediately. This
money was advanced by the Missiotn.
Next the 1lecadman tried to carry off the
chîldren of bis wiciowed sister, but lîcre
again we intervened and look tlîe chil.
dren into our Boarding School. Hie also
had been urged to leave the place, but
he saýs "lNo," he will stay and race it
out. Does not ail this show that the
Gospel sutil has ils ancieut power ?-Rev.

J.A. Skarrock, in T'he Mission Field.

Religious Educati 1on

In a debate recently held in Dundee
some significant speeches were made, and
opinions vcry much like those we have
heard or read expressed lu support of the
l'half.loaf better than none" policy of
seeking the rigbt and opporîunsity of
teaching in the Public Schools iii Ontario,
to the children of Church people, the

d.stnlctive lîrnîlcîllles of tlîe ('litlcl tu
w iih uuc belng.. No aitenuipt is hute
mîade tu give any speechl si full, tlie

lbaage rmor geîîerally ippropriatc tu
zi Il ci rcullis a lices oiîlv belig gleni.

'huie Bishiol o! 1-Ed.îithirgli , I r. I lnwv
den) îui his reiuîarks said: Wiai. 1 wouid
like to scý wÇould bc u farst raie Chlîncil
school in every congregation. litit 1 mîust
look at facts, and 1 îîutîst look at lîroba-
bilitics, anîd 1 .ihrec enircly witb thie
gentleman wlîo sald wu liîî4lît as wil
hopc for the illooti as hlihu for a Clîrîrcli
scbool in every 0o1e of ur congregatious.
Look at tlle piositiotn ini I,.tinîilrgl. A
tmotion was l)ronllit iorward at tlîe School
I;oaird by Mr. Bruce, and by a single
vote we were refticd -.ccss tu tic Board
scluools to tearh. hl woti'd be a pure ad-
vautlage to us Ia bt abfle Io go 1:31o tIiVsC
sclionîs and teach our owii ctuîldren.
WVhen 1 was a >otutîg mnan 1 (lid it for six
)-cars iu the Board stclio-il. No don»: wc
hid a Iltesblteriati iîiitier teaclîîtg lu
anothîcr rootîî, a 'Mcîliodist îiiii-ter lin
another. Ithiese %verc îer'îttab>le factors
in tlîe case; lîut stil!, 1 rejoîce to say Iluat
a good souuid Clîurcb ~- ducatn was given
to the childrcu over wliî 1 hid charge.

Mr. Bruce- I îhisîk iliat, of ait tlîe
questions wlicli conte bufore tîs, tie ques
lion of educaiou #S, tual oily (or tbis
Cliurcb, but. for îlîc Siate of wliih we are
nienîibers, the biggest problenu of ail. It
is perfcctly truc %Vbaî a speaker said tbe
miser evening, that a Nvave of nîaîerialtsin
does sem to be passing over tlis couni r',,
and I ans afraid that the féar of <;od arîd
trust in Ilin is lieisig tlirowtî itito tlle
background. N'on are gettiiîg hîy degret s
iniilîs country t0 a (raille or tuund so
oîîcnly avowiug belief in expeditncy
instead of belief in wlîat is riglît. l'le
Bisbop of E-.dinbt:.rgli lias just alludccd
10 the niatter cjmritig nu recently be-
fore the Schoo I3oard of Edirburgh.
I. as a niensiler of tlîe Schîool Board, hîad
the priviiege of raisitig tIîe question ; auJ
1 would like to erîdorse what tlîe Bisliop
lias said-that îlîe Schîool Boatrds of îlîis
country just slow are, 1 thîiîk, iii a nîost
reasoîîale frailie o! tîîînd witii regard to
the admission of fair clains. Truere is
one tbîng that. 1 tluttîk not oiîly tlîe
paretits hîut also tîe Scliool Boards of
thie country are to bc congratulated uporn
-many of tleie, especially tlîe large
Boards. have mnade a niost careful pro.
vision for gencral religîous instruciion
beinz given lu the sclîools, aud lu the
schools of Edinurgh, wlîere there ire
30,000 childien being daily tauglît, tlue
percentage of chlîtdreti 'vo are withdrawîî
from reliRions instructioni only amnunes
to two. That shows tlîe keen feeling that
15 beating lu the hvaits of t'lis country,
that, iu Ihý face of the teîîdency of the
present day towards nîaterialism, iii mauy
districts, parents are absolutcly as one on
tbis-they wisb their childreu to have the
bentelits of reltgious education. I think
a very strenuons effort shonld he made 10
do a great dcal more lu iie Board schools
than we do at present. Let me point
out two ways in which we could do so.
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