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less than this ; for the principies of morality, like the Infinite
Principle of ail principles, are unchangeable and eternai. Evil
therefore cannot be of God, or in any sense of the word, froni God.
Nie bates sin ; bI*s nature is ag,,ainst it. It is opposcd to bis desire,
bis governament,,bis holy law, the interests of his inigbty empire,
and the hioly happiness of bis subjects. It bas bcen often askcd
could the, Divine Bci n- not have prevcntcd cvii from ever entering
the universe ?

Without doubtwe reply God could have prevented sin bad it so
pleased hiini. For lie who doeth according to bis wili in the army of
heaven aud among the inhabitants of tlic carth ras under no obliga-
tion to, create any beings in bis own image aftcr bis likeness; and lho
might in bis adorable sovcrnty bave remained for ever alone lied
it s0 pleascd imii, and thus lie would effectually have prevented
the existence of moral cvii. It is however suffieient for us to
know that the all-wise and infinitely benevolent One did flot
please to rezuain for ever in tlic solitude of bis own socicty. lIce
did not choose to remain the oniy intelligent being in the universe.
le chose to, croate moral beings, or powers,-powers, that wouid
be free to act, and aet frecey,-powcr,- that would originate w,
realiy and as truly as Iimnself. ln one word, the infinite, uncauscd
mind made fanite minds who wverc to be as truly fii-st causes ab
bînself. It shiould neyer bce forgotten that, all the accounitabie
suibjeets of God's moral governmient, arc firbt, cautes, as weii as
effeets of the uncaused first cause. Tliat we are effeets, or crea-
turcs, no one but an Atîitwiii question;- we are however reai
causes, first causes as wcll as effects. WcT are as truly the origin-
atiiig cause of our own moral aets, abs God is the oriiniating cause
of our e.-ienice. Indeed, we may with nil safety venture the
assertion titat if the ,ttbieets of God's moral gover-nicart arc not
as really and as truly the first cause:s of thecir own moral actions ab
God is of bis, there eau be c nosncb tbing- as virtue or vice, moral
exccllcnicy or moral cvii ann tle ranks of crcated beings. The
foundation of' responisibulity, praibe, or blaiîîe, lies in thic reature's
power to net jom ui»1SClf.

This is the vicw whicli Nvc limive been led to entertain, anîd it is
wbien %ve view flhc subjct w'hich we are îuow considering froin this
standpoiuit, tliat we se not only hiow it was possible for sin to
enter the universe in direct opposition to the %vili of God, but aiso
how it actually did enter.

If the rears vhiclh lave Just beenl ilzade arc Correct thien it
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